
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 

EASTERN DIVISION 

Leoncio Elizarri, individually and for 
others similarly situated, 

) 
) 

 

 )  
 Plaintiff, )  
 ) No. 17-cv-8120 

-vs- )  
 ) (Judge Seeger) 
Sheriff of Cook County and Cook 
County, Illinois, 

) 
) 

 

 )  
 Defendants. )  

JOINT STATUS REPORT 
Pursuant to the Court’s order of July 9, 2021, counsel for the parties submit 

the following status report: 

1. Status of the Pleadings 

1. Plaintiffs filed their second amended complaint (ECF No. 140) on April 

19, 2021, adding Ted Velleff as a plaintiff and seeking to sharpen their factual 

allegations. 

2. Defendant Sheriff filed an answer on May 21, 2021. (ECF No. 145.) The 

Court ordered on May 3, 2021 that defendant Cook County, who remain in this 

case solely as a potential indemnifier, is exempt from filing an answer. (ECF No. 

144.)  

3. Plaintiffs filed a “protective” motion for class certification on July 16, 

2017. (ECF No. 146.) The Court set a briefing schedule on that motion on July 9, 

2021: plaintiff to file a supporting memorandum on July 23, 2021, defendants to 

respond on August 20, 2021, and plaintiffs’ reply due on September 3, 2021.  
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2. Discovery 

4. Defendant Sheriff located personal property belonging to plaintiff 

Velleff and returned those items on June 16, 2021. (See attached letter confirming 

the transfer of property to Plaintiff Veleff attached as Exhibit A) 

5. Plaintiff Velleff answered interrogatories and appeared (via Zoom) for 

his deposition on June 17, 2021. 

6. Plaintiffs served their “fourth request for production of documents” on 

April 23, 2021. Defendant Sheriff produced the requested documents on June 4, 

2021.  

7. Plaintiffs served their fourth set of interrogatories (seeking to identify 

witnesses referred to in the documents the Sheriff produced on June 4, 2021) on 

June 15, 2021. 

8. The parties have scheduled depositions of three employees of the 

Sheriff for July 16, 2021 (Robert Ornelas), July 20, 2021 (Patricia Horne) and Khara 

Coleman on August 30, 2021. 

9. Plaintiffs intend to notice further depositions (and complete them by 

the September 30, 2021 close of discovery date) after the Sheriff responds to 

outstanding interrogatories (answers due on July 19, 2021). 

10. Defendant Sheriff may take depositions of Plaintiffs’ proposed exemplars. 

Respectfully submitted, 

[signatures on next page] 
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/s/ Kenneth N. Flaxman  
Joel A. Flaxman 
Kenneth N. Flaxman 
200 S Michigan Ave Ste 201 
Chicago, IL 60604-2430 
(312) 427-3200 
Attorneys for Plaintiff  

/s/  Gerald M. Dombrowski  
(with consent) 
Gerald M. Dombrowski 
Sanchez Daniels & Hoffman LLP 
333 W Wacker Dr, Ste 500 
Chicago, IL 60606 

Attorneys for Defendant Sheriff 
 
/s/ Danielle Mikhail 

(with consent) 
Danielle Mikhail 
Assistant State’s Attorney 
500 Richard J. Daley Center 
Chicago, IL 60602 

Attorney for Defendant Cook County 
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SD&H 

Manuel 'Manny ° Sanchez 
Timothy V. Hoffman12.1°' 
Hugh C. O'Donnell' 
John S. Huntley 
John J. Piegore 
Mark S. Vilimek 
Gerald M. Dombrowski 
Susan K. Chae 
Mark E. Winters 
Larry C. Jurgens 
Andrew P. Rice 
Bradley D. Alexander 
Emanuel C. Welch 
Heather D. Erickson 
Michael T. Franz' 
Leo R Dombrowski 

Sanchez Daniels & Hoffman LLP 

Brian H. Sanchez 
Elaine C. Davenport 
Renee Ziolkowskis 

Michelle A. Franz"  
Edric S. Bautista 
Nora C. Bloom 
Yitan Xu Sanchez 
Shawnte M. Raines 
Carly B. Deutch 
John R. McInerney 
Sean R. Walter 
Mary P. McKenna 
Kevin M. Maclnerney 
Kelly M. Cronin 
Joseph A. Konrad 

Attorneys and Counselors 

333 West Wacker Drive, Suite 500 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 
Phone (312) 641-1555 

Facsimile: (312) 641-3004 
E-mail: sdh@sanchezdh.com 

www.sancnezdh.com 

June 18, 2021 

Writer's direct Dial: (312) 214-3042 
Writer's email: gdombrowski@sanchezdh.com 

VIA E-MAIL 
Joel A. Flaxman (jaf@kenlaw.com) 
Kenneth N. Flaxman (knf@kenlaw.com) 
Kenneth N. Flaxman, P.C. 
200 South Michigan Avenue, Suite 201 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 

RE: Leoncio Elizarri, et al. vs. Sheriff of Cook County, et al. 
Court #: 17 CV 8120 
Our File #: DCC-77165 
Property Returned to Plaintiff Ted Velleff  

Dear Counsel: 

Wheaton Office 

2100 Manchester Road 
Building A, Suite 309 
Wheaton, Illinois 60187 
Phone: (630) 752-9880 
Facsimile: (630) 752-9881 

Also admitted in Indiana 
Also admitted in Wisconsin 
Also admitted ln Missouri 

4 Also admitted in Ohio 
Also admitted in Minnesota 
Also admitted In Michigan 

7 Also admitted In Florida 
8 Also admitted In Iowa 

John D. Daniels 
John D. Cummins 

Of Counsel 

Please allow this to confirm that Hugh O'Donnell and I returned a property bag to you 
belonging to Plaintiff Ted Velleff on June 17, 2021. This particular bag contained a "ship" date of 
January 24, 2014 that corresponds to Mr. Velleff s incarceration at the Illinois Department of 
Corrections (IDOC) after a transfer from Cook County Jail on January 24, 2014. 

The bag contained the following: 

1. One black belt; 
2. An Illinois identification card #4108-1159-252V issued on June 26, 2013: 
3. White shoelaces; 
4. Presence Health documentation (4 pages); 
5. Caregiver documentation (2 pages); 
6. Chicago Police Department personal property receipt (1 page); 
7. Chicago Police Department property inventory #13009495 (2 pages); and 
8. Document entitled Notice to Property Owner or Claimant, Chicago Police Department 

(1 page). 

EXHIBIT A
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Property Returned to Plaintiff Ted Velleff 
June 18, 2021 
Page Two 

This property is now in the possession of Mr. Velleff and we confirmed that in his deposition 
on June 17, 2021. 

If any of the above is inaccurate or incorrect, please contact me immediately to discuss. 

Very truly yours, 

Z DANIEIiS &HOFFMAN LLP 

By: 

GMD:vmp 
CC: Danielle Mikhail 

Via email: danielle.milchail@cookcountyil.gov 
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