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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 

EASTERN DIVISION 

 

LEONCIO ELIZARRI, by his Special ) 

Administrator LETICIA PEREZ, and ) 

GREGORY L. JORDAN, individually and  ) 

for others similarly situated,   ) 

      )   

  Plaintiffs,   )  

      )   

  v.    ) No. 17-cv-8120 

      )   

SHERIFF OF COOK COUNTY and  )  (Judge Seeger) 

COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS,  )  

      )    

  Defendants.   )  

   

DEFENDANTS’ OPPOSITION TO PLAINTIFFS’ RENEWED MOTION TO 

AUTHORIZE ONE DEPOSITION BEYOND DISCOVERY DEADLINE 

 

NOW COME the Defendants, SHERIFF OF COOK COUNTY and COOK COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS, by its attorneys, SANCHEZ DANIELS & HOFFMAN LLP, Special Assistant State’s 

Attorney, Gerald M. Dombrowski and Assistant State’s Attorney, Danielle A. Mikhail for their 

Joint Opposition to Plaintiffs’ Renewed Motion to Authorize One Deposition Beyond Discovery 

Deadline, state as follows:  

 1. Discovery in this matter closed on January 29, 2021.   

 2. As this Court chronicled in its January 29, 2021 order, this Court has extended fact 

discovery at least six times during the course of this case. (ECF No. 136) The parties have had 

ample opportunity to conduct written discovery, participate in motion practice and take numerous 

depositions.  

 3. Plaintiffs now seek the deposition of Khara Coleman, Assistant General Counsel to 

Sheriff of Cook County, who has signed six separate answers to interrogatories over the course of 
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the case. (See Defendant Sheriff’s Answers to Interrogatories served on January 17, 2019 

incorporated herein as Exhibit A; Defendant Sheriff’s  Amended Answer to Interrogatory No. 9 

served on March 22, 2019, incorporated herein as Exhibit B; Defendant Sheriff’s Amended 

Answers to Interrogatories served on May 15, 2019, incorporated herein as Exhibit C; Sheriff’s 

Amended Answer to Interrogatory 2(b) served on June 17, 2019, incorporated herein as Exhibit 

D; Sheriff’s Answers to Second Set of Interrogatories served on July 12, 2019, incorporated rein 

as Exhibit E; and Defendant Sheriff’s Amended Answer to Second Set of Interrogatory No. 4 

served on September 28, 2020, incorporated herein as Exhibit F) 

 3. Only on December 28, 2020 did Plaintiffs’ counsel seek the deposition of Khara 

Coleman. Defendant’s counsel has tried to work with Plaintiffs’ counsel to come to some type of 

agreement regarding the substance of Ms. Coleman’s deposition. However, the parties did not 

come to any agreement. Moreover, defense counsel strongly opposed an open-ended deposition of 

Ms. Coleman given that she is not a policy maker but merely an in-house counsel who, based on 

inquiry, documents, research and confirmation, verified answers of the Sheriff’s Office to 

interrogatories dating back to January 17, 2019.  The witnesses and persons with knowledge of 

events and policies were clearly disclosed in the discovery responses, and Plaintiff has not noticed 

their depositions  

4. Furthermore, Defendants did not list Ms. Coleman as a witness at any time. It 

appears the only reason Plaintiffs’ counsel wants Ms. Coleman’s deposition is to have her confirm 

that she signed the interrogatory answers. There is no need for this type of testimony given that 

the Defendants admit and concede that Ms. Coleman’s signature is on the numerous answers to 

interrogatories. Thus, this deposition would serve no purpose. 
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 5. Further, Plaintiffs’ counsel could have taken Ms. Coleman’s deposition as early as 

January 2019. Only at the closing days of discovery did Plaintiffs’ counsel seek her deposition.   

 6. The deposition of Ms. Coleman should not proceed as discovery has closed. 

Moreover, there is simply no purpose or need for her deposition.  Thus, the Defendants ask that 

this Court deny the Plaintiffs’ renewed motion as the Court denied the Plaintiffs’ original motion 

on this matter.  

WHEREFORE, Defendant, SHERIFF OF COOK COUNTY and COOK COUNTY, 

respectfully request an order in their favor denying Plaintiffs’ renewed Motion and for any other 

such relief that may be granted by this Court. 

 

Respectfully submitted,   

 

/s/Gerald M. Dombrowski     /s/ Danielle A. Mikhail 

Gerald M. Dombrowski (#6210375)   Danielle A. Mikhail 

Special Assistant State’s Attorneys    Assistant State’s Attorney  

SANCHEZ DANIELS & HOFFMAN LLP Civil Bureau-Civil Rights/Torts Litigation 

333 West Wacker Drive    Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office 

Suite 500      500 Richard J. Daley Center 

Chicago, Illinois 60606    Chicago, IL 60602 

(312) 641-155      (312) 603-3368 

gdombrowski@sanchezdh.com   Danielle.mikhail@cookcountyil.gov   
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 

EASTERN DIVISION 

LEONCIO ELIZARRI, individually and for others ) 
similarly situated, ) 

Plaintiff, 

V. No. 17 CV 8120 

DCC-77165

SHERIFF OF COOK COUNTY and 
COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS, 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Judge Thomas M. Durkin 

Magistrate Judge Daniel G. Martin 
Defendants. 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

To: Mr. Joel A. Flaxman (jaf@kenlaw.com) 
Mr. Kenneth N. Flaxman (knf@kenlaw.com) 
200 South Michigan A venue 
Suite 201 
Chicago, Illinois 60604-2430 

Ms. Danielle Mikhail danielle.mikhail@cookcountyil.gov 
Cook County State's Attorney's Office 
500 Richard J. Daley Center 
Chicago, Illinois 60602 

The undersigned certifies and states that she served Defendant's Answers to 
Interrogatories and Supplemental Production (CD)* by emailing and mailing a copy to the 
addressee(s) at the email(s) and address(es) indicated above by depositing a copy of same in the 
U.S. Mail at 333 West Wacker Dr., Suite 500, Chicago, IL 60606 at or before 5:00 p.m. on January 
17, 2019 with proper postage prepaid and that this statement as set forth is true and correct. 

*The password to view the CD is SDHElizarri#

Gerald M. Dombrowski (#6210375) 
Yifan Xu Sanchez (#6301220) 
SANCHEZ DANIELS & HOFFMAN LLP

/s/Yifan Xu Sanchez 

Attorneys for Defendant, SHERIFF OF COOK COUNTY 
333.West Wacker Drive
Suite 500
Chicago, Illinois 60606
(312) 641-1555
ysanchez@sanchezdh.com
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