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EC 7/18/2022
EXHIBIT KK

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT-CRIMINAL DIVISION

Defendant-Petitioner.

)

PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, )
Respondent, )

)

V. )

)

LEONARD GIPSON, )
)

)

AFFIDAVIT OF LEONARD GIPSON

I, Leonard Gipson, being first duly sworn and under penalties of perjury, swear and state as
follows:

i

In January of 2003, Sergeant Ronald Watts, and the officers that worked under his
direction, were well known to me. Indeed, everyone in the area knew them well. It was
common knowledge that they were crooked police officers. I had heard they had stolen
money and planted drugs on other individuals in the Ida B. Wells Housing in the past.

Prior to January 2003, Watts had approached me. He had specifically told me that if I
paid him or got him guns, that I could work for free. What he meant by that was that he
would let me sell drugs. I told him I was not interested in being part of whatever he was
running. He told me that if I was not going to pay him that I would go to jail every time
he ran into me.

Unfortunately, I became very well-acquainted with just how crooked Watts and his team
were when they wrongfully arrested me on several occasions between 2003 and 2007.

My first encounter with Watts took place on January 4, 2003. At approximately 6:30 AM
on that day, I left the Ida B. Wells projects in my car to go pick my kids up in order to
take them to school. I was headed towards 35" and King Drive. Officer Alvin Jones,
who I knew as “Al,” and Watts pulled me over. They did not ask me any questions, but
instead told me to get out of the car. They got me out of my car and put handcuffs on me
immediately. They put me right into the backseat of their unmarked car. Once they got
in the car, they told me at that they had already told me that if they saw me again they
would “put something on” me.

They then took me back to 527 E. Browning and took me into the lobby of the building.

Officers Mohammed, Gonzalez, Leano (who we called “Mini”), and several other
officers were already in the lobby when we got there. Watts asked me “How much
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14.

money do you have to pay me?” I told him that I did not have any money. I also did not
have any drugs or anything illegal on me.

Watts and Al then went around the corner and through the stairwell doorway.
Mohammed, Mini, and Gonzalez stayed and watched me. Watts and Al were gone for
approximately five to ten minutes. When they returned, Watts pulled a bag of drugs out
of his pocket. He then said “These are yours” to me. They then arrested me and put me
back in their car and took me to 51* and Wentworth.

I got charged with possessing heroin. I bonded out the next day.

I called the Office of Professional Standards (OPS) and spoke to an investigator over the
phone to file my complaint. Itold the investigator that Watts had arrested me and planted
drugs on me. I told the investigator that Watts had threatened me and told me that if he
saw me again he would plant drugs on me again. I was never contacted by anyone with
OPS after I filed the complaint with OPS.

Prior to the date of signing this Affidavit, I have never seen my OPS complaint against
Watts. I have reviewed Exhibit A to this Affidavit. This complaint states that the date of
the incident in question was January 12, 2003. That is not correct. I told the investigator I
spoke to on the phone that the date of the incident with Watts framing me was January 4,
2003. Further, despite what Exhibit A says, I specifically told the OPS investigator over
the phone that Watts arrested me after planting drugs on me, and that he told me that if he
saw me again, he would plant drugs on me again.

While awaiting trial on the charges relating to the January 4, 2003 arrest, I encountered
Watts again.

My next encounter with Watts happened on May 8, 2003. I was outside the apartments
located at 575 E. Browning where my girlfriend Nicole Parker lived. Watts and several
other plainclothes officers approached me. Al, and Officers Mohammed, Summers,
Cadman, Edwards, Gonzalez, and possibly other officers, were all there. Watts said to
me “Let me see if you can bond off of this.” I did not have any drugs or anything illegal
on me. He handcuffed me, arrested me, and put me in his car and took me to 51* and
Wentworth,

Again, I got charged with heroin. This time the bond was too high for me to bond out. I
was sent to County.

During both the January and May 2003 arrests, I did not say anything or try to argue with
Watts because I knew how Watts operated and that opening my mouth would only make

things worse for me.

I fought both cases for two years while I was being held in County. I hired a lawyer
named Dennis Cooley. I told my lawyer that Watts had framed me.
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After two years, my lawyer got me a deal where both charges could run concurrently and
I was offered boot camp. Itook the deal because I knew that it was the best deal that I
was going to get. I knew Watts was corrupt and that I was not going to win against
corrupt cops.

After four months of boot camp, I got out on February 25, 2005. After getting out, I laid
low and tried my best to avoid Watts and his crew.

My current wife (Nicole Parker), who was my girlfriend at the time, lived at 527 E.
Browning. She became pregnant in 2007. She lived on the first floor of the building. On
August 28, 2007, when I was leaving her house, Watts and his team were in the lobby of
the building. Watts saw me and told me to come over to him. He asked me, “Do you
have something for me?” I said, “No.” I left the building. When I was walking to my
car, one of Watts’ team members called me back to the building. When I got back,
multiple officers, including a female Officer I knew Coco, circled around me. Watts
approached me and pulled a bag of drugs out his pocket. He said, “These are your drugs,
hardass.” He handcuffed me, arrested me, and took me to 51* and Wentworth.

I could not believe that this was happening again. I did not have any drugs or anything
illegal on me. I had managed to avoid Watts for two plus years and now he had caught
up to me again.

Once again, Watts charged me with possession of heroin, and this time he included a
charge of possession of cocaine.

Once again, I hired Dennis Cooley as my lawyer. I again told Cooley that Watts had
framed me. He recommended that I take a plea. I took a plea of four years because I
realized once again that I was not going beat Watts.

I didn’t file OPS complaint May 2003 or August 2007 false arrests because OPS didn’t
do anything about my first complaint. I never heard from them so I saw no reason to
contact them.

As recently as 2016, I had another encounter with members of Watts’ crew. Gonzalez
and Mini approached me in their unmarked car when I was sitting in my parked car near
37™ and Vincennes. Gonzalez asked me, “What are you doing sitting here?” I got out of
the car and walked away because I was fearful that they would plant drugs on me and
arrest me just as Watts had done numerous times before. As I was walking away, I took a
picture of Gonzalez’s car parked right next to mine. Exhibit B to this affidavit is that
photo. The properly parked gray Grand Prix is my car in the photo and the dark Bluish
Ford SUV is Gonzalez’s car.
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Under penalties as provided by law pursuant to 735 ILCS 5/1-109, the undersigned certifies that
the facts set forth in this instrument are true and correct, except as to matters stated to be on
information and belief and as to such matters the undersigned certifies that he believes the same

to be true.
&
; L4

T.eonard Gipson

Subscribed and sworn to me,

LAUREN STANCZAK LEBATA
Official Seal

: . Notary Public - State of lllingis
On this day 27th day of April, 2017 My Commission Expires Nev 20, §G18
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