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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS

EASTERN DIVISION
LIONEL WHITE, )
)
Plaintiff, ) Honorable Sharon Johnson Coleman
) Magistrate Judge Sheila Finnegan
v. )
) Case No.: 17-cv-02877
CITY OF CHICAGO, RONALD WATTS, )
PHILLIP CLINE, DEBRA KIRBY, ALVIN ) JURY DEMANDED
JONES, ELSWORTH SMITH, JR., KALLATT )
MOHAMMED, MANUEL LEANO, BRIAN )
BOLTON, ROBERT GONZALEZ, AND )
DOUGLAS NICHOLS, )
)
Defendants. )

DEFENDANT RONALD WATTS’ ANSWERS TO
PLAINTIFF’S FIRST SET OF INTERROGATORIES TO DEFENDANT WATTS

Defendant, Ronald Watts, by and through his attorneys, Johnson & Bell, Ltd., and for his
Answers to Plaintiff’s First Set of Interrogatories to Defendant Watts, herein states as follows:
1. State your full name, month and year of birth, and place of birth.
ANSWER: Ronald Watts, born in July of 1963 in Chicago, Illinois.

2. List each high school, college, university, graduate school, trade or technical school
which you have attended and your dates of attendance in each and what degree or certificate, if
any, you received from such institution.

ANSWER: Ronald Watts attended Westinghouse High School in Chicago, Illinois,
graduating in 1981. Following high school, Defendant Watts enrolled and attended Illinois
State University from 1981 to 1983. He did not obtain a certificate or degree from Illinois
State University. Additionally, Defendant Watts attended Lincoln College in Normal,
Illinois in 1983 but did not receive a certificate or degree. Defendant Watts attended
Calumet College from 2003 to 2005 and obtained a Bachelor’s Degree in Law Enforcement
Management in 2005. He also attended Calumet College from 2010 to 2013 and obtained a
Master’s Degree in Public Safety Administration.

3. Did you ever serve in the military? If so, State
a. rank;
b. serial number;
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branch of service;

approximate dates of entry and discharge;

e. type of discharge, whether honorable or otherwise, and if for medical reasons,
state and describe the medical disability with reasonable specificity; and

f. whether you were ever the subject of any disciplinary proceedings in the military

service, and if so, describe the nature and state the outcome of such proceedings

e o

ANSWER: Yes. Defendant Watts served in the US Army from 1983 to 1986 and the US
Army reserves from 1986 to 1994. His rank was an “E4 Specialist” and was Honorably
Discharged. Defendant Watts does not recall ever being the subject of any disciplinary
proceedings while serving in the United States Army.

4. Identify each of your employers, in chronological order, starting with your graduation
from high school and including all current and part time employment. In your answer include
the following:
the name and address of each employer
the date you began such employment
a general description of your job duties
the date of termination of said employment;

a general description of your job duties at the time of said termination; and
the reason for your termination

o e o

ANSWER: Defendant objects to this interrogatory as being overly broad, unduly
burdensome, and calling for a narrative answer that is better suited for a discovery
deposition. Notwithstanding and without waiving these objections, Defendant Watts
worked for Metaphysics Incorporated in Chicago, Illinois from 1987 to 1994. During that
time he worked as a nuclear medicine transporter, a pharmacy assistant, and a pharmacy
technician. He left Metaphysics after being hired by the Chicago Police Department in
January of 1994. Following his attendance at the police academy he was assigned to the
Seventh District as a patrolman in June of 1994. In the early part of 1995, Defendant
Watts was transferred to the Second District where he remained until he was named
Sergeant in May of 2000. He worked in the Fifteenth District as a Patrol Sergeant for
approximately a year before being transferred to Public Housing South in 2001. Defendant
Watts became a Tactical Sergeant in Public Housing South in 2003. When the Public
Housing South unit was dissolved in approximately 2005, Defendant Watts became a
Tactical Sergeant in the Second District where he remained until he retired.

5. Have you ever been the subject of any disciplinary proceedings, including but not limited
to citizen complaints to the Police Department of the City of Chicago, which resulted in the
imposition of any disciplinary action, including but not limited to a written or verbal warning,
suspension, or reassignment?

ANSWER: Defendant objects to this interrogatory as being overly broad and unduly
burdensome and irrelevant. Notwithstanding and without waiving these objections and
subject to the Confidentiality Order entered by this Court, see attached Employee
Complaint History from CRMS, Bates Watts - 000001-000002, Pre-2000 Mainframe



Case: 1:17-cv-02877 Document #: 240-3 Filed: 03/31/25 Page 4 of 11 PagelD #:4568

Complaint Register History, Bates Watts -000003, and the Five Year Employee Complaint
Register History, Bates Watts 000004 as well as documents produced by the City of
Chicago in Baker v. City of Chicago et al., 1:16-v-08940, Bates City BG 55, 69, 85, 86, and
23865-23867. Investigation Continues.

6. Describe any awards, recognitions, or commendations, you have received in the course of
your employment as a Chicago police officer.

ANSWER: Defendant objects to this interrogatory as being overly broad and unduly
burdensome and irrelevant. Notwithstanding and without waiving these objections and
subject to the Confidentiality Order entered by this Court, see attached Employee
Compliment History, Bates Watts — 000005.

7. During the time you have worked as a Chicago police officer, did you ever apply for a
promotion to a high paying position over your present rank? Unless your answer is an
unqualified “no,” state, for each position applied to, the name of the position, the date you
applied for the promotion, and the result of your application.

ANSWER: Defendant is not currently employed as a Chicago Police officer. In
answering further, while employed as a Chicago Police Officer, Defendant Watts took the
Sergeant’s test prior to being named sergeant in 2003.

8. Have you ever been a party, whether plaintiff or defendant in any lawsuit? If so, state:
a. the court in which filed;
b. the year filed;
¢. the title and docket number of said case; and
d. the outcome of said case

ANSWER: Defendant objects to this interrogatory as being overbroad, unduly
burdensome and irrelevant. Notwithstanding and without waiving these objections,
Defendant Watts is currently named as a defendant in the following lawsuits pending in the
Northern District of Illinois: Baker v. City of Chicago et al., 1:16-v-08940 - filed on
September 15, 2016, Powell v. City of Chicago et al, 1:17-cv-05156- filed on July 12, 2017,
and Carter v. City of Chicago et al., 1:17-cv-07241 — filed on October 6, 2017. In answering
further, the electronic docket for the Northern District of Illinois indicates that Ronald
Watts was a defendant in the following lawsuits: Cartwright v. City of Chicago, et al., 1:09-
cv-04298, McCambry v. Baily et al., 1:11-cv-07450, and Brown v. City of Chicago, et al. 1:04-
cv-07265. Investigation Continues.

9. Have you ever been arrested, irrespective of whether or not the arrest has been expunged
or sealed and irrespective of whether or not the arrest was made while you were a juvenile? If
so, please state for each such arrest:

a. the date and place of arrest;

b. the arresting authority and names of arresting officers;

c. whether any criminal charges were filed in connection with the arrest, and if so,
the jurisdiction and disposition of the arrest;
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d. whether the records of the arrest have been expunged or sealed.

ANSWER: Defendant objects to this interrogatory as being overly broad and unduly
burdensome and irrelevant. Notwithstanding and without waiving these objections, yes.
Defendant Watts was arrested by the Federal Bureau of Investigation on February 12,2012
and charged in the Northern District of Illinois under Title 18, United States Code, Sections
641 and 2. The records of the arrest have not been expunged or sealed. In answering
further, Defendant Watts was arrested on November 18, 1984 and charged with
interference with the police. Upon information end belief, this cased was dismissed and
expunged prior to Defendant Watts joining the Chicago Police Department.

10. Have you ever been interviewed (either in person, by telephone, or through any other
means) by any law enforcement officer in connection with the investigation of any alleged
wrongdoing, whether on your part or on the part of another? If so, state for each such interview:

a. the date and place of the interview;

b. the interviewing authority and name of the interviewing person or persons;

c. the subject matter of the interview; and

d. whether you were advised of any constitutional or statutory rights prior to or
during the interview, and if so, the nature of the advice.

ANSWER: Defendant objects to this interrogatory as vague, ambiguous, overly broad, not
sufficiently limited in time or scope, and not reasonably calculated to lead to the discovery
of relevant or admissible evidence. Notwithstanding and without waiving these objections,
Defendant Watts was detained and interviewed by agents of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation following his arrest on February 12, 2012. In answering further, over the
course of his career, Defendant Watts was “interviewed” on more than one occasion by
investigators from the City of Chicago regarding various citizen complaints made against
him or against other officers.

11. At any time, did Plaintiff make any statements (written, oral, or otherwise) to you or to
anyone in your presence? If so, state:

a. the nature, substance, and description of any such statement, setting forth
verbatim any oral statement and providing any written or other recording, or
setting forth the contents thereof verbatim, or if you cannot recall the statement
verbatim, setting forth its contents as completely and accurately as possible;

b. the identity of each person present when each such statement was made; and

c. the nature, substance, and description of any statement you made to plaintiff,
setting forth verbatim such oral statement(s) and providing any written or other
recording, or setting forth the contents thereof verbatim, or if you cannot recall
the statement(s) verbatim, setting forth its substantive contents as completely and
accurately as possible.

ANSWER: Defendant objects to this interrogatory as being vague, overly broad, unduly
burdensome and not sufficiently limited in time or scope. Notwithstanding and without
waiving these objections, not that Defendant Watts recalls.
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12. Which, if any, of the police reports identified below contain false or inaccurate
statements? For each such false or inaccurate statement, identify the statement, state the manner
in which the statement is false or inaccurate, and state what the true or accurate statement should
be.

Arrest Report, LIONEL WHITE 00368-00370
Vice Case Report, LIONEL WHITE 00371-00372
Inventory Sheet, LIONEL WHITE 00078-00081
Tactical Response Report, LIONEL WHITE 00067

oo

ANSWER: On the advice of Counsel, Defendant has been advised to assert and invoke, and
hereby does assert and invoke, his privilege against self-incrimination and the protections
guaranteed by the Fifth Amendment of the United States Constitution.

13. Does the transcript of you statement regarding Plaintiff’s complaint, LIONEL WHITE
00138, contain false or inaccurate statements? If yes, identify each such statement, state the
manner in which the statement is false or inaccurate, and state what the true or accurate
statement should be.

ANSWER: On the advice of Counsel, Defendant has been advised to assert and invoke, and
hereby does assert and invoke, his privilege against self-incrimination and the protections
guaranteed by the Fifth Amendment of the United States Constitution.

14. Describe with reasonable specificity your conduct during, immediately preceding, and
immediately following the arrest of plaintiff on April, 24, 2006.

ANSWER: On the advice of Counsel, Defendant has been advised to assert and invoke, and
hereby does assert and invoke, his privilege against self-incrimination and the protections
guaranteed by the Fifth Amendment of the United States Constitution.

15. Have you ever planted drugs or guns on a person, seen another police officer plant drugs
or guns on a person, and/or directed another police officer to plant drugs or guns on a person? if
so, for each incident, state:
the full names and star numbers of all officers involved;
the full name of the person on who drugs or guns were planted;
the date, time, and location of the incident; and
the complete nature of the actions that you and any other police officer took in the
incident.

foop

ANSWER: On the advice of Counsel, Defendant has been advised to assert and invoke, and
hereby does assert and invoke, his privilege against self-incrimination and the protections
guaranteed by the Fifth Amendment of the United States Constitution.

16. Are you aware that you will be personally responsible for the payment of any award of
punitive damages that may be made against you in this lawsuit?
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ANSWER: Defendant objects to this interrogatory, to the extent that it calls for
information protected by the attorney client privilege. Notwithstanding and without
waiving these objections, Defendant is aware that Plaintiff is seeking punitive damages as
alleged in his Complaint, and is aware that punitive damages are generally paid by
individual defendants themselves.

17. Do you own or do you have any interest in real property? Unless you answer is an
unqualified “no,” state the location of any such property, the name or names in which the title is
held, and the nature of your interest.

ANSWER: Defendant objects to this interrogatory in that it is overbroad and premature.
Defendant will supplement this response in accordance with all appropriate scheduling
orders and once it is determined whether evidence of financial status will be presented at
trial.

18. Do you own any cash or checking or savings accounts? Unless your answer is an
unqualified “no,” state the total value of the items owned and state, for each checking or savings
account:

a. the name of the financial institution the account is in;
b. the type of account; and
c. the present balance and the highest balance in the preceding 12 month period;

ANSWER: Defendant objects to this interrogatory in that it is overbroad and premature.
Defendant will supplement this response in accordance with all appropriate scheduling
orders and once it is determined whether evidence of financial status will be presented at
trial.

19. Do you own any marketable securities such as stocks, bonds, or United States
Government Bonds? Unless your answer is an unqualified “no,” for each security:
a. the type of security
b. the number of shares held (if applicable); and
c. the [resent market value of the security.

ANSWER: Defendant objects to this interrogatory in that it is overbroad and premature.
Defendant will supplement this response in accordance with all appropriate scheduling
orders and once it is determined whether evidence of financial status will be presented at
trial.

20. List the persons, if any, who are dependent on you for their support and state your
relationship to any such person or persons.

ANSWER: Defendant objects to this interrogatory in that it is overbroad and premature.
Defendant will supplement this response in accordance with all appropriate scheduling
orders and once it is determined whether evidence of financial status will be presented at
trial.



Case: 1:17-cv-02877 Document #: 240-3 Filed: 03/31/25 Page 8 of 11 PagelD #:4572

21. State your 10-year salary history.

ANSWER: Defendant objects to this interrogatory in that it is vague, ambiguous,
overbroad and premature. Defendant will supplement this response in accordance with all
appropriate scheduling orders and once it is determined whether evidence of financial
status will be presented at trial.

22. Have you signed any financial statement or statements in the past 10 years? Unless your
answer is an unqualified “no,” state for each financial statement:
Date prepared:
Entity to which the financial statement was submitted;
Reason for submission of the statement;
Whether you have access to a copy of such statement;

e o

ANSWER: Defendant objects to this interrogatory in that it is vague, ambiguous,
overbroad and premature. Defendant will supplement this response in accordance with all
appropriate scheduling orders and once it is determined whether evidence of financial
status will be presented at trial.

23. Identify any financial assets not described already and state their value.

ANSWER: Defendant objects to this interrogatory in that it is vague, ambiguous,
overbroad and premature. Defendant will supplement this response in accordance with all
appropriate scheduling orders and once it is determined whether evidence of financial
status will be presented at trial.

24. If you refused to answer any portion of any interrogatory based on your assertion of your
rights under the Fifth Amendment, state the basis for each invocation of those rights.

ANSWER: Defendant objects to this interrogatory on the basis that it is vague and
confusing. Defendant further objects to the extent that this interrogatory calls for a legal
conclusion. Notwithstanding and without waiving this objection, on information and belief,
Defendant Watts and others are being investigated by the Cook County State’s Attorney’s
Office.

JOHNSON & BELL, LTD.

By:  /s/Kevin A. Pacini
One of the attorneys for Defendant Watts
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Brian P. Gainer

Monica Gutowski

Kevin A. Pacini

JOHNSON & BELL, LTD.
33 West Monroe Street, Suite 2700
Chicago, IL 60603

Tel: (312) 372-0770

Fax: (312) 372-9818

Email: gainerb@jbltd.com
Email: gutowskim@jbltd.com
Email: pacinik@jbltd.com



Case: 1:17-cv-02877 Document #: 240-3 Filed: 03/31/25 Page 10 of 11 PagelD #:4574

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Kevin A. Pacini, an attorney, hereby certify that on March 2, 2018, I served a copy of
the foregoing, Defendant Watts’s Answers to Plaintiff’s First Set of Interrogatories, to all
counsel of record via email.

Dated: March 2, 2018 s/ Kevin A. Pacini
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