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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 

EASTERN DIVISION 
 

MADELINE MENDOZA, )  
 )  
 Plaintiff, )  
 ) No. 23-cv-2441 
-vs-  )  
 ) (Judge Durkin) 
REYNALDO GUEVARA, et al.,  )  
 ) (Magistrate Judge Kim) 
 Defendants. )  

 
MARILYN MULERO, )  
 )  
 Plaintiff, )  
 ) No. 23-cv-4795 
-vs-  )  
 ) (Judge Durkin) 
REYNALDO GUEVARA, et al.,  )  
 ) (Magistrate Judge Kim) 
 Defendants. )  

 
 

 
JOINT STATUS REPORT 

 
  

The parties, by counsel, submit this joint status report on depositions pursuant to the 

Court’s Order of April 8, 2025: 

1. Father Jeremiah Lynch—Father Lynch was deposed on March 3, 2025. 

2. Demaris Gonzalez—Ms. Gonzalez was deposed on April 14, 2025. 

3. Joan Roberts—Ms. Roberts is scheduled to be deposed on May 14, 2025. 

4. Justin Brooks –  

a. Defense position 

Subsequent to this Court’s order permitting them to depose Mr. Brooks, Defendants 

decided not to depose Mr. Brooks. Prior to April 21, 2025, Plaintiff Mulero had not listed Mr. 
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Brooks as a witness for her case pursuant to Fed. R. Civ. P. 26(a). However, on April 21, 2025, 

Plaintiff’s added Mr. Brooks to their Fed. R. Civ. P. 26(a) disclosures. If this Court permits this 

late disclosure, Defendants are now considering deposing Mr. Brooks. 

b. Plaintiffs’ position  

This is the first time Defendants have disclosed their intent to withdraw Mr. Brooks’ 

deposition subpoena. Defendants’ disclosed Mr. Brooks in their initial Rule 26 disclosures on 

February 2, 2024, and in their January 8, 2025, supplemental disclosures. As such, Plaintiff Mulero 

adding this same witness to her disclosures, prior to the close of fact discovery, is not a “late 

disclosure.” 

Moreover, on January 31, 2025, Defendants subpoenaed Justin Brooks for deposition, and 

on February 25, 2025, they sought a discovery extension to depose Mr. Brooks, along with various 

other witnesses including Father Jeremiah Lynch. On March 3, 2025, Defendants deposed Father 

Jeremiah Lynch regarding his representation of Ms. Mulero. For his part, Mr. Brooks is a criminal 

defense attorney with decades of experience in capital litigation, also served as Ms. Mulero’s 

attorney during her criminal proceedings, and has unique knowledge of the same issues to which 

Father Jeremiah Lynch testified. In anticipation of what Plaintiffs understood would be Mr. 

Brooks’ upcoming deposition, Plaintiff Mulero formally disclosed Mr. Brooks and the testimony 

they anticipate. 

 Regardless of Defendants apparent new position that Mr. Brooks deposition may not be 

necessary, Plaintiff Mulero now requires his testimony at trial. Finally, Plaintiff’s disclosure of Mr. 

Brooks is not prejudicial as the parties still have four weeks remaining on the current fact discovery 

schedule.  
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5. Yvette Rodriguez – Defendants have been in contact with Ms. Rodriguez’s treating 

psychiatrist who has informed them that Ms. Rodriguez is suffering from a serious mental health 

condition that has required hospitalization this year and she is, thus, unable to provide deposition 

testimony.  The doctor also informed Defendants that because her condition is chronic, he does not 

anticipate any significant recovery if any.  Defendants will provide the doctor’s written 

correspondence in camera if the Court requests them to do so. 

6. Michael Krejci - Mr. Krejci was recently assigned counsel for his deposition in this 

matter. Defendants are currently coordinating with this counsel to find a mutually agreeable date 

for his deposition to proceed in this matter in May. 

7. CCSAO - On April 9, 2025, Defendants tendered a copy of this Court’s Order Dckt. 

No. 119 to CCSAO regarding the representative deponent for CCSAO and requested that CCSAO 

engage in a discussion regarding the substance of this Order to coordinate the relevant 

deposition(s). After getting no response, Defendants followed up with CCSAO to again open a 

dialogue regarding this notice to attempt to determine whether CCSAO would be lodging any 

objections to the Topics 1-4 of the notice that this Court granted Defendant leave to depose 

CCSAO representative(s) and to attempt to refine Topics 5-8 pursuant to this Court’s Order Dckt. 

No. 119. On April 21, David Adelman, Supervisor of Specialized Discovery Section of the Civil 

Actions Bureau of CCSAO, responded to Defendants and proposed a time this week to discuss 

these matters. Defendants anticipate that Defendants and CCSAO will have further clarification 

on these matters this week and Defendants will either schedule the requisite deposition(s) to 

proceed in May or bring any remaining disputes to the attention of this Court promptly.  
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       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
/s/ Carter Grant  

Steven A. Hart 
Brian Eldridge 
Carter Grant 
John Marrese 
Hart McLaughlin & Eldridge, LLC 
One South Dearborn St, Ste 1400 
Chicago, Illinois 60603 
(312) 955-0545 
shart@hmelegal.com 
beldridge@hmelegal.com 
cgrant@hmelegal.com 
jmarrese@hmelegal.com 
 
Antonio M. Romanucci 
Bhavani Raveendran 
Sam Harton 
Patrick Driscoll 
Romanucci & Blandin, LLC 
321 N. Clark Street, Ste 900 
Chicago, Illinois 60654 
(312) 458-1000 
aromanucci@rblaw.net 
b.raveendran@rblaw.net 
sharton@rblaw.net 
PDriscoll@rblaw.net 
Attorneys for Plaintiff Mulero 

/s/ Joel A. Flaxman 
Joel A. Flaxman 
Kenneth N. Flaxman 
200 S Michigan Ave Ste 201 
Chicago, IL 60604-2430 
(312) 427-3200 
jaf@kenlaw.com 
knf@kenlaw.com 
Attorneys for Plaintiff Mendoza 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
/s/ Timothy Scahill (by consent)      
TIMOTHY SCAHILL    
One of the Attorneys for Defendant Guevara  
 
Steven B. Borkan     
Timothy Scahill 
Emily E. Schnidt 
Whitney Hutchinson 
Andrea Checkai 
Borkan & Scahill, Ltd 
20 S. Clark Street, Suite 1700 
Chicago, IL 60603 
(312) 580-1030 
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/s/ Catherine Barber (by consent)       
CATHERINE BARBER     
One of the Attorneys for Defendant    
City of Chicago  
 
Eileen E. Rosen       
Catherine M. Barber      
Theresa B. Carney      
Austin Rahe        
Andrew Grill             
Lauren Ferrise       
Rock Fusco & Connelly      
333 W. Wacker Drive, 19th Floor    
Chicago, IL 60606      
(312) 494-1000      
 
 
/s/ Josh Engquist (by consent)    
JOSH ENGQUIST 
One of the Attorneys for Riccio, Gawrys, Biebel, and Yannow as Special Representative of 
Havlorsen 
  
James G. Sotos 
Josh M. Engquist  
John Timbo 
George Yamin 
The Sotos Law Firm, P.C. 
141 W. Jackson Blvd, Suite 1240A 
Chicago, IL 60604 
(630) 735-3300 
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