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Executive Summary
“The police need to know who they work for – the community. The authority

that they have belongs to the people.”1

A painful but necessary reckoning is upon us. That is what these times demand.

The Police Accountability Task Force arose amidst a significant and historic public outcry. The outcry
brought people into the streets, on social media and on other venues to say in a very clear voice that they
had reached a breaking point with the entire local law enforcement infrastructure. People were and are
demanding accountability and real and lasting change. The outcry was not localized in any particular
neighborhood or demographic, although communities of color and those ravaged by crime added some
of the most poignant commentary.

The Task Force immediately understood that one of our most important responsibilities was to actively
seek out, listen and respond to voices from all over Chicago who had much to say about their personal
and often painful experiences with the Chicago Police Department (“CPD”), the Independent Police Review
Authority (“IPRA”) and other parts of the local policing infrastructure, as well as their frustrations and lack
of confidence in political actors. What we have heard has been humbling. As we dug deeper into the
complaints of so many about the callous and disrespectful way in which they had been treated by some
officers, we also understood that we had an important duty to lay bare the systemic and sanctioned
practices that led to the deaths of fellow citizens and the deprivation of the rights of so many others. We
have borne witness to many hard truths which have profound and lasting impacts on the lives and hopes
of individuals and communities. Our recommendations are intended to be responsive to the people,
empower the people and to specifically identify a range of changes that are essential to building trust,
accountability and lasting change.

As part of our work, the Task Force heard from many current and former CPD officers who are dedicated
public servants, committed to performing their duties lawfully and making Chicago a safer place for all of its
residents. Serving as a police officer is a challenging and often dangerous job. The police face an increasingly
daunting challenge in crime fighting. Illegal guns flood the streets of the same neighborhoods that are
devastated by crime, poverty and unemployment. We as a society cannot expect the police to cure every ill
in Chicago’s neighborhoods. Yet we put significant pressure on them to solve and prevent crime, as well as
to address the manifestations of a number of other daunting social and economic challenges beyond their
charge and capacity to manage, let alone solve. Still, a keen appreciation of and sensitivity to these broader
issues is critical to effective law enforcement and positive community-police relations.

The findings and recommendations in this report are not meant to disregard or undervalue the efforts of
the many dedicated CPD officers who show up to work every day to serve and protect the community.
The challenge is creating a partnership between the police and the community that is premised upon
respect and recognizes that our collective fates are very much intertwined. Simply put, a more
professional, engaged and respectful police force benefits us all. We cannot and have not shied away
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believed McDonald was attacking Van Dyke with the knife, and attempting to kill Van Dyke. In
defense of his life, Van Dyke backpedaled and fired his handgun at McDonald, to stop the
attack. McDonald fell to the ground but continued to move and continued to grasp the knife,
refusing to let go of it. Van Dyke continued to fire his weapon at McDonald as McDonald was
on the ground, as McDonald appeared to be attempting to get up, all the while continuing to
point the knife at Van Dyke.”

From P.O. Joseph Walsh, Van Dyke’s partner:

“Walsh ordered McDonald to ‘Drop the knife!’ multiple times as McDonald approached the
officers…. McDonald ignored the verbal direction given by both Walsh and Officer Van Dyke,
and continued to advance toward the officers. When McDonald got to within 12 to 15 feet of
the officers he swung the knife toward the officers in an aggressive manner. Van Dyke opened
fire with his handgun and McDonald fell to the ground. Van Dyke continued firing his weapon
at McDonald as McDonald continued moving on the ground, attempting to get up, while still
armed with the knife…. Officer Walsh said he believed McDonald was attacking Walsh and
Officer Van Dyke with the knife and attempting to kill them when the shots were fired.”

From P.O. Dora Fontaine:

“Fontaine heard the officers repeatedly order McDonald to ‘Drop the knife!’ McDonald ignored
the verbal direction and instead, raised his right arm toward Officer Van Dyke, as if attacking
Van Dyke. At this time Van Dyke fired multiple shots from his handgun, until McDonald fell to
the ground and stopped moving his right arm and hand, which still grasped the knife.”

From P.O. Ricardo Viramontes:

“Viramontes heard Officer Jason Van Dyke repeatedly order McDonald to ‘Drop the knife!’
McDonald ignored the verbal direction and turned toward Van Dyke and his partner, Officer
Joseph Walsh. At this time Van Dyke fired multiple shots from his handgun. McDonald fell to
the ground but continued to move, attempting to get back up, with the knife still in his hand.”

From P.O. Daphne Sebastian:

“Officers Joseph Walsh and Jason Van Dyke exited their vehicle and drew their handguns.
McDonald turned toward the two officers and continued to wave the knife. Sebastian heard
the officers repeatedly order McDonald to ‘Drop the knife!’ McDonald ignored the verbal
directions and continued to advance on the officers, waving the knife. Officer Sebastian heard
multiple gunshots and McDonald fell to the ground, where he continued to move. Sebastian
did not know who fired the shots….”7

IPRA referred the investigation of the shooting to the Cook County State’s Attorney in November 2014.
Thereafter, by early December 2014, the case had been referred to the U.S. Attorney’s Office and the
Federal Bureau of Investigation. The federal grand jury investigation remains pending.

Not until thirteen months later—after a pitched legal battle doggedly pursued by local investigative
journalists resulted in the court-ordered release of the dash-cam video of the shooting—did the public learn
the truth: McDonald made no movements toward any officers at the time Van Dyke fired the first shot, and
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The overuse of investigatory stops has left a lingering, negative perception of the police in communities of
color, in part because for people of color, a significant number of those stops also involved actual or
threatened physical abuse.22

FAILURE TO MAKE ACCOUNTABILITY A CORE VALUE AND IMPERATIVE
Going back years, and continuing to the present day, CPD has missed opportunities to make
accountability an organizational priority. Currently, neither the non-disciplinary interventions available
nor the disciplinary system are functioning.

The public has lost faith in the oversight system. Every stage of investigations and discipline is plagued by
serious structural and procedural flaws that make real accountability nearly impossible. The collective
bargaining agreements provide an unfair advantage to officers, and the investigating agencies—IPRA and
CPD’s Bureau of Internal Affairs—are under-resourced, lack true independence and are not held
accountable for their work. Even where misconduct is found to have occurred, officers are frequently able
to avoid meaningful consequences due to an opaque, drawn out and unscrutinized disciplinary process.

Complaints go uninvestigated. From 2011-2015, 40% of complaints filed were not investigated by IPRA
or BIA.

PL JOINT 006809 BAKER GLENN 006809

Case: 1:17-cv-07241 Document #: 230-20 Filed: 01/14/25 Page 17 of 191 PageID #:5074



Police Accountability Task Force | 11

Arbitrators reduce or void disciplinary
recommendations. In 2015, arbitrators reduced
disciplinary recommendations in 56.4% of cases
and eliminated any discipline in 16.1% of cases.
In total, arbitrators reduced or eliminated
discipline in 73% of cases.

No risk management regarding lawsuits. There continues to be an unacceptably high number of
lawsuits filed against the City and individual police officers every year. Despite this persistent problem,
which results in the outlay of tens of millions of dollars every year, CPD does not employ a systematic tool
for evaluating risk issues identified in lawsuits.
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This means that after an officer leaves the Academy, he can serve his entire career without ever
receiving any annual, mandatory training of any kind. An astounding fact, particularly in light of recent
sea changes in policing strategies and technology.

What limited post-Academy training happens is primarily delivered through roll-call videos. Roll call was
derisively described by one officer as “day care,” meaning that officers slept, checked their
smartphones or otherwise paid little attention to what was happening. Compounding this problem is
that there are no metrics used to determine the level of comprehension or retention of the topic
reflected in the video training. What also seems certain is that the level of attention given to the videos
is not required to be reinforced with any training materials for the roll-call commander and rarely are
officers afforded an opportunity to ask follow-up questions or otherwise access FAQs or other
materials to reinforce the training. Also, CPD has a large portfolio of training videos that officers can
access through a web-based portal, but no effort is made to even track the number of times officers
access those training videos. And in recent memory, there has been no effort to survey officers to
assess the areas in which they need training.

Right now, the community has no role in any of the training done either in the Academy or thereafter.
Cities across the country recognize that community involvement in training is an important element
and yet another way to bridge the gap between the police and the communities they serve.

Also, service as an Academy instructor is not sufficiently valued within CPD and some instructors are
teaching while under investigation for a range of alleged offenses. The Academy’s physical space is also
woefully inadequate to meet current and future needs. For example, the recent mandatory Taser
training is being conducted in the hallways of the Academy because there is simply no other space
available. The physical structure that houses the Academy is antiquated, cramped and cannot
accommodate even current needs, let alone the increased training that will be necessary to make real
cultural change. The constraints of the physical space negatively impact the effectiveness of training.

Other Key Findings By Working Group

COMMUNITY-POLICE RELATIONS
The community’s lack of trust in CPD is justified. There is substantial evidence that people of color—
particuarly African-Americans—have had disproportionately negative experiences with the police over an
extended period of time. There is also substantial evidence that these experiences continue today
through significant disparate impacts associated with the use of force, foot and traffic stops and bias in
the police oversight system itself.

CPD is not doing enough to combat racial bias. Policies need further clarification, as it is not clear whether
and when officers may use race as a factor when initiating stops. While CPD collects a fair amount of data,
little is reported to the public. CPD still has significant work to do to diversify its ranks, especially at
supervisory levels. And more needs to be done to train officers to acknowledge and address their biases
and deploy officers who are culturally competent and have a proper understanding of the communities
they are assigned to serve.

Historically, CPD has relied on the Community Alternative Policing Strategy (“CAPS”) to fulfill its
community-policing function. The CAPS brand is significantly damaged after years of neglect. Ultimately,
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community policing cannot be relegated to a small, underfunded program; it must be treated as a core
philosophy infused throughout CPD.

CPD officers are not adequately equipped to engage with youth. The existing relationship between CPD
and youth—particularly youth of color—is antagonistic, to say the least. Children in some areas of the City
are not only being raised in high-crime environments, but they are also being mistreated by those who
have sworn to protect and serve them.

Finally, CPD is not doing enough to protect human and civil rights. Providing arrestees access to counsel is
a particular problem. In 2014, only 3 out of every 1,000 arrestees had an attorney at any point while in
police custody. In 2015, that number “doubled” to 6. The City’s youth are particularly vulnerable and often
lack awareness of their rights.

LEGAL OVERSIGHT & ACCOUNTABILITY
Chicago’s police accountability system is broken. The system is supposed to hold police officers
accountable to the people they serve and protect by identifying potential misconduct, investigating it and,
when appropriate, imposing discipline. But at every step of the way, the police oversight system is riddled
with legal and practical barriers to accountability.

IPRA is badly broken. Almost since its inception, there have been questions about whether the agency
performed its work fairly, competently, with rigor and independence. The answer is no. Cases go
uninvestigated, the agency lacks resources and IPRA’s findings raise troubling concerns about whether it
is biased in favor of police officers. Up until recently, the agency has been run by former law enforcement,
who allowed leadership to reverse findings without creating any record of the changes. IPRA has lost the
trust of the community, which it cannot function without.

Imposing discipline on officers guilty of misconduct has also been a challenge. Existing policies and the
woefully inadequate oversight regarding how discipline is imposed have allowed far too many officers to
receive little or no discipline even after a complaint is sustained. Discipline is not handed down evenly,
and there are several layers in the process where discipline is often reduced.

The collective bargaining agreements between the police unions and the City have essentially turned the
code of silence into official policy. The CBAs discourage reporting misconduct by requiring affidavits,
prohibiting anonymous complaints and requiring that accused officers be given the complainant’s name
early in the process. Once a complaint is in the system, the CBAs make it easy for officers to lie if they are
so inclined —they can wait 24 hours before providing a statement after a shooting, allowing them to
confer with other officers, and they can amend statements after viewing video or audio evidence. In many
cases, the CBAs also require the City to ignore or even destroy evidence of misconduct after a certain
number of years.

The community has long been shut out of Chicago’s police oversight system. Meaningful engagement
with the community—and giving the community power in the oversight system—is critical to ensuring
that officers are held accountable for misconduct.

Finally, in the current system, there is no entity to police the police oversight system itself. There is no way
to know if existing entities are performing their jobs with rigor and integrity, and no entity is equipped to
identify and address systemic changes regarding patterns and practices of misconduct or bias, or to
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analyze policies and procedures to prevent future problems. Police inspectors general—often called
auditors—have emerged nationally in response to a growing belief that traditional oversight agencies
would benefit from having a second set of eyes to ensure that they perform as they should.

EARLY INTERVENTION AND PERSONNEL CONCERNS
The community is rightfully skeptical that enough is being done within CPD to adequately supervise and
identify officers whose actions are falling short of expectations. There is a general absence of a culture of
accountability within CPD, largely because no one in top leadership has taken ownership of how to
identify and handle problem officers.

CPD currently collects a variety of data on issues related to officer performance—including complaints
and lawsuits—but does little to holistically analyze officer performance and intervene when troubling
patterns emerge. Data collection is incomplete. Distribution, analysis and follow-up is limited.

Although supervisors have potentially-invaluable tools for managing each of the officers under their
charge through a Performance Recognition System and a dashboard program, this monitoring and
intervention system is not working. There are no mandatory requirements that supervisors use the
system to analyze data or intervene in officer misconduct. Review of the data is entirely discretionary—or
it is at least treated that way. Supervisors are not required to input information to explain the data or take
any action in response to the data they receive. As a result, there is no way to know if supervisors are
even using the dashboard, much less how they are using it. There do not appear to be any enforcement
mechanisms to ensure supervisors use the program and, according to our interviews, the system is
considered far from mandatory. In fact, our interviews with officers and supervisory personnel indicate
that the dashboard has not been functional so far in 2016.

In recent years, CPD’s two formal early intervention
programs—the Behavioral Intervention System (“BIS”) and
Personnel Concerns (“PC”)—have rarely been used. In 2007,
276 officers were included in either BIS or PC. Participation
quickly dropped off after FOP filed a grievance against CPD
for certain officers’ inclusion. CPD and FOP settled the
grievance by agreeing to remove officers from the programs.
By 2013, zero officers were being actively managed through
either of those programs. In 2014, only 7 officers were
enrolled in the program. In 2015, 13 officers were enrolled.

There are many national models to design a more effective
early intervention system, including systems mandated by
Department of Justice consent decrees. Chicago has a lot of
catching up to do. Advances in technology and data analysis allow police departments to identify officers
who may be in need of interventions and to respond appropriately. It is imperative that CPD have a
system in place that allows for a 360-degree view of the activity and conduct of its officers. The system
should allow CPD to identify problematic behaviors at the earliest possible instance so that it can get
officers back on track or, if necessary, manage them out of the department before it is too late. This is an
essential component in re-establishing legitimacy with the community.
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DE-ESCALATION
Unfortunately, there have been many examples of CPD encounters with citizens in rountine situations
that have gone tragically wrong. There are also widespread reports from people all over Chicago that
some officers approach these same routine situations with an overaggressive and hostile demeanor,
using racially charged and abusive language. It is critically important that each officer approach every
encounter with a citizen with respect and a commitment to the sanctity of life.

In addition, there have increasingly been situations in which police response to calls involving persons
experiencing mental health crises ended with devastating results. OEMC must be able to identify calls and
encounters that are mental-health related and respond with appropriate resources.

Emergency calltakers and dispatchers are a critical component of mental health crisis response, but they
are ill-equipped to identify mental health calls and dispatch appropriate resources. OEMC personnel
receive only one hour of annual training about crisis intervention and mental health, and their
(understandable) focus on speedy dispatches often hinders accurate identification of mental health calls
and the quality of response.

In 2005, following a series of highly publicized shootings of persons with mental illnesses, CPD
established a CIT program to train officers on addressing individuals in mental health crises. Officers can
take a 40-hour course to become CIT-certified. The CIT program has had a number of positive outcomes,
but only 15% of CPD officers are CIT-certified. This is not enough to ensure that there are enough CIT-
certified officers to respond to mental health calls.

Even when officers have CIT training, they have limited options to divert those living with mental illness to
healthcare providers instead of jail. Currently, the only diversion option is the emergency room at various
hospitals. More often, officers take individuals to Cook County Jail, which has become one of the largest
mental health treatment providers in the nation. When officers do transport individuals to designated
emergency room drop-offs, they often see the same person back in their beat hours or days later, with no
change in their behavior. This is a poor use of manpower and resources.

Police officers are too often the first responders to those living with mental illness and experiencing a
crisis. Most people living with mental illness do not receive treatment, in large part due to the shrinking
mental healthcare safety net. The mental health system focuses on chronic care management for people
who are living with severe, disabling mental illnesses. It does not address early intervention that might
encourage recovery and avoid long-term disability. Without these less intensive, recovery-promoting
services, persons living with mental illness fail to get timely treatment until their symptoms are so severe
as to require costly crisis management.
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For the Mayor and City Council, we expect that policies, ordinances and procedures will be adopted in the
next 90 to 180 days to take aggressive steps to implement the recommendations within this Report. We
hope that someone within each branch of government will lay out a timeline for delivering what we have
outlined as necessary, and set up an accountability structure for ensuring that action is taken and
changes are implemented. For CPD, there is much that can be done immediately and it will only inure to
the benefit of the new leadership to adopt as many changes—including both policies and practices—
described here, as quickly as is practicable. We encourage Cook County and State legislators to join the
effort, as policing reform in Chicago impacts both the region and state, and many of our
recommendations affect other areas of Illinois.

The challenge is broader but no less important for advocates, community and faith organizations,
philanthropy and the broader community. From this moment we hope that these individuals and groups
will push for and demand that the police accountability system in Chicago change, whether they agree
with our recommendations or not. We further hope that all who have labored over or otherwise been
affected by these issues will continue to ensure that their voices are heard in this debate and that this
moment for change does not pass. Finally, we hope that these bodies will think about and consider a
design for the path ahead. The Task Force cannot say exactly what should happen next in this debate. It is
to the government and the people of Chicago—through the bodies outlined above and others—to
determine where we go from here.

Is Real Reform Possible?
Reform is possible if there is a will and a commitment. But where reform must begin is with an
acknowledgement of the sad history and present conditions that have left the people totally alienated
from the police, and afraid for their physical and emotional safety. And while many individuals and
entities have a role to play, the change must start with CPD. CPD cannot begin to build trust, repair what
is broken and tattered unless—from the top leadership on down—it faces these hard truths,
acknowledges what it has done at the individual and institutional levels and earnestly reaches out with
respect. Only then can it expect to engage the community in a true partnership.
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1 Comment from Sullivan High School Community Forum (Feb. 25, 2016).
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Context
Before addressing the Task Force’s findings and recommendations, it is important to set the context for
our work. While we were doing our work, the U.S. Department of Justice was investigating CPD as well. We
are also not the first “task force” to evaluate CPD, which has a history of great accomplishment as well as
scandal resulting in reform efforts. Moreover, many of the issues discussed in this report are not unique
to Chicago, as issues of race and policing have received significant national attention in recent years. At
the same time, policing in Chicago involves several overarching challenges that must be taken into
account. Finally, a basic understanding of CPD’s current structure, training and promotion system is
important to contextualize the issues addressed in this report.

U.S. Department of Justice Investigation
On December 7, 2015, six days after Mayor Emanuel appointed the Task Force, the U.S. Department of
Justice announced that it had opened a civil pattern or practice investigation into CPD. By statute, it is
unlawful for police “to engage in a pattern or practice of conduct … that deprives persons of rights,
privileges, or immunities secured or protected by the Constitution or laws of the United States.”23 The
Department of Justice can bring civil suits for relief “to eliminate the pattern or practice.”24 The
Department of Justice notified CPD that its investigation “will focus on CPD’s use of force, including racial,
ethnic and other disparities in use of force, and its systems of accountability.”25 Given the Department of
Justice’s focus, the Task Force has not conducted a detailed analysis of CPD’s use-of-force practices.

A pattern or practice proceeding is a powerful tool, but the process “typically takes years” from start to
finish.26 From 2009-2015, the Department of Justice opened 23 pattern or practice investigations. Of the
larger police departments investigated, the first stage of the process alone—investigating and issuing
findings—took anywhere from eight months to three plus years: Cleveland Division of Police (19 months);
Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department (8 months); Miami Police Department (20 months); New
Orleans Police Department (10 months); Newark Police Department (38 months); Seattle Police
Department (9 months); and Baltimore Police Department (11 months and counting). The implementation
of remedies takes more time. And CPD is far larger than any of these departments.

The Task Force views its findings and recommendations as complementary to the Department of Justice’s
ongoing investigation. Given the likely length of the federal process, the Task Force’s report presents an
opportunity to begin immediately the process of improving transparency, respectful engagement and
accountability. Since early December, the Department of Justice has been well aware of the scope of the
Task Force’s work. With the issuance of this report, the Department of Justice can decide whether and
how to take the Task Force’s findings and recommendations—and the City’s and CPD’s efforts to
implement them—into account when it releases its own findings.
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Prior Task Forces
CPD dates back to 1835, when the Town of Chicago was first authorized to establish its own police force.
The City of Chicago was incorporated two years later. Since then, CPD has not been immune to the
corruption that has often plagued City government.

We are at least the sixth “task force” to recommend reforms to CPD. These reform efforts typically
occurred in response to corruption-related scandals. Though some of these reforms led to the police
oversight system that is in place today, few if any prior task forces have been charged with broadly
reviewing community-police relations and the patchwork oversight system that has developed over time.
Nonetheless, there are a number of issues and themes associated with these prior reform efforts that
resonate today. This Task Force has a unique opportunity to ensure that CPD and its oversight system are
structured to ensure that the core values of respectful engagement and accountability are given the
priority they deserve.

The first body commissioned to review CPD that we identified dates back to 1898. At that time, Governor
Tanner appointed the “Berry Committee” to examine the City’s compliance with a civil service law that was
supposed to ensure that positions in CPD were filled based on merit.27 The Berry Committee concluded
that “the administration now in force in Chicago is unalterably opposed to the merit system and has done
everything in its power to destroy the law and nullify its provisions and has made it a mockery, a byword
and a sham.”28 The administration “remove[d] from office competent and capable men without any cause,
in order to appoint their own friends to office,” leading to the appointment of “many men of unsavory
reputation and mental and physical unfitness.”29 The Berry Committee found that CPD “should be
removed … as far as possible[] from politics” and that police officers should “be retained alone upon their
merits and discharged only for cause.”30

In 1911, Mayor Harrison directed the Chicago Civil Service Commission to investigate connections
between CPD and “various criminal classes,” including gamblers.31 The Commission found that “there is,
and for years has been, a connection between [CPD] and the various criminal classes in the city of
Chicago.”32 Because gambling was so widespread, CPD’s “Gambling Squad itself was not above suspicion,
either on account of palpable stupidity or deliberate collusion with the gambling fraternity.”33 The
Commission also noted lax discipline throughout CPD, finding that “[i]f there is one great fault in [CPD], it
is the fact that to a large extent the sergeants do not exercise that degree of authority and responsibility
which their title and increased pay demands.”34 The Commission recommended a number of actions to
address its findings. Among them, it recommended that “the Police Pension Law be revised so as to
prevent payment of pensions to persons discharged from the force.”35

In 1960, Mayor Richard J. Daley appointed a committee to recommend ways to modernize and
professionalize CPD in response to what was then described as “the mother of all scandals.”36 A group of
eight CPD officers from the Summerdale District on Chicago’s North Side had been caught operating a
large-scale burglary ring.37 (Unfortunately, calling Summerdale the “mother” of all scandals proved
prophetic as other officers have been caught engaging in criminal conduct over the years.) The head of
the committee was Orlando Wilson, the Dean of the School of Criminology at the University of California.
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The Summerdale scandal brought about a significant reorganization and transformation of CPD into a
“professional” police force.38 The committee nominated Wilson to serve as Superintendent of Police, a
position he held for seven years. Wilson promptly turned over the top command and made CPD more
independent of partisan political influences. The committee also recommended the establishment of a
five-member Police Board to nominate candidates for superintendent vacancies, adopt rules and
regulations for CPD, prepare budgets and address recommendations for officer discipline in serious
cases. This body would ultimately become today’s Chicago Police Board.

In the early 1970s, CPD faced increasing allegations of police brutality, particularly in African-American
communities. In response, Congressman Ralph Metcalfe convened a “Blue Ribbon Panel” to report on
“The Misuse of Police Authority in Chicago.”39 The panel heard testimony concerning “many instances of
grossly abusive conduct on the part of Chicago policemen,” which “poison[] police-community relations.”40

The panel found that CPD used fatal force more frequently than in other big cities, and that 75% of those
killed were black.41 It also noted “the false arrests, the illegal searches or the more common kind of
psychological violence that occurs daily, especially in exchanges between police and minorities and young
people. Very few young Blacks and Browns have been spared the experience of having to swallow their
pride and take a bullying insult from a police officer.”42

And yet, the Metcalfe panel found, “complaints from citizens of abusive conduct by police are almost
universally rejected by [CPD’s] self-investigation system.”43 Excessive force complaints were sustained in
only 1.4% of cases.44 This led the panel to recommend that “an entirely new independent investigating
agency, reporting its factual findings to the Police Board for imposition of discipline … should be
created.”45 The panel’s recommendation led to the establishment of the Office of Professional Standards
(“OPS”) in 1974. (In 2007, OPS was replaced by the Independent Police Review Authority.) The panel also
recommended increasing the size of the Police Board from five to fifteen to promote “genuine,
representative public participation.”46 The board was ultimately enlarged to nine members.

In 1997, Mayor Richard M. Daley appointed the Commission on Police Integrity to examine the root
causes of police corruption, review how other urban police departments approach the issue and propose
changes to CPD policies and procedures. Prominent attorney Dan Webb headed the commission, and
served along with then-Assistant State’s Attorney Anita Alvarez, Sharon Gist Gilliam, former CPD
Superintendent Fred Rice and Brian L. Crowe. The mayor appointed the commission after a group of
seven CPD officers from the Austin District (15th) on Chicago’s West Side were indicted for robbing and
extorting money and narcotics from drug dealers. Another three officers from the Gresham District (6th)
were indicted for conspiracy to commit robbery and sales of illegally confiscated narcotics.

The 1997 Commission on Police Integrity made a number of recommendations. The recommendations
included: (1) increasing the minimum requirements for new recruits to a bachelor’s degree and one year
of work history; (2) overhauling the field training officer program and extending the probationary period
for new officers from 12 to 18 months; (3) establishing an “early warning” system to alert command
personnel when an officer may be involved in a pattern of misconduct; (4) implementing a range of
management improvements, including emphasizing supervisor accountability and expanding training for
new Sergeants; and (5) implementing continuing education or in-service training for officers.47 Some of
these recommendations were implemented. Unfortunately, other recommendations were not addressed
and still need attention, as we discuss in more detail below.
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National & Local Conversation on Policing
In a large urban environment like Chicago, race matters in policing. In recent years in particular, race and
policing have received significant public attention, often in response to officer-involved shootings and
other tragic incidents affecting people of color. Information about these incidents can spread quickly over
social media, especially if part of the incident is captured on video, an increasingly frequent occurrence.
These incidents have sparked national attention and discussion, sometimes leading to violent protests.

In Ferguson, Missouri, Officer Darren Wilson shot and killed Michael Brown, 18.

In Cleveland, Ohio, Officer Timothy Loehmann shot and killed Tamir Rice, 12.

In Baltimore, Maryland, Freddie Gray died after sustaining spinal cord injuries while he was transported in
a police van after his arrest for possessing an allegedly illegal switchblade.

In New York City, Eric Garner died after Officer Daniel Pantaleo put him in a chokehold while arresting
him on suspicion of selling loose cigarettes.

In the wake of Ferguson and other events, President Obama appointed a Task Force on 21st Century
Policing. The 21st Century Policing Task Force was charged with identifying best practices and offering
recommendations on how policing practices can promote effective crime reduction while building public
trust. The 21st Century Policing Task Force made a variety of recommendations organized around six
“pillars”: building trust and legitimacy, policy and oversight, technology and social media, community
policing and crime reduction, officer training and education and officer safety and wellness.48 These
recommendations address many of the same topics at issue in this report, and will be discussed in more
detail later.

Chicago has had its own share of officer-involved shootings. While these shootings have declined over the
past five years, of the 404 shootings by police officers between 2008 and 2015,49 299 or 74% of the victims
shot or killed were black. Thus, little has changed since the early 1970s when the Metcalfe panel found
that 75% of those killed by CPD were black.

IPRA investigated all of these shootings and deemed nearly all of them justified. The justifications for
these historic shootings have been repeatedly called into question. IPRA recently announced the hiring of
outside experts to “audit … closed officer-involved shooting investigations . . . to assess the quality of the
investigative process and the accuracy of the findings and outcomes.”50

Some of these shootings—in addition to Laquan McDonald—have raised significant public concern. On
March 21, 2012, Rekia Boyd, 22, was shot and killed by off-duty CPD detective Dante Servin. After warning
a group of people about talking too loudly, Servin fired at them from his car as they turned to walk away.
Boyd was struck in the head and killed. Servin claimed that he thought he saw a gun, but it turned out to
be a cell phone. Servin was charged with involuntary manslaughter, which applies in cases of
recklessness. In an odd twist, the court dismissed the involuntary manslaughter charge because it
deemed Servin’s alleged conduct intentional (not reckless) and suggested that Servin could have been
charged with first-degree murder. Proceedings are underway to terminate Servin’s employment with CPD,
and the City paid $4.5 million to settle a lawsuit by Boyd’s family.51
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On December 26, 2015, Quintonio LeGrier, 19, made three 911 calls seeking help concerning a fight with
his father. Officers were dispatched only after LeGrier’s father made his own 911 call reporting that
LeGrier was threatening him with a baseball bat. LeGrier had a history of mental illness that went
undetected by 911 operators. What happened next when police arrived on the scene is not clear. But
Officer Robert Rialmo shot and killed LeGrier. A neighbor, Betty Jones, 55, was also struck and killed. In
one final twist, Rialmo has responded to a civil suit filed against him by counterclaiming against LeGrier’s
estate for assault and infliction of emotion distress. Rialmo asserts that “forc[ing] Rialmo to end LeGrier’s
life” and Jones’s as well caused “Rialmo to suffer extreme emotional trauma.”52

Broader Challenges Facing Chicago
Diversity and Segregation. Chicago is one of the most diverse cities in the nation. Citywide, Chicago is
almost evenly split by race among whites (31.7%), blacks (32.9%) and Hispanics (28.9%). Chicago has a
significant Asian population (5.5%) as well.53 Chicago is also home to a wide variety of ethnic groups from
across the globe. Chicago’s great cultural diversity is often considered one of its greatest strengths.

At the same time, many of Chicago’s neighborhoods are heavily segregated. This segregation dates back a
century or more, as segregation enforced by law gave way to de facto segregation.54 While at least certain
neighborhoods are gradually integrating, Chicago still consistently rates as one of the most segregated
big cities in the United States.55 For example, 19 of Chicago’s 77 “community areas” are at least two-thirds
white, 26 are at least two-thirds black and 10 are at least two-thirds Hispanic. Many of Chicago’s black
citizens remain particularly isolated. Twenty community areas are at least 90% black, and 12 are at least
95% black (led by Burnside at 99.4%, Auburn Gresham at 98.5% and Washington Park at 98.1%).56

Because many neighborhoods are predominantly white, black or Hispanic, residents are often largely
isolated from other races and ethnic groups. This segregation poses particular challenges for younger
police officers, whose early assignments to certain neighborhoods may be their first significant
experience interacting with different racial and ethnic groups and understanding the culture of
communities different from their own.

Poverty and Unemployment. Citywide, 22.1% of Chicagoans live in poverty, 10.1% live in extreme
poverty and 12.9% are unemployed. These figures are roughly in line with other big cites. Not surprisingly,
however, Chicago’s highest-crime neighborhoods have even higher rates of poverty and unemployment.
In Austin, which is 86.4% black, 30.6% live in poverty, 13.0% live in extreme poverty and 22.6% are
unemployed. In North Lawndale, which is 92.5% black, 45.3% live in poverty, 25.4% live in extreme poverty
and 21.2% are unemployed. In Roseland, which is 96.6% black, 23.3% live in poverty, 12.7% live in extreme
poverty and 20.3% are unemployed. And in West Englewood, which is 95.1% black, 39.8% live in poverty,
19.1% live in extreme poverty and 35.9% are unemployed.57

These same neighborhoods are ravaged by violent crime. In Austin (population 98,162), in 2013 and 2014,
there were 3,341 violent crimes, including 67 homicides, 219 non fatal shootings and 725 armed
robberies with guns. In North Lawndale (population 36,074), there were 1,859 violent crimes, including 27
homicides, 110 non fatal shootings and 315 armed robberies with guns. In Roseland (population 45,285),
there were 1,586 violent crimes, including 27 homicides, 119 non fatal shootings and 376 armed
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robberies with guns. And in West Englewood (population 35,294), there were 1,831 violent crimes,
including 48 homicides, 175 non fatal shootings and 316 armed robberies with guns.58

Chicago has many neighborhoods where there is an alarming lack of jobs as well as a dearth of basic
community services and anchors like decent schools, day care, churches, community centers, parks or
grocery stores. As a result, many of these communities lack hope or the tools to break the vicious cycle of
poverty and crime. Given the myriad social problems plaguing these neighborhoods, police officers are
often ill-equipped to address many of these communities’ needs. Yet they are frequently expected to do so.

Illegal Guns. Chicago also has a significant gun violence problem. In recent years, CPD has recovered
significantly more guns used in crimes per capita than New York City and Los Angeles combined. In 2012,
Chicago recovered 27.7 crime guns per 10,000 residents, compared to 12.2 by Los Angeles and 3.9 by
New York City.59 The number of gun recoveries is even more striking in Chicago’s highest-crime
neighborhoods. In 2013 and 2014, CPD recovered 58.9 crime guns per 10,000 residents in Austin, 115.2 in
West Englewood, 111.4 in Roseland and 120.6 in North Lawndale.60

These differences in gun recoveries cannot be explained by superior policing strategies or the devotion of
more resources in Chicago compared to Los Angeles and New York City. Chicago simply has more guns
used in crimes. In 2011, while Chicago, Los Angeles and New York City had similar non-gun homicide rates
(between 1.90 and 2.67 per 100,000 residents), Chicago significantly outpaced Los Angeles and New York
City for gun-related homicides: 13.39 per 100,000 residents compared to 5.93 and 3.84, respectively.61

And while Chicago has strict gun laws, certain areas of the City are literally ringed by suburban gun shops,
and guns can easily be procured in neighboring states like Indiana and Wisconsin, as well as through an
entrenched pipeline of illegal guns coming from southern states.

The proliferation of guns inevitably raises the stakes for police-citizen encounters and fundamentally
changes the dynamic of policing.

Basic Facts About CPD’s Structure
A Chicago police officer’s job is also affected by the internal structure and operations of CPD itself. A
police officer must interact not only with members of the community, but also with his or her supervisors,
subordinates and colleagues. Below, we provide a brief overview of CPD’s structure and its hiring, training
and promotion processes. This overview provides further context to the findings and recommendations
later in this report.

CPD is the second-largest police department in the United States, with 12,500 budgeted sworn officers. It
trails only New York City’s (34,454 sworn officers). After Chicago, the next largest police departments are
in Los Angeles (9,920), Philadelphia (6,515), Houston (5,295), Washington DC (3,865), Dallas (3,478),
Phoenix (2,952), Baltimore (2,949) and Miami-Dade (2,745).62

The Superintendent of Police, along with his First Deputy Superintendent, are in charge of administering
and directing CPD’s operations. The Superintendent and First Deputy manage four Bureaus—Patrol,
Detectives, Organized Crime and Support Services—each of which is commanded by a Chief and between
one to six Deputy Chiefs.63
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Patrol is by far the largest Bureau in CPD. It is responsible for general field operations, including the
protection of life and property, apprehension of criminals and enforcement of traffic laws and ordinances.
Within Patrol, Chicago is divided into 22 districts, organized into three Areas (North, South, and Central).
Each Area is commanded by a Deputy Chief, and each district is run by a Commander.64 Within each district,
under the Commander, there are Captains, Lieutenants, Sergeants and Police Officers.

Every few years, CPD accepts applications for entry-level officers. The process begins with a written exam.
Applicants who pass the test are then placed in a lottery for further consideration, with preferences for
certain groups (e.g., military veterans, Chicago Public School graduates). If selected, applicants are
subjected to a physical fitness test, drug screening, medical exam, background investigation and
psychological evaluation. If an applicant makes it through the screening process, he or she then enters
the Police Academy. A year or more can pass between the time an applicant takes the written exam and
the start of the Academy, depending on the availability of Academy slots. This lengthy lag time can defeat
recruitment efforts to diversify Academy classes.

Overall, about 15% of applicants who start the hiring process make it to the Academy, at which point they
become Probationary Police Officers (“PPOs”). In the Academy, PPOs receive six months of formal training
(between 900 and 1,000 hours). The Academy graduates 70-75 person classes every few months. At the
time of hire, new officers must be 21 years old and have at least 60 semester hours from an accredited
college or university (with exceptions for military service). Thus, the typical Academy graduate is in his or
her early-to-mid 20s and has at least some college education, if not a degree.

After graduating from the Academy, CPD recruits remain PPOs for another 12 months (18 months total).
During that time, PPOs remain “assigned” to the Academy. The PPOs are assigned to work with field
training officers (“FTOs”) for training in three cycles (often 28 days per cycle) in varying districts. The PPOs
are then detailed to particular districts to complete their probationary periods. The starting annual salary
when a PPO begins the Academy is $46,668. After 12 months, PPOs are paid $66,606. After 18 months,
when the probationary period ends, newly-minted officers receive an annual salary of $70,380.65

After the probationary period, a new officer is assigned to a particular district for permanent assignment.
A small number of officers who achieved academic and other distinctions in the Academy get to choose
their initial district assignment. Upon assignment to a district, the Commander assigns officers to
particular watches and beats. After the initial assignment, an officer may transfer to another district
pursuant to a bidding process.

Non-supervisory officers and detectives are represented by the Fraternal Order of Police (“FOP”) and are
covered by FOP’s collective bargaining agreement with the City. The agreement governs watch and beat
assignments, as well as the bidding process for transfers. Under the agreement, these processes are
generally based on seniority, which means that new officers often end up in high-crime beats and the
most difficult watches.

Officers are supervised by Sergeants. According to their job description, Sergeants are expected to
prepare officers for duty and roll call, monitor officer activity, provide guidance on how to handle
incidents, monitor adherence to procedures and ensure that officers are carrying out assigned
responsibilities. Sergeants are also responsible for reviewing and evaluating officers’ performance and
administering counseling, development and corrective action. Sergeants must report significant incidents
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up the chain of command and conduct activities related to internal and complaint investigations and
employee grievances.66

As of January 1, 2016, CPD had 1,094 Sergeants. Sporadically, CPD takes applications for Sergeants.
Officers are eligible for promotion based on the results of a written exam and assessment exercise. Up to
30% of Sergeant promotions can be made through a merit selection process as well. At the time of
promotion, Sergeants must have served at least five years as officers. Notably, an officer’s disciplinary
record is not considered in the Sergeant promotion process.67 In addition, the promotion criteria does not
include an assessment of an individual’s ability to mentor or otherwise manage the health and well-being
of officers or other accountability measures like citizen or administrative complaints or interventions.
Sergeants are represented by the Policemen’s Benevolent & Protective Association of Illinois, Unit 156-
Sergeants, and have their own collective bargaining agreement with the City.

Sergeants are supervised by Lieutenants. According to their job description, the Lieutenant serves as the
officer in charge of a unit or section during an assigned tour of duty. Among other things, Lieutenants are
expected to (i) ensure that Sergeants evaluate, guide and instruct officers as needed, (ii) coach and
mentor subordinates, (iii) maintain an environment in which clear standards exist for acceptable behavior
and performance and (iv) monitor and ensure compliance with investigative guidelines regarding
complaint, disciplinary and summary punishment procedures.68

As of January 1, 2016, CPD had 187 Lieutenants. Sporadically, CPD takes applications for Lieutenants.
Sergeants are eligible for promotion to Lieutenant based on the results of a written exam and assessment
exercise. Again, up to 30% of Lieutenant promotions can be made through a merit selection process as
well. At the time of promotion, Lieutenants must have served at least three years as a Sergeant. They also
must have a bachelor’s degree. Notably, a Sergeant’s disciplinary record (and the disciplinary record of
the officers he or she supervises) is not considered in the Lieutenant promotion process.69 Lieutenants
are represented by the Policemen’s Benevolent & Protective Association of Illinois, Unit 156-Lieutenants,
and have their own collective bargaining agreement with the City.

CPD also has 31 Captains, who supervise the Lieutenants.70 A Captain is the second in command of a
district (beneath the Commander), or may serve as an executive officer of another unit. Among other
things, Captains assist the District Commander in operations, administration, planning, identification of
emerging crime trends and preparing strategic plans to address crime and disorder issues impacting
the community.

The Superintendent is responsible for selecting Captains. To be eligible, a candidate must have at least
two years’ experience as Lieutenant at the time of promotion. A candidate also must have “an
acceptable disciplinary record” at the time of application, meaning that the record “cannot include any
sustained Complaint Register (“CR”) investigations for misconduct resulting in suspensions of more
than 7 days during the prior 12 months, or 3 or more sustained CR investigations resulting in
suspensions of any length during the past 5 years.71 This is the only instance in which disciplinary
records are considered during the promotion process. Captains are represented by the Policemen’s
Benevolent & Protective Association of Illinois, Unit 156-Captains, and have their own collective
bargaining agreement with the City.
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After an officer leaves the Academy, aside from annual firearms certifications, there are no mandatory
annual training requirements for the rest of that officer’s career. To be sure, occasional trainings are
sometimes put in place, such as the recent Taser training, but those kinds of trainings appear to be
reactive and not part of a regular regime of in-service mandatory training. In addition, years ago CPD
started a series of streaming video training to be used during roll calls. Some of these videos are well
produced and provide excellent content. However, there is no program in place to ensure that they are
consistently used.
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Community-Police Relations
“The ability of the police to perform their duties is dependent upon

public approval of police existence, actions, behavior and the ability of
the police to secure and maintain public respect.”

Sir Robert Peel, Principles of Law Enforcement, 1829

“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. We are caught in
an inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of
destiny. Whatever affects one directly, affects all indirectly.”

Martin Luther King, Jr., 1963

“When you have police officers who abuse citizens, you erode public
confidence in law enforcement. That makes the job of good police
officers unsafe.”

Mary Frances Berry, 1999

How have CPD’s actions created mistrust in communities of color?
The lack of trust between the police and the communities they serve—especially communities of color—is
one of the most significant issues facing CPD today. At each of its community forums, the Task Force
heard a large and diverse group of Chicago residents express their deeply held view that racism, or at
least racial bias, is the root cause of the lack of trust between CPD and minority communities. People of
color articulated instance after instance in which police officers interacted with them in disrespectful and
sometimes outright racist ways. The forums provided a window into the intense sadness, pain and
frustration the community feels as a result of their first-hand experiences with CPD. Indeed, recent polling
suggests that only 20% of Chicagoans—including just 6% of African-Americans—believe CPD treats all
citizens fairly.72

The community’s lack of trust in CPD is justified. There is substantial evidence that people of color—
particularly African-Americans—have had disproportionately negative experiences with the police over an
extended period of time. There is also substantial evidence that these experiences continue today
through enforcement and other practices that disproportionately affect and often show little respect for
people of color. CPD’s long history and current practices are at the root of the deep distrust of the police
and remain a significant impediment to improved community-police relations.
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RACISM & RACIAL BIAS IN POLICING – HISTORY
In recounting the history of race and policing, it is difficult to pick a starting point. We could go back a
century or more. Between 1910 and 1940, Chicago’s black population increased from 40,000 to 278,000
as many black families moved to Chicago as part of the Great Migration.73 Many families moved to
Chicago to escape increasing racism and violence in the South, undoubtedly taking scars and distrust with
them.

Chicago had its own race issues. In 1919, race riots broke out after white men threw rocks at black
swimmers at a South Side beach for violating the unofficial segregation of Chicago’s beaches, causing the
death of Eugene Williams, 17. The police’s refusal to arrest a white offender sparked weeks of violence,
leaving 38 dead, over 500 injured, and 1,000 black families homeless.74 By the 1930s, 90% of Chicago’s
black residents were confined to a narrow four-block strip on the South Side known as the “Black Belt.”75

Blacks who tried to move elsewhere were often met with vandalism, arson and other acts of violence.76

This violence would not have been possible without at least tacit support of the police.

While acknowledging this older history, we focus below on some salient events and trends in Chicago
policing over the past 50 years. This review captures some of the key incidents and practices which many
of today’s residents experienced or witnessed first hand, directly shaping their views of CPD. Some are
examples of intentional mistreatment of people of color. Others are examples of well-intentioned
practices that nonetheless had a significantly disparate impact in Chicago’s minority neighborhoods.

Fred Hampton. One of the most notorious flash points in the racial dynamics between the police and
communities of color was the shooting of Fred Hampton. At 4:45 a.m. on December 4, 1969, 14 CPD
officers attached to the Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office executed a search warrant at an apartment
where nine members of the Illinois Black Panther Party were staying. After seven minutes of gunfire,
Hampton, 21, and another Panther, Mark Clark, 22, were dead. Hampton was the charismatic and
controversial Chairman of the Illinois Black Panthers. To many in the black community, the raid was little
more than a pretext to kill Hampton.

The events of that morning were hotly disputed. A federal grand jury ultimately found that the raid was
“not professionally planned or properly executed.”77 The grand jury was also troubled by an
“irreconcilable disparity” between officers’ accounts of the raid and the physical evidence.78 While officers
claimed that the Panthers fired at them at least 10-15 times, ballistics showed that all but one of the 80-
100 shots fired that morning came from the police.79 The grand jury did not indict the officers (largely
because the surviving Panthers had not cooperated in its investigation), though it concluded that the
officers’ performance “gives some reasonable basis for public doubt of their efficiency or even of their
credibility.”80

A state grand jury later indicted State’s Attorney Edward Hanrahan and the raiding officers for obstruction
of justice based on their actions and statements after the raid. They were ultimately acquitted in a bench
trial, but Hanrahan lost re-election in 1972 and would not hold public office again. Hampton’s and Clark’s
families and several Panthers who survived the raid filed a federal civil rights suit. After many years of
litigation, including an 18-month trial,81 the City agreed in 1982 to settle the plaintiffs’ claims for $1.85
million (the equivalent of roughly $4.5 million in today’s dollars, a not-insubstantial sum).
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Disorderly Conduct Arrests. In the early 1980s, a Chicago Reporter investigation found that CPD was
making approximately 150,000 “disorderly conduct” arrests each year, predominantly in minority
communities. What constituted disorderly conduct was often vague, and few cases were prosecuted
because officers routinely failed to appear in court. In 1980, 89,382 blacks were arrested for disorderly
conduct, compared to 33,270 whites and 17,931 Latinos. The arrests constituted almost half of all arrests
by CPD and therefore became one of the primary ways police interacted with minority communities.82

The ACLU filed suit to stop CPD’s practice of making disorderly conduct arrests with no intention of
prosecuting. A reportedly “outraged” and “irate” federal judge declared the practice unconstitutional after
the City repeatedly failed to participate in the case (a sadly ironic failure, given the underlying problem of
officers failing to appear in court).83 As part of its order, the court directed the City to expunge more than
800,000 disorderly conduct arrests over the prior five years where the arresting officer failed to appear
for court hearings.84 The ACLU and the City ultimately entered into a consent decree requiring officers
who make disorderly conduct arrests to appear at all court hearings until a case is resolved.85

By the early 1990s, disorderly conduct arrests dropped to approximately 60,000 per year, but racial
disparities remained. In 1993, CPD arrested approximately 40,000 blacks for disorderly conduct,
compared to approximately 10,000 Hispanics and 8,000 whites. By the 2000s, disorderly conduct arrests
dropped significantly, to approximately 10,000 per year. Even then, the black/white ratio for disorderly
conduct arrests was 10:1.86

Jon Burge. From 1972 to 1991, CPD detective and commander Jon Burge and others he supervised
tortured and abused at least 100 African-Americans on the South and West sides in attempts to coerce
confessions. Burge’s methods included administering electric shocks to victims’ genitals, suffocating
them with typewriter covers, threatening them with loaded guns and burning them on radiators. For
years, Burge and the City denied allegations of torture, reinforcing community beliefs in a police “code
of silence.” Burge was eventually suspended in 1991, and the Chicago Police Board fired him in 1993.
After Burge’s firing, the FOP attempted (unsuccessfully) to enter a float in the South Side Irish Parade
honoring him.87

In 2006, after a four-year investigation, special prosecutors concluded that there was enough evidence to
bring criminal charges against police officers in three cases of torture (Andrew Wilson, Phillip Adkins and
Alfonzo Pinex), but the statute of limitations had already run out.88 While it was too late to bring criminal
charges for the torture itself, federal prosecutors later charged and convicted Burge for obstruction of
justice and perjury after he lied about the torture in a civil case. Burge served 54 months in federal prison,
far less time than that served by the innocent men he helped convict through coerced and false
confessions.89 As discussed later in this report, Burge was allowed to keep his pension.90

The fallout from Burge’s actions was substantial. Many convictions where Burge had played a role were
reversed, remanded or overturned.91 In 2003, Governor Ryan pardoned four African-American inmates on
death row who had long maintained that Burge tortured them to confess to murders they did not
commit.92 Numerous civil suits were filed. To date, the City has spent upwards of $100 million on Burge-
related settlements, judgments and legal fees.93

In 2013, Mayor Emanuel apologized for this “dark chapter” in the city’s history.94 Two years later, the
Mayor and City Council “acknowledge[d] and condemn[ed], as evil and reprehensible, any and all acts of
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torture and abuse inflicted upon the Burge victims” and “apologize[d] to the Burge victims for these
horrific and inexcusable acts.” Along with the apology, the City agreed to pay $5.5 million in reparations
and provide other city services to Burge victims and to educate future CPS students about the Burge case
and its legacy.95

Gang Loitering Ordinance. In 1992, Chicago enacted a “gang loitering ordinance” in response to
complaints that gang members were intimidating law-abiding citizens. The ordinance prohibited
individuals believed to be “criminal street gang members” from “loitering” in a public place after they had
been ordered to disperse. From 1992 to 1995, CPD issued over 89,000 dispersal orders and arrested over
42,000 individuals. While precise statistics are not available, the ordinance was predominantly enforced
against people of color.96

In 1999, the U.S. Supreme Court held that the ordinance violated due process rights because it was
unconstitutionally vague.97 The Court held that the ordinance “lef[t] the public uncertain as to the conduct
it prohibits” because it “fail[ed] to distinguish between innocent conduct and conduct threatening
harm.”98 The Court further held that the ordinance created a “potential for arbitrary enforcement”
because it “afford[ed] too much discretion to the police” and “reach[ed] a substantial amount of innocent
conduct.”99

After the U.S. Supreme Court’s ruling, the City amended its gang loitering ordinance to make it more
specific. However, the ordinance is still predominantly enforced against people of color. In the summer of
2014, CPD officers issued 4,842 dispersal orders—4,100 against blacks (84.7%), 673 against Hispanics
(13.9%) and 66 against whites (1.4%).100

RACIAL BIAS IN POLICING – CPD’S CURRENT PRACTICES
Racial bias is not a thing of the past. Rather, data establishes that CPD’s use of force disproportionately
affects people of color. The same is true for foot and traffic stops. These enforcement actions have
deepened a widespread perception that police are indiscriminately targeting anyone and everyone in
communities of color without making individualized determinations of reasonable suspicion of criminal
conduct. Racial bias extends to other areas as well, including the police oversight system itself.

Use of Force. For both officer-involved shootings
and Taser discharges, citizens on the other end of use
of force by CPD are predominantly African-American.

From 2008 through 2015, there were 404 officer-
involved shootings resulting in injury or death. Of
those 404 shootings, 299 (74%) of the persons killed
or injured were black, 55 (14%) were Hispanic, 33 (8%)
were white and 1 (0.25%) was Asian.101
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From 2012 through 2015, there were a total of 1,886
officer-involved Taser discharges. Of those 1,886
discharges, 1,435 (76%) of the persons subjected to
Taser discharges were black, 254 (13%) were Hispanic,
144 (8%) were white and 4 (0.21%) were Asian.102

Investigatory Stops. Under the U.S. Supreme Court’s
1968 decision in Terry v. Ohio,103 an officer may
conduct a brief investigatory stop upon “reasonable
suspicion”—based on “specific and articulable facts”—
that a person has committed or is about to commit a
crime. An officer also may conduct a limited search or
pat down for weapons upon reasonable suspicion that
a person is armed and dangerous. While the Court
granted police officers these powers in appropriate
cases, it also acknowledged that investigatory stops
and frisks “must surely be an annoying, frightening,
and perhaps humiliating experience.”104

CPD’s data raises serious questions about whether it
abides by Terry and its progeny. In the summer of
2014, CPD stopped more than 250,000 people in
encounters not leading to arrests. These investigatory stops amounted to 93.6 per 10,000 people. (In
contrast, New York City, from 2011-2014, stopped between 1.6 and 22.9 per 10,000 people.)105

Notably, out of the 250,000 investigatory stops in the summer of 2014, 72% of those stopped were black,
compared to 17% Hispanic and 9% white.106
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African Americans have been particularly targeted in predominantly white neighborhoods. In District 18,
which covers the Near North Side and part of Lincoln Park, only 9.1% of the population is black, yet blacks
accounted for 57.7% of all stops. Meanwhile, 75.5% of the district’s population is white, yet whites
accounted for only 28.6% of all stops. Similarly, in District 19, which covers parts of Lincoln Park, Lakeview,
Uptown and Lincoln Square, only 6.6% of the population is black, yet blacks accounted for 51.1% of all
stops. 75% of the district’s population is white, yet whites accounted for only 29.2% of all stops.107
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Investigatory stops have accumulated in striking numbers among young black males. A survey of Chicago
residents in 2015 found that 56% of young black males reported being stopped on foot by CPD one or
more times during the prior 12 months. When traffic stops were included, almost 70% of young black
males reported being stopped by the police in the past year, a number far exceeding any other
demographic.108 In addition, the survey established “large racial disparities in the use of force reported by
respondents.”109 The survey revealed that “15% of Blacks and 17% of Hispanics reported being shoved or
pushed around, in contrast to 6% of Whites. [Blacks] were twice as likely as whites to be threatened by a
weapon. Compared to whites, all other groups were at least twice as likely to have been subjected to
some form of force before being released.”110

We heard many personal accounts corroborating this data. For example, in a youth forum at the Mikva
Challenge, we spoke with a high school student who reported being stopped by CPD and placed in squad
cars six or seven times. Each time, he reported, officers tersely kicked him out of the car when they were
finished without explanation or apology. Similarly, in a youth forum at Precious Blood Ministries, a young
Latino man reported being stopped by the police on his way home from work. He had just cashed his
paycheck, and an officer suggested that he “had a lot of money for a Mexican.”

These stops—and how they were conducted—had clearly left a deep mark on how youths and young
adults view the police. The stops were also traumatizing, and rendered the youths involved powerless and
voiceless. Multiply these experiences by the hundreds of thousands if not millions of investigatory stops
in recent years, particularly in the black community, and the indelible mark left on the City is deep and will
continue to reverberate for years.
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Traffic Stops. CPD’s traffic
stop data also raise
significant concerns
regarding racial bias. In
2013, 46% of CPD’s 100,676
traffic stops involved black
drivers, even though only
32% of the City’s population
is black. White and Hispanic
drivers were stopped at
rates lower than their
representation in the City’s
population.111

For both blacks and
Hispanics, the disparity
widens significantly when it
comes to vehicle searches.
In 2013, CPD was over four
times more likely to search
with consent vehicles of
black and Hispanic
motorists, compared to
white motorists (4.74 and
4.09 times, respectively).
CPD was also more likely to
search without consent
vehicles of black and
Hispanic motorists,
compared to white motorists (3.42 and 4.82 times).112

Given these numbers, one might expect that CPD finds contraband in vehicles of black and Hispanic
motorists at higher rates. That is not the case. In fact, the opposite is true. In consent searches, CPD
found contraband when officers searched white motorists twice as often compared to black and Hispanic
motorists. The “hit rates” were 12% for black motorists, 13% for Hispanic motorists and 24% for white
motorists. The same pattern held for searches without consent. The hit rates were 17% for black
motorists, 20% for Hispanic motorists and 30% for white motorists.113 These numbers appear to suggest
that black and Hispanic motorists are subject to a high number of vehicle searches even though CPD’s
own data suggest that, relative to whites, they are less likely to have contraband.
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