
 

 

Exhibit 27 

Case: 1:17-cv-02877 Document #: 240-28 Filed: 03/31/25 Page 1 of 60 PageID #:7058



Case: 1:17-cv-02877 Document #: 240-28 Filed: 03/31/25 Page 2 of 60 PageID #:7059



·1· · · · · · ·IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

·2· · · · · · · · ·FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF

·3· · · · · · · · · ·ILLINOIS EASTERN DIVISION

·4· · · · · · · MASTER DOCKET CASE NO. 19-CV-01717

·5· · · · · · · · · · · ·JUDGE VALDERRAMA

·6· · · · · · ·MAGISTRATE JUDGE SHELIA M. FINNEGAN

·7

·8· · · · · · · · · ·IN RE: WATTS COORDINATED

·9· · · · · · · · · · ·PRETRIAL PROCEEDINGS

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23· ·DEPONENT:· DARRYL EDWARDS

24· ·DATE:· · · OCTOBER 28, 2021

25· ·REPORTER:· CHLOE HOWARD

Case: 1:17-cv-02877 Document #: 240-28 Filed: 03/31/25 Page 3 of 60 PageID #:7060



Page 2
·1· · · · · · · · · · · · ·APPEARANCES

·2

·3· ·ON BEHALF OF THE PLAINTIFFS, LOEVY AND LOEVY PLAINTIFFS:

·4· ·Theresa Kleinhaus

·5· ·Loevy & Loevy

·6· ·311 North Aberdeen Street

·7· ·3rd Floor

·8· ·Chicago, Illinois 60607

·9· ·Telephone No.:· (312) 243-5900

10· ·E-mail: tess@loevy.com

11· ·(Appeared via videoconference)

12

13· ·ON BEHALF OF THE PLAINTIFFS, THE FLAXMAN PLAINTIFFS:

14· ·Joel Flaxman

15· ·The Law Offices of Kenneth N. Flaxman, P.C.

16· ·200 South Michigan Avenue

17· ·Suite 201

18· ·Chicago, Illinois 60604

19· ·Telephone No.: (312) 427-3200

20· ·Facsimile No.: (312) 427-3930

21· ·E-mail: jaf@kenlaw.com

22· ·(Appeared via videoconference)
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·APPEARANCES (CONTINUED)

·2

·3· ·ON BEHALF OF THE DEFENDANT, KALLATT MOHAMMED:

·4· ·Kathryn Doi

·5· ·Daley Mohan Groble, P.C.

·6· ·55 West Monroe Street

·7· ·Suite 1600

·8· ·Chicago, Illinois 60603

·9· ·Telephone No.: (312) 422-5883

10· ·Facsimile No.: (312) 422-5370

11· ·E-mail: kdoi@daleymohan.com

12· ·(Appeared via videoconference)
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14· ·ON BEHALF OF THE DEFENDANT, DARRYL EDWARDS AND

15· ·ADDITIONAL OFFICERS:

16· ·Anthony Zecchin

17· ·Hale & Monico LLC

18· ·53 West Jackson Boulevard

19· ·Suite 330

20· ·Chicago, Illinois 60604

21· ·Telephone No.: (312) 870-6933

22· ·E-mail: azecchin@halemonico.com

23· ·(Appeared via videoconference)
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·APPEARANCES (CONTINUED)

·2

·3· ·ON BEHALF OF THE DEFENDANT, OFFICERS SPAARGAREN AND

·4· ·CADMAN:

·5· ·Megan McGrath

·6· ·Leinenweber Baroni & Daffada, LLC

·7· ·120 North LaSalle Street

·8· ·Suite 2000

·9· ·Chicago, Illinois 60602

10· ·Telephone No.: (866) 786-3705

11· ·Facsimile No.: (800) 896-2193

12· ·E-mail: mkm@ilesq.com

13· ·(Appeared via videoconference)

14

15· ·ON BEHALF OF THE DEFENDANTS, CITY OF CHICAGO AND

16· ·INDIVIDUAL DEFENDANTS:

17· ·Dhaviella Harris

18· ·Reiter Burns, LLP

19· ·311 South Wacker Drive

20· ·Suite 5200

21· ·Chicago, Illinois 60606

22· ·Telephone No.: (312) 982-0090

23· ·Facsimile No.: (312) 429-0644

24· ·E-mail: dharris@reiterburns.com

25· ·(Appeared via videoconference)
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·1· · · · · · · · · ·APPEARANCES (CONTINUED)

·2

·3· ·ON BEHALF OF THE DEFENDANT, RONALD WATTS:

·4· ·Ahmed Kosoko

·5· ·Johnson & Bell

·6· ·33 West Monroe Street

·7· ·Suite 2700

·8· ·Chicago, Illinois 60603

·9· ·Telephone No.: (312) 984-0214

10· ·Facsimile No.: (312) 372-9818

11· ·E-mail: kosokoa@jbltd.com

12· ·(Appeared via videoconference)
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Page 10
·1· · · · · · · · · · · · ·STIPULATION

·2

·3· ·The VIDEO deposition of DARRYL EDWARDS was taken at

·4· ·KENTUCKIANA COURT REPORTERS LLC, 30 SOUTH WACKER DRIVE,

·5· ·22ND FLOOR, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60606, via videoconference

·6· ·in which all participants attended remotely, on

·7· ·THURSDAY, the 28th day of OCTOBER, 2021 at 10:14 a.m.;

·8· ·said deposition was taken pursuant to the FEDERAL Rules

·9· ·of Civil Procedure.· The above-referenced notarial act

10· ·involved the use of communication technology.

11· ·Specifically, the court reporter appeared by

12· ·videoconference pursuant to KRS 423.455 and complied

13· ·with all statutory requirements. It is agreed that CHLOE

14· ·HOWARD, being a Notary Public and Court Reporter for the

15· ·State of KENTUCKY, may swear the witness and that the

16· ·reading and signing of the completed transcript by the

17· ·witness is not waived.
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Page 11
·1· · · · · · · PROCEEDINGS
·2
·3· · · · COURT REPORTER:· We are now on record.· My name
·4· ·is Chloe Howard.· I'm the video technician and court
·5· ·reporter today.· Today is the 28th day of October
·6· ·2021.· The time is 10:14 a.m.· We are convened by
·7· ·videoconference to take the deposition of Darryl
·8· ·Edwards in the matter of Watts coordinated pretrial
·9· ·proceedings, pending in the United States District
10· ·Court for the Northern District of Illinois, Eastern
11· ·Division, master docket case number 19-CV-01717.
12· ·Will everyone but the witness please state your
13· ·appearance, how you're attending, and the location
14· ·you're attending from.
15· · · · MS. KLEINHAUS:· Good morning.· This is Theresa
16· ·Kleinhaus, on behalf of the Loevy plaintiffs, I'm
17· ·attending remotely from the State of Illinois.
18· · · · MR. FLAXMAN:· Joel Flaxman, for the Flaxman
19· ·plaintiffs attending via Zoom from Chicago.
20· · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· Anthony Zecchin, on behalf of the
21· ·deponent Mr. Edwards as well as additional officers
22· ·other than Cadman, Spaargaren.· Appearing in
23· ·Chicago.
24· · · · MS. MCGRATH:· Megan McGrath, on behalf of
25· ·Defendant Cadman, Spaargaren, from Chicago.

Page 12
·1· · · · MR. KOSOKO:· Ahmed Kosoko, on behalf of Ronald
·2· ·Watts, appearing via Zoom, Chicago, Illinois.
·3· · · · MS. DOI:· Kathryn Doi, appearing on behalf of
·4· ·Defendant Mohammed appearing from Chicago, Illinois
·5· ·remotely.
·6· · · · MS. HARRIS:· Dhaviella Harris, appearing for
·7· ·City of Chicago, individual supervisory officers,
·8· ·appearing via Zoom in Chicago.
·9· · · · COURT REPORTER:· Mr. Edwards, would you please
10· ·hold your -- state your full name for the record?
11· · · · THE WITNESS:· Darryl Edwards.
12· · · · COURT REPORTER:· And then could you please hold
13· ·your driver's license up to the camera?· Yeah.· If
14· ·you could just pull it up, there you go, perfect.
15· ·Do all parties present agree that the witness is, in
16· ·fact, Darryl Edwards?
17· · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· Yes.
18· · · · MS. KLEINHAUS:· Yes.
19· · · · MS. DOI:· Sure.
20· · · · MS. HARRIS:· Yes.
21· · · · MS. MCGRATH:· Yes.
22· · · · MR. FLAXMAN:· Yes.
23· · · · MR. KOSOKO:· Yes.
24· · · · COURT REPORTER:· All right.· Mr. Edwards, could
25· ·you please right your -- raise your right hand? Do

Page 13
·1· · · ·you solemnly swear or affirm the testimony you're
·2· · · ·about to give will be the truth, the whole truth,
·3· · · ·and nothing but the truth?· I couldn't hear you, I'm
·4· · · ·sorry.
·5· · · · · · THE WITNESS:· Yes.
·6· · · · · · COURT REPORTER:· All right.· You may begin.
·7· · · · · · · · · DIRECT EXAMINATION
·8· ·BY MS. KLEINHAUS:
·9· · · · Q· · Morning, sir.· As we -- as I said before we
10· ·got on the record, my name is Theresa Kleinhaus.  I
11· ·represent the Loevy plaintiffs in these coordinated
12· ·proceedings.· Have you given a deposition before?
13· · · · A· · Not in this matter.
14· · · · Q· · Okay.· Have you given depositions on other
15· ·matters?
16· · · · A· · Yes.
17· · · · Q· · How many times have you done that?
18· · · · A· · Several.
19· · · · Q· · Okay.· For today's deposition, did you review
20· ·any documents?
21· · · · A· · Yes.
22· · · · Q· · What did you review?
23· · · · A· · Case reports and arrest reports.
24· · · · Q· · Anything else?
25· · · · A· · Yeah.· I think attached was maybe some
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Page 14
·1· ·inventories.
·2· · · · Q· · Okay.· Anything besides case reports, arrest
·3· ·reports, and inventories?
·4· · · · A· · Nothing that I can relate, no.
·5· · · · Q· · Other than reviewing documents, did you do
·6· ·anything else to prepare for your deposition today?
·7· · · · A· · No.
·8· · · · Q· · Did you meet with your attorney?
·9· · · · A· · Yes.· I did.
10· · · · Q· · And which attorney did you meet with?
11· · · · A· · With Anthony Zecchin.
12· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· Zecchin.
13· · · · Q· · How many times did you meet with Mr. Zecchin?
14· · · · A· · Twice.
15· · · · Q· · Are you on any medications today that would
16· ·prevent you from providing accurate testimony?
17· · · · A· · No.· I'm not.
18· · · · Q· · Do you have any medical conditions that would
19· ·prevent you from providing accurate testimony?
20· · · · A· · No.
21· · · · Q· · If I ask a bad question that doesn't make
22· ·sense to you, do you agree to ask me to rephrase it?
23· · · · A· · Yes.
24· · · · Q· · And I'm going to assume if you answer my
25· ·question, that you understood my question; is that fair?

Page 15
·1· · · · A· · Yes.
·2· · · · Q· · And I'm going to do my best not to talk over
·3· ·you.· If you can do your best not to interrupt me,
·4· ·that'll make it easier, since we're doing this on Zoom
·5· ·and Chloe is trying to take everything down; is that
·6· ·fair?
·7· · · · A· · Yes.
·8· · · · Q· · Okay.· Sir, are you currently employed by the
·9· ·Chicago Police Department?
10· · · · A· · No.
11· · · · Q· · And what do you currently do for work?
12· · · · A· · I'm retired.
13· · · · Q· · When did you retire?
14· · · · A· · May 15, 2021.
15· · · · Q· · What was the last job that you had before you
16· ·retired?
17· · · · A· · Policeman.
18· · · · Q· · And for how long were you a policeman?
19· · · · A· · I was a policeman for Chicago from October
20· ·1999 to May 15, 2021.
21· · · · Q· · Do you receive a pension from the City of
22· ·Chicago?
23· · · · A· · Yes.
24· · · · Q· · Why did you decide to retire in May of 2021?
25· · · · A· · I've been a police officer since 1992, which
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·1· ·gives me approximately 29 years, discussed it with my --
·2· ·with my wife and I felt it was time to retire, after 29
·3· ·years of service.
·4· · · · Q· · What did you do for work before you were a
·5· ·police officer for Chicago?
·6· · · · A· · I was a police officer with the Chicago
·7· ·Housing Authority Police Department.
·8· · · · Q· · Did you have any other jobs in law enforcement
·9· ·besides your job with CHA and CPD?
10· · · · A· · No.
11· · · · Q· · Did you ever work security for any private
12· ·corporation?
13· · · · A· · Yes.
14· · · · Q· · Okay.· When did you do that?
15· · · · A· · Oh, man.· In 1989 to 1992, I was a security
16· ·guard for Barnes International Security Services in
17· ·Bloomington, Illinois.
18· · · · Q· · Besides your job in Bloomington doing
19· ·security, and your job with CHA, and your job at CPD,
20· ·are there any other positions you've held or jobs you've
21· ·had that involved security or enforcement?
22· · · · A· · No.
23· · · · Q· · Did you ever serve in the military?
24· · · · A· · No.
25· · · · Q· · What's the highest level of education that you

Page 17
·1· ·have?
·2· · · · A· · Bachelor's, two master's degrees, three
·3· ·classes towards my doctorial.
·4· · · · Q· · Okay.· And what did you -- what's your first
·5· ·master's degree in?
·6· · · · A· · Law enforcement administration.
·7· · · · Q· · And when did you obtain that?
·8· · · · A· · Roughly 2007, I believe.
·9· · · · Q· · And what educational institution did you
10· ·obtain that degree from?
11· · · · A· · Calumet College of St. Joseph.
12· · · · Q· · Okay.· And where's that?
13· · · · A· · That's in Whiting, Illinois [sic].· And not --
14· ·and not, I'm sorry.· I was going to backtrack.  I
15· ·believe that degree was in 2004 when I obtained it.
16· · · · Q· · Okay.· Thank you.· And what's the second
17· ·master's degree that you obtained?
18· · · · A· · Public safety administration.
19· · · · Q· · And when did you obtain that degree?
20· · · · A· · I believe it was in 2000 -- it was in 2007.
21· · · · Q· · And from what educational institution did you
22· ·obtain that?
23· · · · A· · Calumet College of St. Joseph, Whiting,
24· ·Indiana.
25· · · · Q· · What area of study is your bachelor's in?
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Page 18
·1· · · · A· · Occupational safety.
·2· · · · Q· · And when did you obtain that?
·3· · · · A· · That was in 1990 -- 1990.
·4· · · · Q· · And where did you obtain that?
·5· · · · A· · Illinois State University.
·6· · · · Q· · Have you ever been arrested?
·7· · · · A· · No.
·8· · · · Q· · What was the last role that you had during
·9· ·your career at CPD?
10· · · · A· · Policeman.
11· · · · Q· · What were your duties?
12· · · · A· · I was working the radio room.
13· · · · Q· · And where's the radio room?
14· · · · A· · It's located in the front of the station,
15· ·behind the desk.
16· · · · Q· · And what station were you assigned to?
17· · · · A· · 2nd District, 51st and Wentworth, 155 West
18· ·51st Street.
19· · · · Q· · Okay.· And from when to when were you assigned
20· ·to the radio room at the 2nd District?
21· · · · A· · Approximately November of 2017, and to the day
22· ·I retired, May 15, 2021.
23· · · · Q· · And what did you do in your assignment in the
24· ·radio room?
25· · · · A· · I handed out video -- videos, body cameras,
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·1· ·tasers, and any other equipment that officers required
·2· ·to do their daily duties out on the street.
·3· · · · Q· · Okay.· Was that role considered desk duty at
·4· ·CPD?
·5· · · · A· · Yes.
·6· · · · Q· · And what does desk duty mean?
·7· · · · A· · Desk duty -- that you work inside on the desk.
·8· · · · Q· · Did you consider being placed on desk duty,
·9· ·discipline?
10· · · · A· · Yes.· I wasn't doing the assignment that I
11· ·would -- would like to normally do, yes.
12· · · · Q· · And were you told why you were placed on desk
13· ·duty?
14· · · · A· · Yes.· I was told that it was due to the fact
15· ·that there was a letter written, and saying that I could
16· ·no longer testify in court, and my new assignment would
17· ·be working inside on the desk.
18· · · · Q· · And who told you that?
19· · · · A· · It was the supervisor.· I don't recall who it
20· ·was.
21· · · · Q· · Did the supervisor tell you in person?
22· · · · A· · No.· I was called at home.
23· · · · Q· · Did you ever complain about being put on desk
24· ·duty?
25· · · · A· · Yes.· I was concerned.

Page 20
·1· · · · Q· · Okay.· Who did you complain to about being
·2· ·placed on desk duty?
·3· · · · A· · I would inquire to supervisors who would work
·4· ·inside.
·5· · · · Q· · And which supervisors did you inquire to?
·6· · · · A· · Just several who worked the desk.· I don't
·7· ·recall who they were.
·8· · · · Q· · And when did you inquire about your placement
·9· ·on desk duty?
10· · · · A· · Various times throughout the time that I was
11· ·working the desk for approximately four years.
12· · · · Q· · And what did you tell them when you were asked
13· ·them or when you inquired?
14· · · · A· · Basically, when is this going to end?· Why am
15· ·I not working my current assignment?· Why can't I work
16· ·overtime?
17· · · · Q· · And what --
18· · · · A· · If there's something -- if there's something
19· ·written saying that I can't, you know, through the
20· ·department, work the streets?
21· · · · Q· · And what was the response to those inquiries?
22· · · · A· · It was coming from upper echelon and it's
23· ·basically a change of assignment.
24· · · · Q· · And what do you mean when you say. "Upper
25· ·echelon"?
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·1· · · · A· · Individuals who worked at headquarters.· Upper
·2· ·management.
·3· · · · Q· · Did you ever talk to anyone else who served on
·4· ·the Watts team or served with Sergeant Watts about being
·5· ·placed on desk duty?
·6· · · · A· · In passing, I would say why are we here? There
·7· ·was like three other -- maybe four or five other
·8· ·officers that worked in the 2nd District.
·9· · · · Q· · Okay.· And who did you mention it to in
10· ·passing?
11· · · · A· · Elsworth, who worked in the video room with
12· ·me.· I think there was a few other officers, Gonzalez,
13· ·he worked in the radio room -- not in the radio room,
14· ·when he worked in 2nd District in the back, and, I
15· ·think, Doug (phonetic).
16· · · · Q· · Did any of those officers have a response for
17· ·you when you asked why are we put here -- put on desk
18· ·duty?
19· · · · A· · Same thing, just change of assignment.
20· · · · Q· · Did you ever discuss any allegations of
21· ·misconduct on the Watts team with any of those officers?
22· · · · A· · No.
23· · · · Q· · When you were on desk duty from November 2017
24· ·until your retirement, did you have arrest powers?
25· · · · A· · Yes.
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Page 22
·1· · · · Q· · Could you carry a gun?
·2· · · · A· · Yes.
·3· · · · Q· · Did you attend the Chicago Police Academy?
·4· · · · A· · Yes.
·5· · · · Q· · And when did you attend the academy?
·6· · · · A· · The first time in 1992, June.· The second
·7· ·time, October 4, 1999.
·8· · · · Q· · And why did you attend twice?
·9· · · · A· · When the Chicago Housing Authority Police
10· ·Department was disbanded, I had to go through the hiring
11· ·process to be a Chicago Police officer.· And had to
12· ·attend the academy for the full process of the Chicago
13· ·Police Department's training.
14· · · · Q· · Did you grow up in the Chicago area?
15· · · · A· · Yes.
16· · · · Q· · Did you attend high school in the Chicago
17· ·area?
18· · · · A· · Yes.
19· · · · Q· · Where did you attend high school?
20· · · · A· · Dunbar Vocational High School.
21· · · · Q· · And when you joined the Chicago Housing
22· ·Authority Police Department, what was your assignment
23· ·there?
24· · · · A· · Policeman.
25· · · · Q· · And what did you do in that role?· What were
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·1· ·your day-to-day activities?
·2· · · · A· · Law enforcement.
·3· · · · Q· · Can you be more specific about what you're
·4· ·responsible for doing during your shift?
·5· · · · A· · Protecting and serving the communities of the
·6· ·Chicago Housing Authority.
·7· · · · Q· · So would you work patrol?
·8· · · · A· · Yes.
·9· · · · Q· · And were you assigned to patrol the entire
10· ·time that you were a policeman for CHA?
11· · · · A· · Yes.
12· · · · Q· · Did you have a regular partner while you were
13· ·a policeman with CHA?
14· · · · A· · Various partners throughout my seven-and-a-
15· ·half years.
16· · · · Q· · Okay.· Were you partners with anyone at CHA,
17· ·that you later worked with at CPD?
18· · · · A· · No.
19· · · · Q· · Who was your supervisor when you were at CHA?
20· · · · A· · It was various supervisors.
21· · · · Q· · Do you remember any of them?
22· · · · A· · Not specifically, no.
23· · · · Q· · When you were assigned to CHA, which housing
24· ·projects in particular were you patrolling?
25· · · · A· · I can name them.· Cabrini-Green, Rockwell,
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·1· ·LeClaire Courts, Trumbull, Altgeld Gardens, Hilliard,
·2· ·Stateway, Robert Taylor, Wells, Washington Park
·3· ·extensions, Henry Horner, and that's -- that's all I can
·4· ·recall at this time.· But it was throughout the entire
·5· ·Chicago Housing Authority that was, you know, in
·6· ·Chicago.
·7· · · · Q· · Okay.· And would you be assigned to one of
·8· ·those at a time?· For example, for a particular period
·9· ·of time you were assigned to Wells, or were you -- or
10· ·how did the assignments work?
11· · · · A· · Wherever the supervisors needed us detailed
12· ·out.
13· · · · Q· · Could that change shift to shift then?
14· · · · A· · It could change shift to shift, day to day,
15· ·month to month.
16· · · · Q· · Were you ever regularly assigned to patrol the
17· ·Wells Housing when you were working for CHA?
18· · · · A· · It was just part of our district.· We would
19· ·locate out of Robert Taylor -- I mean, yeah, Robert
20· ·Taylor, 49 45th, 7 South Federal.· And it would cover
21· ·Wells extensions, the Hilliards, Stateway Gardens, and
22· ·then whatever we -- whatever other development needed
23· ·assistance.
24· · · · Q· · Did you have any encounters with Ronald Watts
25· ·while you were working for CHA?
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·1· · · · A· · Never.
·2· · · · Q· · When did you first meet Watts?
·3· · · · A· · It was when I was assigned to public housing
·4· ·south, which was Ida B. Wells in approximately 2001.
·5· · · · Q· · Did you ever receive any discipline during
·6· ·your time working for CHA?
·7· · · · A· · No.· Not to my knowledge.
·8· · · · Q· · What was your first assignment with CPD after
·9· ·you switched from CHA to CPD?
10· · · · A· · My first assignment was going through the
11· ·academy.
12· · · · Q· · And what was your -- I'm sorry.· Strike that,
13· ·please.· When did you graduate from the academy for CPD?
14· · · · A· · Sometime in 2000.
15· · · · Q· · And what was your first assignment within CPD
16· ·after you completed the academy?
17· · · · A· · I was assigned to patrol in the 2nd District,
18· ·which is 51st and Wentworth.· 155 West 51st Street.
19· · · · Q· · Did you have an assigned field training
20· ·officer?
21· · · · A· · Yes.
22· · · · Q· · Who was that?
23· · · · A· · Last name was Willis.· I don't recall his
24· ·first name.
25· · · · Q· · Who was your supervisor when you were assigned
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·1· ·to patrol in the 2nd District in 2000?
·2· · · · A· · Various supervisors.· I can't recall the names
·3· ·of all of them.
·4· · · · Q· · Okay.· Can you recall the names of any of
·5· ·them?
·6· · · · A· · Oh, man.· Sergeant Willis, Lieutenant Hulk
·7· ·(phonetic).· That's all I can recall right offhand.· It
·8· ·was various supervisors who was -- I was assigned there.
·9· ·So long ago.
10· · · · Q· · Okay.· And if I understood you correctly or --
11· ·strike that, please.· When was Watts first your
12· ·supervisor?
13· · · · A· · Sometime in 2001, approximately.
14· · · · Q· · So did you first meet him at the time that he
15· ·became your supervisor?· Or did you know --
16· · · · A· · Yes.
17· · · · Q· · Okay.· Did you know him before he was your
18· ·assigned supervisor?
19· · · · A· · No.
20· · · · Q· · Okay.· When you joined the 2nd District in
21· ·2000, did you have an assigned regular partner?
22· · · · A· · No.
23· · · · Q· · And what shift were you assigned to when you
24· ·became part of the 2nd District?
25· · · · A· · I worked the second watch when I first was
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·1· ·assigned.
·2· · · · Q· · And just for our record, what are the hours
·3· ·for second watch?
·4· · · · A· · 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., 8:00 -- 3:00 --
·5· ·8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. -- a.m. hours for approximately
·6· ·eight hours.
·7· · · · Q· · Okay.· And what was your geographic area
·8· ·within the 2nd District that you were assigned to?
·9· · · · A· · The entire sec -- the entire sec -- sector of
10· ·the 2nd District.· It stretches from basically 35th to
11· ·60th, the expressway to -- to the lake -- to Lake
12· ·Michigan.
13· · · · Q· · And why did Sergeant Watts become your
14· ·supervisor?
15· · · · A· · Well, he was working a tactical team, and he
16· ·asked me did I want to work on his tactical team.
17· · · · Q· · Do you know why he specifically asked you if
18· ·you wanted to be part of the tactical team?
19· · · · A· · No.
20· · · · Q· · Do you know whether anyone recommended you or
21· ·suggested you as a member of the tactical team?
22· · · · A· · No.
23· · · · Q· · And what did you say when he asked you?
24· · · · A· · I said, yes.
25· · · · Q· · And why were you interested in the position on
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·1· ·the tactical team?
·2· · · · A· · Different change of assignment.
·3· · · · Q· · And tell me what you mean by that, please?
·4· · · · A· · Other than working patrol in uniform, you
·5· ·would work plain clothes.
·6· · · · Q· · And why did that appeal to you?
·7· · · · A· · Different change of assignment.
·8· · · · Q· · Was there something about working in plain
·9· ·clothes in particular that appealed to you?
10· · · · A· · Just a different change of assignment.
11· · · · Q· · Okay.· How did the assignment on a tactical
12· ·team differ from an assignment to patrol?
13· · · · A· · You would answer rapid calls, and you wouldn't
14· ·get the normal calls that patrolmans [sic] get.· Mainly
15· ·in -- in-progress calls.
16· · · · Q· · And can you give examples of what would be the
17· ·type of rapid calls you'd get on a tactical team?
18· · · · A· · An active shooter, a person with a gun, a
19· ·robbery in progress, things of that nature.
20· · · · Q· · Okay.· So I might not have understood your
21· ·testimony.· When you said, "In-progress calls," were you
22· ·saying those are more common when you're on patrol or
23· ·more common when you're on the tactical team?
24· · · · A· · No.· Those are the calls -- when they come
25· ·out, they see if is there a tactical team available to
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·1· ·take a man with a gun?
·2· · · · Q· · Okay.· Did you consider the tactical team a
·3· ·more exciting opportunity than patrol?
·4· · · · A· · It was a change of assignment.
·5· · · · Q· · Okay.· But just focusing on my question.· And
·6· ·we agree that it was a change from what you had been
·7· ·doing before.· Did you consider it a more exciting
·8· ·assignment?
·9· · · · A· · I considered it a chance to gain more
10· ·experience.
11· · · · Q· · Did you consider it a chance to advance your
12· ·career with CPD?
13· · · · A· · To gain more experience, yes.
14· · · · Q· · And from what time to what time were you a
15· ·member of the tactical team supervised by Sergeant
16· ·Watts?
17· · · · A· · Approximately three years.
18· · · · Q· · Would that have been 2001 to 2004?
19· · · · A· · I believe so.
20· · · · Q· · And why did you leave -- strike that, please.
21· ·If I say the Watts tactical team, do you know what I'm
22· ·referring to?
23· · · · A· · You're referring to Ronald Watts being the
24· ·sergeant of that particular team.
25· · · · Q· · Right.· Why did you leave the Watts tactical
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·1· ·team?
·2· · · · A· · I didn't leave the team.· The -- it was
·3· ·disbanded, the whole 715 unit, and we went back to our
·4· ·normal -- well, our regular assignments because we were
·5· ·detailed to the 715, so I went back to the 2nd District
·6· ·as a patrolman.
·7· · · · Q· · And when you went back to the 2nd District as
·8· ·a patrolman in approximately 2004, who was your sergeant
·9· ·then?
10· · · · A· · Just sergeants who worked the watch.
11· · · · Q· · So it rotated?
12· · · · A· · Huh?
13· · · · Q· · It -- I'm sorry.· It rotated?
14· · · · A· · Yes.
15· · · · Q· · And was Sergeant Watts one of the sergeants
16· ·that rotated through that role?
17· · · · A· · He was no longer my supervisor.
18· · · · Q· · Okay.· And just to focus it a little bit more,
19· ·was he one of the sergeants who would periodically be
20· ·the supervisor for your watch or no?
21· · · · A· · No.· He had a tactical team in the 2nd
22· ·District.
23· · · · Q· · Okay.· After 2004, was Watts ever your
24· ·supervisor again in your career at CPD?
25· · · · A· · No.
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·1· · · · Q· · Okay.· When you switched back over to patrol
·2· ·in the 2nd District in 2004, what shift were you
·3· ·assigned to?
·4· · · · A· · Midnights.
·5· · · · Q· · And was Ida B. Wells within your areas that
·6· ·you might patrol during -- once you went back to being a
·7· ·patrolman?
·8· · · · A· · The sect -- the Ida B. Wells is inside the
·9· ·sector -- the district of the 2nd District.
10· · · · Q· · I'm sorry.· I can ask it better.· Were you
11· ·still assigned to patrol the entire 2nd District just
12· ·like before?
13· · · · A· · Yes.
14· · · · Q· · Okay.· And that would've included Ida B.
15· ·Wells, right?
16· · · · A· · Yes.
17· · · · Q· · Okay.· Was there a reason that you didn't join
18· ·the Watts tactical team that was formed in 2004?
19· · · · A· · I wasn't chosen.· I wasn't picked to be a part
20· ·of that team.
21· · · · Q· · Did you want to be a part of that team?
22· · · · A· · I just took on my different assignment.
23· · · · Q· · I know that you did take on a different
24· ·assignment.· Did you want to be part of the new version
25· ·of the Watts tactical team?
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·1· · · · A· · No.· I just took on my different assignment.
·2· · · · Q· · Okay.· Did you want to go back to patrol?
·3· · · · A· · Yes.
·4· · · · Q· · And why was that?
·5· · · · A· · Taking on a different assignment.· That
·6· ·assignment was over, so I was taking on a different
·7· ·assignment.
·8· · · · Q· · When you were at the academy for CPD in
·9· ·approximately 2000, were you given some training on
10· ·report writing?
11· · · · A· · Yes.· Throughout the training we were given
12· ·training on report writing.
13· · · · Q· · Okay.· And what did that training on report
14· ·writing consist of?
15· · · · A· · Consists of how to complete a report.
16· · · · Q· · Are you trained on different types of reports,
17· ·like, vice case reports or arrest reports?
18· · · · A· · Yes.
19· · · · Q· · And were -- what were you taught about what it
20· ·means to be listed as the first arresting officer?
21· · · · A· · Basically, that you were the officer that
22· ·placed the individual under arrest.
23· · · · Q· · And was the -- were you trained that the first
24· ·arresting officer typically writes up the reports?
25· · · · A· · Yes.· If you placed the individual under
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·1· ·arrest, you write the report.
·2· · · · Q· · And as the individual -- or the first
·3· ·arresting officer or the person writing up the report,
·4· ·would you be expected to have personal knowledge of
·5· ·whatever criminal activity gave rise to the arrest?
·6· · · · A· · If you was the first arresting officer, you
·7· ·observe a crime being committed, and you wrote the
·8· ·report.
·9· · · · Q· · Okay.· What did it -- what were you trained
10· ·that it signified for someone to be listed as the second
11· ·arresting officer?
12· · · · A· · That they were with you on the scene, observed
13· ·the crime as well.
14· · · · Q· · And what about officers that were listed as
15· ·assisting arresting officers?· What were you trained
16· ·that means?
17· · · · A· · Assisting officers could be someone who was
18· ·called by dispatch to go and assist an officer who's
19· ·affecting arrest -- has affected arrest, whether you
20· ·were transporting or called to the scene for crowd
21· ·control, watch a prisoner, take a prisoner to the
22· ·bathroom, things of that nature.
23· · · · Q· · And what were you trained, in terms of who
24· ·should be the attesting officer?
25· · · · A· · The attesting officer is the same as the first
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·1· ·arresting officer.
·2· · · · Q· · Okay.· And what does it mean for that person
·3· ·to attest to the report?
·4· · · · A· · Sign.· The signature.
·5· · · · Q· · Okay.· And were you trained that the attesting
·6· ·officer's swearing under penalty of perjury, that the
·7· ·contents of the report are accurate?
·8· · · · A· · Yes.
·9· · · · Q· · From 2004, when you went back to being a
10· ·patrolman in the 2nd District until 2017 when you were
11· ·placed on desk duty, were you always assigned to the 2nd
12· ·District?
13· · · · A· · Yes.
14· · · · Q· · And were you always assigned to patrol?
15· · · · A· · Yes.
16· · · · Q· · Did you have a regular partner during that
17· ·period of time?
18· · · · A· · I had various partners.
19· · · · Q· · Okay.· What partners did you have while you
20· ·were on patrol in the 2nd District between 2004 and
21· ·2017?
22· · · · A· · Oh man, I couldn't begin to name all the
23· ·various partners.· I was part of a school unit that had
24· ·a set of partners -- whole team.· And then I was a part
25· ·of a foot patrol un -- team within the 2nd District,
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·1· ·that was various officers.· So it was numerous partners
·2· ·throughout that time.
·3· · · · Q· · Were any of the people you were partnered with
·4· ·officers you knew when you were serving on the Watts
·5· ·tactical team?
·6· · · · A· · Excuse me?
·7· · · · Q· · Were --
·8· · · · A· · Can you repeat the question?
·9· · · · Q· · Were any of your -- sure.· Were any of your
10· ·regular partners that you had from 2004 to 2017 officers
11· ·that you knew when you were part -- or, I'm sorry --
12· ·strike that, please.· Was there anybody you served with
13· ·on the Watts tactical team, who later was a regular
14· ·partner of yours?
15· · · · A· · No.· I worked with Mohammed a couple of months
16· ·after Housing disbanded, and then he -- that was it.
17· · · · Q· · Okay.· Other than Officer Mohammed, there
18· ·wasn't anyone else from the Watts tactical team who was
19· ·later a regular partner of yours, right?
20· · · · A· · No.
21· · · · Q· · I think I asked it the wrong way.· Let me see
22· ·if I can ask it better and cleaner.· Mohammed was the
23· ·only person that you knew from the na -- Watts tactical
24· ·team, who was later a regular partner of yours, is that
25· ·a true statement?
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·1· · · · A· · We were -- we were assigned to a car together
·2· ·for a few months when we was working midnights.
·3· · · · Q· · Okay.· Anyone else besides Mohammed, that you
·4· ·knew from working with them on the Watts tactical team,
·5· ·who was later a regular partner of yours?
·6· · · · A· · No.
·7· · · · Q· · When you were at the academy and you were
·8· ·trained on writing police reports, you were trained that
·9· ·prosecutors, and defense attorneys, and judges would be
10· ·relying on your reports, right?
11· · · · A· · Yes.
12· · · · Q· · During your career at CPD, did you ever have a
13· ·report that you authored sent back to you by a
14· ·supervisor instead of being approved?
15· · · · A· · Yeah.· It may have -- may have been missing a
16· ·time or something like that, yes.
17· · · · Q· · Did you ever have a report sent back because
18· ·there wasn't sufficient probable cause for the arrest?
19· · · · A· · Never.
20· · · · Q· · While you were at the academy were you
21· ·provided any training on testifying in court?
22· · · · A· · Yes.
23· · · · Q· · And what did that training consist of?
24· · · · A· · I don't recall all of it -- I don't recall
25· ·back then.· It was just that you have to testify in
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·1· ·court and, you know, just general chain -- training that
·2· ·you would have to testify in court, in front of a judge
·3· ·and things of that nature.
·4· · · · Q· · And did you testify in court throughout your
·5· ·career at CPD, up until the time you were placed on desk
·6· ·duty?
·7· · · · A· · Yes.
·8· · · · Q· · How would you typically prepare for testifying
·9· ·in court?
10· · · · A· · Basically, I would go in front of, you know,
11· ·whoever is going to be the attorney at that time that,
12· ·you know -- the defense attorney -- I mean, the state's
13· ·attorney, I would view my reports and then I would
14· ·testify.
15· · · · Q· · Did other officers also attend those
16· ·preparation sessions with the prosecutor with you?
17· · · · A· · If they were called to testify.
18· · · · Q· · When you joined the Watts tactical team in
19· ·2001, who were the other members of that team?
20· · · · A· · It was Kenneth Young, Calvin Ridgell, Alvin
21· ·Jones, Brian Bolton, Cadman, Gonzalez, Mohammed, Gerome
22· ·Summers, and I believe Michael Spaargaren.
23· · · · Q· · During the three years that you were part of
24· ·the team, did anyone else besides the people that you've
25· ·just mentioned, join the team?
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·1· · · · A· · Yes.· There were a few other officers who
·2· ·joined the team for brief times.· I -- I didn't --
·3· ·wasn't there long, but yeah, a few other officers
·4· ·joined.
·5· · · · Q· · And who joined?
·6· · · · A· · I remember individual by name of John Rod --
·7· ·Rodriguez, I believe, and I think it was Katherine
·8· ·Hughes.
·9· · · · Q· · Anyone else that you recall joining the team?
10· · · · A· · No.
11· · · · Q· · Well, while you were on the Watts tactical
12· ·team, did you have a regular partner on that team?
13· · · · A· · I was assigned to work in the car with Officer
14· ·Kallatt Mohammed, but it was -- due to the fact that it
15· ·was a team, we worked in unison a lot of times, so we
16· ·could switch up partners and things of that nature.· But
17· ·he was the one I was assigned a car to.
18· · · · Q· · Okay.· And what shift did you work when you
19· ·were a member the Watts tactical team?
20· · · · A· · Mainly a second watch, which I explained, but
21· ·we could be assigned to work various hours.
22· · · · Q· · Of the officers that you just listed who were
23· ·a part of the team in 2001 when you joined, did you know
24· ·any of them prior to joining the Watts tactical team?
25· · · · A· · No.
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·1· · · · Q· · And when other officers joined -- Officer
·2· ·Rodriguez, Officer Hughes, did you know them prior to
·3· ·them joining the team?
·4· · · · A· · No.
·5· · · · Q· · During your time as a member of the Watts
·6· ·tactical team, did you spend any time with any of the
·7· ·other members of the team outside of work together?
·8· · · · A· · I went to a couple of barbecues.
·9· · · · Q· · Okay.· Did you spend any time, besides a
10· ·couple of barbecues?
11· · · · A· · Yeah.· I visited Mohammed a few times, Calvin
12· ·Ridgell a few times.
13· · · · Q· · And did you consider any members of that team
14· ·to be friends?
15· · · · A· · Well, me and Calvin Ridgell became close
16· ·friends due to the fact that we were going to school
17· ·together, we were getting -- I was getting my first
18· ·master's and he was getting his bachelor's at the time.
19· ·Other individuals were coworkers, associates.
20· · · · Q· · Okay.· And did you and Officer Ridgell spend
21· ·time together outside of work?
22· · · · A· · Few times, yeah, we get together.· I consider
23· ·him a friend.
24· · · · Q· · And after you left the Watts tactical team,
25· ·did you stay in touch with Officer Ridgell?
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·1· · · · A· · Yes.
·2· · · · Q· · And are you still in touch with him to this
·3· ·day?
·4· · · · A· · Yes.· He's a friend.
·5· · · · Q· · Is there anyone else who was on the Watts
·6· ·tactical team with you that you would currently consider
·7· ·a friend?
·8· · · · A· · They were coworkers and I haven't -- I don't
·9· ·talk to those guys.
10· · · · Q· · Okay.· So the only person that you've
11· ·maintained friendly -- or friendship contact with is
12· ·Officer Ridgell; is that right?
13· · · · A· · Yes.
14· · · · Q· · During the time that you were on the Watts
15· ·tactical team, did Officer Young leave that team?
16· · · · A· · Not to my knowledge.
17· · · · Q· · Okay.· What about Officer Spaargaren?· Did he
18· ·leave at any point while you were part of that team?
19· · · · A· · Yes.
20· · · · Q· · And what was your understanding of why he left
21· ·the team?
22· · · · A· · He was just no longer part of the team.
23· · · · Q· · You didn't know why he left the team?
24· · · · A· · No.
25· · · · Q· · When you joined the Watts tactical team, were
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·1· ·you provided any training on how to perform your duties
·2· ·as a tactical officer?
·3· · · · A· · We would go to tactical training at the
·4· ·academy.· I believe we went a couple of times to do some
·5· ·training.
·6· · · · Q· · And did Sergeant Watts provide you on-the-job
·7· ·training on being a tactical officer?
·8· · · · A· · We would always have, even as a patrolman,
·9· ·meetings about officer safety.
10· · · · Q· · And did Sergeant Watts provide training to you
11· ·on being a tactical officer?
12· · · · A· · Just officer safety.
13· · · · Q· · Did Sergeant Watts train you on anything other
14· ·than officer safety?
15· · · · A· · Nothing specific.
16· · · · Q· · You said that you were working the second
17· ·watch when you were -- usually working the second watch,
18· ·when you were on the Watts tactical team.· Where would
19· ·you report at the beginning of your shift?
20· · · · A· · There was a station -- a mini station located
21· ·on 30 -- 38th and Cottage Grove.
22· · · · Q· · And would you typically begin the shift with
23· ·roll call?
24· · · · A· · Yes.
25· · · · Q· · And was Sergeant Watts the one who would lead
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·1· ·the roll call?
·2· · · · A· · Either Sergeant Watts or other supervisors,
·3· ·depending on who was assigned to give roll call.
·4· · · · Q· · Were you dressed in plain clothes when you
·5· ·were part of the Watts tactical team?
·6· · · · A· · Yes.
·7· · · · Q· · Did you ever work undercover, while you were a
·8· ·member of the Watts tactical team?
·9
10
11· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· Objection to form.· You can
12· · · ·answer.
13· · · · A· · Well, plain clothes is con -- it's really
14· ·semantics.· Plain clothes is considered undercover.
15· · · · Q· · Okay.· And when you were working in plain
16· ·clothes, what would you wear?
17· · · · A· · Civilian dress.
18· · · · Q· · And would you wear anything that identified
19· ·you as a police officer?
20· · · · A· · Well, someti -- yeah, a lot of times when you
21· ·could my badge showing, and duty belt, and things of
22· ·that nature.
23· · · · Q· · Did you ever work wearing civilian dress,
24· ·where you concealed or didn't wear a badge or -- I'm
25· ·sorry, didn't wear a badge?
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·1· · · · A· · My badge was always worn.· It would -- it --
·2· ·put up under my shirt sometimes and then I would pull it
·3· ·out.
·4· · · · Q· · When you were a member of the Watts tactical
·5· ·team, how would you communicate with the other members
·6· ·of the team?
·7· · · · A· · Vis a radio.
·8· · · · Q· · Did you have an assigned work cell phone at
·9· ·that time?
10· · · · A· · Can you repeat the question?
11· · · · Q· · Sure.· Did you have any assigned work phone or
12· ·-- I'll stop there.· Did you have any assigned work cell
13· ·phone when you were part of the Watts tactical team?
14· · · · A· · No.· I did not.
15· · · · Q· · Did you use a personal cell phone to
16· ·communicate with the other members of the team?
17· · · · A· · Yes.· Sometimes I would call those guys.
18· · · · Q· · Did you ever communicate with them via text
19· ·message?
20· · · · A· · Texting was early then.· I don't recall.  I
21· ·had a flip phone.· I don't even think you could text
22· ·back then.
23· · · · Q· · Did you have an assigned e-mail address when
24· ·you were -- an assigned work e-mail address when you
25· ·were a member of the Watts tactical team?

Page 44
·1· · · · A· · That was early in the process of that and I
·2· ·had -- no.· Not to my knowledge, no.
·3· · · · Q· · During the time that you were assigned to the
·4· ·Watts tactical team, did you ever have any disagreements
·5· ·with Sergeant Watts about your work performance?
·6· · · · A· · No.
·7· · · · Q· · How did Sergeant Watts supervise your work?
·8· · · · · · MR. KOSOKO:· Object to form.
·9· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· I'm going to draw an objection.
10· · · ·Go ahead.
11· · · · A· · I don't understand the question.· I mean, we
12· ·would get evaluations.
13· ·BY MS. KLEINHAUS:
14· · · · Q· · Did Sergeant Watts go out with you on calls
15· ·within the 2nd District?
16· · · · · · MR. KOSOKO:· Object to form and foundation.
17· · · · Q· · You can answer, sir.
18· · · · A· · We were a tactical team.
19· · · · Q· · That doesn't actually answer the question.· So
20· ·the question is, did --
21· · · · A· · Okay.· We rode as a team.· Yes.· He would.
22· · · · Q· · Okay.· And did he have a particular person
23· ·that he usually rode with in the vehicle?
24· · · · · · MR. KOSOKO:· Object to form and foundation.
25· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· You can answer the question when
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·1· · · ·she --
·2· · · · A· · Oh, no, no.
·3· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· -- when there's an objection you
·4· · · ·can always answer unless I tell you not to.
·5· · · · A· · No.
·6· · · · Q· · So you don't know if he rode with anyone in
·7· ·particular or rode by himself?
·8· · · · A· · He rode by himself a lot of the times and
·9· ·sometimes officers would ride with him depending on the
10· ·day.
11· · · · Q· · Okay.· And did he do an annual performance
12· ·evaluation of you during the time that you were a member
13· ·of the tactical team?
14· · · · A· · Evaluations were performed.
15· · · · Q· · Did he do it?
16· · · · A· · Yes.
17· · · · Q· · Did he ever have anything particularly
18· ·positive or negative to say about your performance?
19· · · · A· · They were basically fill in -- fill in -- fill
20· ·in the dot.
21· · · · Q· · Okay.· So he would fill out a form about your
22· ·performance; is that right?
23· · · · A· · Yeah.
24· · · · Q· · Did you ever have any conversation with him
25· ·about those forms that he filled out about you?
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·1· · · · A· · You would have to sign it, whether or not you
·2· ·agreed with what was stated or not.
·3· · · · Q· · Did you ever disagree with what he had stated?
·4· · · · A· · No.
·5· · · · Q· · Had you heard anything about Watts' reputation
·6· ·as a supervisor before you became a member of the Watts
·7· ·tactical team?
·8· · · · A· · No.
·9· · · · Q· · Did you believe that he was a more hands-on
10· ·supervisor than other tactical sergeants?
11· · · · A· · I don't know if he --
12· · · · · · MR. KOSOKO:· Object to form.
13· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· Go ahead.
14· · · · A· · No.
15· · · · Q· · Did Watts ever tell you who or what to
16· ·investigate?
17· · · · A· · We were given assignments.
18· · · · Q· · And can you explain what you mean by that?
19· · · · A· · When we were in roll call, sometimes they
20· ·would say that there's a -- you know, there's people
21· ·loitering or something like that.· Could you guys go and
22· ·check out that location, things of that nature.
23· · · · Q· · Were there occasions where Watts told you who
24· ·to arrest?
25· · · · A· · No.
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·1· · · · Q· · Did any members of the Watts tactical team
·2· ·have nicknames?
·3· · · · A· · The tactical team?
·4· · · · Q· · Members of the tactical team.· Did you know
·5· ·any of them by any nicknames?
·6· · · · A· · No.
·7· · · · Q· · Have you gone by any nicknames during your
·8· ·career at CPD?
·9· · · · A· · No.
10· · · · Q· · Did you ever observe Sergeant Watts gamble?
11· · · · A· · No.
12· · · · Q· · When you were a member of the Watts tactical
13· ·team; did you smoke?
14· · · · A· · No.
15· · · · Q· · Did any members of the team smoke cigars?
16· · · · A· · Yes.
17· · · · Q· · Who on the team smoke cigars?
18· · · · A· · I don't recall all the individuals.
19· · · · Q· · Do you recall any of the individuals on the
20· ·team who smoke cigars?
21· · · · A· · Various individuals.
22· · · · Q· · Well, do you remember any of them by name?
23· · · · A· · I think Al smoked.· Maybe Sergeant Watts
24· ·smoked.· Few other guys smoked.
25· · · · Q· · You don't remember anyone besides Al Jones and
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·1· ·Sergeant Watts who smoked cigars?
·2· · · · A· · Maybe Gerome.· I don't know.· All tho -- all
·3· ·those guy -- I -- I wasn't a smoker.· So when they
·4· ·started smoking whatever they -- I walked away, so I
·5· ·don't --
·6· · · · Q· · What housing projects would you go to, when
·7· ·you were a member of the Watts tactical team?
·8· · · · A· · Man, we went to -- went to Cabrini.· What --
·9· ·it's called public housing north and that encompasses,
10· ·you know, a lot of different housing complexes up there.
11· ·So we go to various housing complexes.
12· · · · Q· · Did you spend more time in one than another?
13· · · · A· · Well, our assignment was Ida B. Wells.
14· · · · Q· · And you were familiar with the Wells from your
15· ·previous work at CHA, correct?
16· · · · A· · Yeah.· I knew Wells.
17· · · · Q· · Did you know anyone who worked as a CHA
18· ·manager at the Wells?
19· · · · A· · No.
20· · · · Q· · Prior to joining the Watts tactical team, were
21· ·there any residents of the Wells that you knew
22· ·specifically or individually?
23· · · · A· · No.
24· · · · Q· · When you were a member of the Watts tactical
25· ·team, did you get to know any residents of the building
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·1· ·individually?
·2· · · · A· · No.
·3· · · · Q· · Did you ever have any informants, whether
·4· ·formal or informal, at -- who lived at the Wells?
·5· · · · A· · No.
·6· · · · Q· · Are you familiar with the term, premise check?
·7· · · · A· · Yes.
·8· · · · Q· · What was a premise check?
·9· · · · A· · When you go to a specific location, you would
10· ·go up, you would check for vacant apartments.· You'd
11· ·walk the building down, check the elevators to see if
12· ·they're working.· Check the doors, see if they're -- you
13· ·know, the front door, back doors are working, things of
14· ·that nature.· Just checking the premise.
15· · · · Q· · And was the premise check a routine part of
16· ·what you would do at the Wells?· Or would that be at the
17· ·request of someone at the Wells to conduct a premise
18· ·check?
19· · · · A· · No.· Sometimes you just go and you would say
20· ·-- to the dispatch, I'm going to do a premise check of
21· ·this location.
22· · · · Q· · Did Sergeant Watts ever assign you to do a
23· ·premise check?
24· · · · A· · I don't recall.
25· · · · Q· · And you mentioned doing a walk down of the
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·1· ·building.· What do you mean by that?
·2· · · · A· · You would go in the building and you would
·3· ·walk every floor, check for vacanc -- see if there are
·4· ·any vacant apartments.· You report that to dispatch,
·5· ·there's a vacant at that location.· Check the elevators
·6· ·to see if they -- you know, elevators are working
·7· ·properly, there's no open elevator doors.
·8· · · · Q· · And would you be able to access vacant
·9· ·apartments?
10· · · · A· · If they were open.
11· · · · Q· · Okay.· And typically, would they be left open
12· ·or would CHA have secured them?
13· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· Object to the form.· You can
14· · · ·answer.
15· · · · A· · No.· Sometimes vacant apartments be boarded
16· ·up, sometimes they be missing boards.
17· · · · Q· · If you were going to access a vacant
18· ·apartment, would you inform the CHA manager?
19· · · · A· · I've never accessed vacant apartments on my
20· ·own.
21· · · · Q· · What do you mean when you say, "On my own"?
22· · · · A· · Are you talking about going to a manager and
23· ·getting access to them?· No.· I never did that.· If
24· ·that's what -- the question you asked me.
25· · · · Q· · Okay.· Did you ever use vacant apartments or
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·1· ·go into them when you were part of the Watts tactical
·2· ·team?
·3· · · · A· · If I was doing a premise check, checking the
·4· ·buildings and things of that nature, yes.
·5· · · · Q· · Okay.· And if you're doing a premise check,
·6· ·would you actually go into a vacant apartment or just
·7· ·report that it's open and it's vacant?
·8· · · · A· · Both.
·9· · · · Q· · Okay.· Other than going through to identify
10· ·that was vacant, did you ever enter into or use vacant
11· ·apartments for any other purpose?
12· · · · A· · Surveillance.
13· · · · Q· · Okay.· And on how many times did you use --
14· ·oh, I'm sorry.· On how many occasions did you use vacant
15· ·apartments for surveillance?
16· · · · A· · I don't know.
17· · · · Q· · More than five times?
18· · · · A· · I don't know.
19· · · · Q· · Did you get -- did you have to have -- I'm
20· ·sorry -- strike that, please.· Would you tell the CHA
21· ·manager if you're going to use a vacant apartment for
22· ·surveillance?
23· · · · A· · I wouldn't specifically tell them it was open.
24· ·I would go in and do surveillance, but I would
25· ·definitely report to dispatch that there's an open
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·1· ·vacant.
·2· · · · Q· · So you wouldn't tell the CHA manager?
·3· · · · A· · It would be reported through dispatch the --
·4· ·and that would get to the manager.
·5· · · · Q· · I see.· Were you assigned --
·6· · · · A· · Or manage -- or management.
·7· · · · Q· · Sure.
·8· · · · A· · That's what I meant, you know, management.
·9· · · · Q· · Sure.· Were you assigned to conduct narcotics
10· ·missions at Ida B. Wells?
11· · · · A· · We would get assignments to do narcotics
12· ·investigations.
13· · · · Q· · And who would give you those assignments?
14· · · · A· · Supervisors at roll call.
15· · · · Q· · So it could be Sergeant Watts or it could be
16· ·other sergeants, right?
17· · · · A· · Yes.
18· · · · Q· · And what would you do when you were assigned
19· ·to a narcotics investigation at the Wells?
20· · · · A· · We'll go to whatever location that we were
21· ·given, to see if that was the case -- if there was
22· ·narcotics activity.
23· · · · Q· · And when you were conducting a narcotics
24· ·investigation at the Wells, would you typically run into
25· ·the building upon arrival?
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·1· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· Object to the form and what's
·2· · · ·typical, but you can answer the question.
·3· · · · A· · No.
·4· · · · Q· · When you would arrive at the Wells for
·5· ·narcotics investigation, would you search the people
·6· ·standing outside the building?
·7· · · · · · MR. KOSOKO:· Object to form.· Foundation.
·8· · · · A· · No.· I just don't walk up and start searching
·9· ·people, no.
10· · · · Q· · Why not?
11· · · · A· · Why would I search someone who's not
12· ·committing any crime?
13· · · · Q· · So was it your understanding that you would
14· ·need a reason to search people standing outside the
15· ·Wells?
16· · · · A· · As a policeman, yes.
17· · · · Q· · Would you search people who were standing in
18· ·the lobby?
19· · · · · · MR. KOSOKO:· Object to form.· Foundation.
20· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· Join.
21· · · · A· · No.
22· · · · Q· · And why not?
23· · · · A· · I don't search anybody that's not committing a
24· ·crime.
25· · · · Q· · If you made an arrest at the Wells, would you
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·1· ·typically transport the arrestee back to the station
·2· ·yourself or would you have to ask for a wagon?
·3· · · · A· · Both.
·4· · · · Q· · And how would you decide whether you could
·5· ·transport someone yourself or would need a wagon?
·6· · · · A· · If I had marked squa -- a squad car available.
·7· · · · Q· · Did you ever transport an arrestee in an
·8· ·unmarked vehicle?
·9· · · · A· · It depends if it was -- it was immediate
10· ·transport because of safety problems, yes, I would.
11· · · · Q· · Other than safety problems, would you use an
12· ·unmarked vehicle to transport an arrestee?
13· · · · A· · No.
14· · · · Q· · And why not?
15· · · · A· · For safety purposes, you would transport a
16· ·prisoner in a contained car with a cage in the back --
17· ·for safety reasons.
18· · · · Q· · Did you make trespassing arrests at the Wells?
19· · · · A· · Yes.
20· · · · Q· · Okay.· And how would you determine whether
21· ·someone was a trespasser?
22· · · · A· · On the buildings, there are signs clearly
23· ·marked and posted.· No loitering, no trespassing -
24· ·prohibited -- individuals who do it will be prose -- I
25· ·mean, prosecuted.· If I observed someone there and for a
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·1· ·prolonged period of time, I would approach them and ask
·2· ·them, are they a resident?· Do they -- are they
·3· ·visiting?· Do they stay in the building?· If they would
·4· ·tell me no, I would ask their purpose for being there?
·5· ·And then I would show them that there's a sign clearly
·6· ·marked and posted, that there's no loitering or
·7· ·trespassing.· If I would come back a second time and the
·8· ·individual was still there, I would ask them, again,
·9· ·their purpose for being there?· And if they doesn't give
10· ·me a legitimate reason, I will ask for a form of ID? And
11· ·if they refuse the lawful order that I gave them the
12· ·first time -- that it's not allowed and is now
13· ·prohibited per the posted signs, then we'd place an
14· ·arrest.
15· · · · Q· · Were Ida B. Wells residents permitted to spend
16· ·time in the lobby or spend time outside the building?
17· · · · A· · They live there.
18· · · · Q· · Did you arrest residents for trespassing?
19· · · · A· · Never.
20· · · · Q· · What about people there to visit family or
21· ·friends at the Wells, would you arrest them for
22· ·trespassing?
23· · · · A· · Never.
24· · · · · · MR. KOSOKO:· Object to form.
25· · · · Q· · And why not?
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·1· · · · A· · They're visiting.
·2· · · · Q· · So they have permission to be there, right?
·3· · · · A· · Yes.
·4· · · · Q· · Do you know what a reverse sting is?
·5· · · · A· · Yes.
·6· · · · Q· · What is a reverse sting?
·7· · · · A· · When individuals are placed under arrest for
·8· ·coming to a location for buying narcotics -- or
·9· ·attempting to buy narcotics, I'm sorry.
10· · · · Q· · Okay.· Do police officers pose as drug dealers
11· ·to perform a reverse sting operation?
12· · · · A· · Yes.· They pose as sellers.
13· · · · Q· · Did you ever pose as a seller as part of it?
14· · · · A· · No.· No.
15· · · · Q· · While you were a member of the Watts tactical
16· ·team, did the team conduct reverse stings at Ida B.
17· ·Wells?
18· · · · A· · Yes.· They did.
19· · · · Q· · And did you participate in any of those
20· ·reverse sting operations at the Wells?
21· · · · A· · Yes.
22· · · · Q· · On how many occasions did you do that?
23· · · · A· · I don't recall.
24· · · · Q· · Okay.· And what was your role in the reverse
25· ·sting at the Wells?
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·1· · · · A· · We played different roles.
·2· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· Foundation.
·3· · · · Q· · Okay.· What were the different roles that you
·4· ·played?
·5· · · · A· · Roles that could've been at work were
·6· ·enforcement, watching prisoners.
·7· · · · Q· · Do you have a recollection of being part of
·8· ·any reverse stings as an enforcement officer?
·9· · · · A· · Not the specifics, no.
10· · · · Q· · And was there a reason that you never were in
11· ·the role of the fake drugs seller?
12· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· Object to form.· Foundation. You
13· · · ·can answer.
14· · · · A· · Is there a reason?· No.· I'll just take doing
15· ·the assignment that I was given.
16· · · · Q· · And who would give the assignments for the --
17· ·of the roles in the reverse stings?
18· · · · A· · Various supervisors, to the best of my
19· ·knowledge, reverse sting was always a big operation.
20· ·There would be multiple teams, there would be patrolmen
21· ·assigned, things of that nature.· So it was a big
22· ·operation, so everybody had a lot of different jobs.
23· · · · Q· · Are you familiar with the term, reverse sting
24· ·kit?
25· · · · A· · Reverse sting kit?· That doesn't -- no,
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·1· ·doesn't ring a bell, no.
·2· · · · Q· · What types of reports would you generate, as a
·3· ·result of a narcotics arrest at Ida B. Wells?
·4· · · · A· · Vice case report, an arrest report, inventory,
·5· ·complaint.
·6· · · · Q· · Did you ever -- I'm sorry.· Strike that,
·7· ·please.· For both the vice case report and the arrest
·8· ·report, there's a portion of the report for the
·9· ·narrative section, right?
10· · · · A· · Uh-huh.· Yes.
11· · · · Q· · Did you ever complete the narrative section of
12· ·one of those reports before making an arrest?
13· · · · A· · Never.
14· · · · Q· · And why not?
15· · · · A· · You don't know the facts of the case.
16· · · · Q· · Did you know someone at the Wells by the name
17· ·of Roy Bennett (phonetic)?
18· · · · A· · No.
19· · · · Q· · What about someone with a nickname Shock?
20· · · · A· · No.
21· · · · Q· · Did you know someone by the name Wilbert
22· ·Moore?
23· · · · A· · No.
24· · · · Q· · Did you know someone by the nickname Big
25· ·Shorty?
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·1· · · · A· · No.
·2· · · · Q· · Did you know someone by the name of Willi
·3· ·Gaiety (phonetic)?
·4· · · · A· · No.
·5· · · · Q· · Did you know someone by the nickname Fantasia?
·6· · · · A· · No.
·7· · · · Q· · Do you remember any residents of Ida B. Wells
·8· ·from the time that you were on the Watts tactical team?
·9· · · · A· · Nobody specific, no.
10· · · · Q· · Do you remember anybody by their nickname?
11· · · · A· · No.
12· · · · Q· · While you were a member of the Watts tactical
13· ·team, did you ever hear any complaints from residents or
14· ·visitors at the Wells about how police officers were
15· ·treating them?
16· · · · A· · Well, as a policeman, various citizens would
17· ·always say, when policemen come up arbitrarily, that
18· ·policeman are -- you know, F the police, things of that
19· ·nature, lot of vulgar comments sometimes.· Just the
20· ·normal stuff I got throughout my career.· Sometimes
21· ·citizens just don't like the police.
22· · · · Q· · Did anyone ever tell you that they had been
23· ·falsely arrested for a --
24· · · · A· · No.
25· · · · Q· · -- narcotics crime?· Okay.· Did anyone ever
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·1· ·tell you that they'd had drugs planted on them?
·2· · · · A· · Never.
·3· · · · Q· · Did anyone ever tell you that there were drugs
·4· ·attributed to them that weren't their drugs?
·5· · · · A· · Never.
·6· · · · Q· · Did you ever hear any complaints about
·7· ·excessive force by any of your fellow officers on the
·8· ·Watts tactical team?
·9· · · · A· · No.
10· · · · Q· · Did you ever observe anyone on the Watts
11· ·tactical team use force against residents or visitors of
12· ·Ida B. Wells?
13· · · · A· · What do you mean by -- can you repeat -- can
14· ·you clear the question up?
15· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· I'm going object to form.· But go
16· · · ·ahead.
17· · · · Q· · Sure.· Did you see members of the tactical
18· ·team use force -- physical force against residents or
19· ·visitors at the Wells?
20· · · · A· · To affect the arrest, but not to the extent of
21· ·excessive force.
22· · · · Q· · Okay.· And what type of force did you see them
23· ·use to affect arrests?
24· · · · A· · Just through the training, arm bar -- armbars,
25· ·emergency take downs.
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·1· · · · Q· · Okay.· Did you ever see any members of the
·2· ·tactical team slap or punch residents of the Wells?
·3· · · · A· · No.
·4· · · · Q· · If member -- I'm sorry.· Strike that, please.
·5· ·Did you ever use force against residents or visitors at
·6· ·the Wells?
·7· · · · A· · Emergency take downs and armbars.
·8· · · · Q· · And describe for me, please, what an emergency
·9· ·take down consists of?
10· · · · A· · When you have to take someone down to the
11· ·ground to affect the arrest and put handcuffs on.
12· · · · Q· · And what do you do to take them down to the
13· ·ground?
14· · · · A· · You would grab their arm, guide them down to
15· ·the ground, and use the techniques we use.· Three-point
16· ·kneeling to affect the arrest to get them handcuffed.
17· · · · Q· · And what's three-point kneeling?
18· · · · A· · It's a procedure that you do when you're
19· ·trained in the academy.· Where you -- you put your foot
20· ·on the side, and your other leg is -- I can't -- I can't
21· ·physically describe it, but it's called three-point
22· ·kneeling.· When you take the individual down to the
23· ·ground and you handcuff them.
24· · · · Q· · You can't describe it?
25· · · · A· · Basically, you're taking their arm, you're
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·1· ·placing it behind their back, you're in the kneel
·2· ·position, and you're cuffing them.
·3· · · · Q· · And what's the force that you described with
·4· ·the armbars?· Can you explain that, please?
·5· · · · A· · You're just taking an individual by their
·6· ·wrist and you're bending it upward, in an escort
·7· ·position.
·8· · · · Q· · Would you agree with me, that if members of
·9· ·the Watts tactical team were receiving money from drug
10· ·dealers in exchange for not arresting them, that that
11· ·would be wrong?
12· · · · A· · Yes.· That would be wrong.
13· · · · Q· · And that would be illegal, right?
14· · · · A· · Yes.
15· · · · Q· · And if members of the Watts tactical team,
16· ·including Watts, were demanding money of people who were
17· ·not dealing drugs in exchange for not arresting them,
18· ·that would be wrong, right?
19· · · · A· · Yes.
20· · · · Q· · And that would be illegal, right?
21· · · · A· · Yes.
22· · · · Q· · And if police officers were demanding
23· ·information from individuals in exchange for not
24· ·arresting them, that would also be wrong, right?
25· · · · A· · Yes.
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·1· · · · Q· · And that would also be illegal, right?
·2· · · · A· · Yes.
·3· · · · Q· · At any point in your career at CPD from 2000
·4· ·to 2012, did you ever learn that Watts or members of his
·5· ·team were being investigated by internal affairs?
·6· · · · A· · No.
·7· · · · Q· · Did you ever learn that Watts or members of
·8· ·his team were being investigated by OPS?
·9· · · · A· · No.
10· · · · Q· · What about IPRA, did you ever hear IPRA was
11· ·investigating Watts and members of his team?
12· · · · A· · No.
13· · · · Q· · And what about the FBI, from that period of
14· ·2000 to 2012, did you ever learn that the FBI was
15· ·investigating Watts or members of his team?
16· · · · A· · I heard about the arrest in 2012 on the news.
17· · · · Q· · Okay.· Did you -- did anyone from the Chicago
18· ·Police Department ever come talk to you about the fact
19· ·that Sergeant Watts had been arrested?
20· · · · A· · No.
21· · · · Q· · Did anyone from the Chicago Police Department
22· ·ever -- or any city agency, ever come talk to you about
23· ·the fact that Kallatt Mohammed had been arrested?
24· · · · A· · No.
25· · · · Q· · How did you -- you said you learned through
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·1· ·the news that Watts and Mohammed were arrested?
·2· · · · A· · I saw it on the news.
·3· · · · Q· · Okay.· Did anyone from the City of Chicago
·4· ·ever tell you about -- tell you that your former
·5· ·supervisor had been arrested?
·6· · · · A· · No.· I saw it on the news.
·7· · · · Q· · And you only learned about it from the news,
·8· ·right?
·9· · · · A· · I was sitting at home with my wife and I saw
10· ·it on the news.
11· · · · Q· · Right.· But that's the only way you ever heard
12· ·about it, right?
13· · · · A· · Yes.
14· · · · Q· · Okay.· After you heard about it on the news,
15· ·did you have any conversation with any CPD employee
16· ·about that?
17· · · · A· · No.
18· · · · Q· · You never mentioned it to anyone who had been
19· ·on the Watts tactical team with you, right?
20· · · · A· · No.
21· · · · Q· · And to this day, you've never talked to anyone
22· ·at CPD about the fact that Watts and Mohammed were
23· ·arrested, right?
24· · · · A· · They did -- no.· I mean, people said oh, they
25· ·got arrested, in passing.
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·1· · · · Q· · Okay.· Were you curious about why your former
·2· ·supervisor had been arrested and indicted?
·3· · · · A· · No.· I wasn't curious.· He was alleged to
·4· ·commit a crime and he got convict -- convicted of it.
·5· · · · Q· · Okay.· Were you surprised by that?
·6· · · · A· · Yes.
·7· · · · Q· · Okay.· But you never spoke to anyone at CPD
·8· ·about it, right?
·9· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· Objection.· Asked and answered.
10· · · ·You can answer again.
11· · · · A· · No.
12· · · · Q· · When was the last time that you were in touch
13· ·with Kallatt Mohammed?
14· · · · A· · I mean -- decades.
15· · · · Q· · Have you had any contact with him since his
16· ·arrest?
17· · · · A· · No.
18· · · · Q· · And when was the last time you had any contact
19· ·with Sergeant Watts?
20· · · · A· · Decades.
21· · · · Q· · Have you had any contact with him since his
22· ·arrest?
23· · · · A· · No.
24· · · · Q· · What's your understanding of what Watts and
25· ·Mohammed were convicted of doing?
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·1· · · · A· · From the news they -- I guess they alleged,
·2· ·which was found to be true, took money from some FBI
·3· ·informant.
·4· · · · Q· · Anything else?
·5· · · · A· · No.
·6· · · · Q· · During your time as a member of the Watts
·7· ·tactical team, did you ever sign any other officer's
·8· ·name on a report?
·9· · · · A· · Yes.
10· · · · Q· · Okay.· And why did you do that?
11· · · · A· · During the time of arrest -- not arrest,
12· ·excuse me.· During the time of processing, they could
13· ·have been in another room, due to the fact that the
14· ·processing room was filled.· I would ask their
15· ·permission to sign their name then I would.
16· · · · Q· · Did you ever sign anyone else's name --
17· ·another officer's name to a report without their
18· ·permission?
19· · · · A· · No.
20· · · · Q· · And why not?
21· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· I'm sorry, can we take just like
22· · · ·two minutes?· I got to run get an extension cord, my
23· · · ·computer is running out of juice, and it's too far.
24· · · ·And then I can hit the bathroom real quick, so if we
25· · · ·can just like take two or three minutes that'd be

Page 67
·1· · · ·great.
·2· · · · · · MS. KLEINHAUS:· Sure.· Let's go off the record.
·3· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· Okay.· Thanks.
·4· · · · · · · (OFF THE RECORD)
·5· · · · · · COURT REPORTER:· All right.· We are back on
·6· · · ·record.
·7· ·BY MS. KLEINHAUS:
·8· · · · Q· · Do you know who Shannon Spalding is?
·9· · · · A· · Yes.
10· · · · · · MS. KLEINHAUS:· Okay.· Oh, I think we do have a
11· · · ·little bit of feedback.
12· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· Could you move your -- your phone
13· · · ·maybe.· Is that helping?
14· · · · · · MS. KLEINHAUS:· Yeah.
15· ·BY MS. KLEINHAUS:
16· · · · Q· · And how do you know Shannon Spalding?
17· · · · A· · She used to work in 715.
18· · · · Q· · And what's 715?
19· · · · A· · That's Ida B. Wells housing station.
20· · · · Q· · Did you ever work alongside her or work with
21· ·her on anything when she was part of 715?
22· · · · A· · No.
23· · · · Q· · Are you aware of her allegations about
24· ·Sergeant Watts?
25· · · · A· · Yeah.· Through the news.
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·1· · · · Q· · Okay.· What did you learn that her allegations
·2· ·are?
·3· · · · A· · Oh, that she was a whistle blower.
·4· · · · Q· · Do you have any reason to dispute the
·5· ·allegations that she has against Sergeant Watts?
·6· · · · · · MR. KOSOKO:· Object to form.
·7· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· Join.
·8· · · · A· · That's what she thought -- that's what she
·9· ·thought.· I have no opinion on what she thought.
10· · · · Q· · You don't know of what she said happened is
11· ·true or not, right?
12· · · · · · MR. KOSOKO:· Object to form.
13· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· Join.
14· · · · A· · No.
15· · · · Q· · Do you know who Daniel Echeverria is?
16· · · · A· · No.
17· · · · Q· · Are you aware that Michael Spaargaren alleges
18· ·that he was retaliated against for reporting alleged
19· ·misconduct by Watts?
20· · · · A· · No.
21· · · · · · MR. KOSOKO:· Object to form.
22· · · · · · MS. MCGRATH:· Objection.· Form.
23· · · · Q· · Is this the first time you're hearing that
24· ·Spaargaren alleged he was retaliated against by Watts?
25· · · · A· · Yeah --
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·1· · · · · · MS. MCGRATH:· Same objection.
·2· · · · · · MR. KOSOKO:· Object to form.· Foundation.
·3· · · · Q· · Have you ever reviewed any sworn statements by
·4· ·Spaargaren about his allegations against Watts?
·5· · · · A· · No.
·6· · · · Q· · If Officer Spaargaren alleged that he was
·7· ·retaliated against for reporting misconduct by Watts, do
·8· ·you have any basis to dispute that?
·9· · · · · · MR. KOSOKO:· Object to form
10· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· And foundation.
11· · · · · · MS. MCGRATH:· I'm both.
12· · · · A· · I have no knowledge of his situation.
13· ·BY MS. KLEINHAUS:
14· · · · Q· · Okay.· But you can't confirm it or dispute it,
15· ·right?
16· · · · A· · No.
17· · · · Q· · I'm sorry, I asked that the wrong way.
18· · · · A· · No.· Okay.
19· · · · Q· · Okay.· Is it true that you can't confirm or
20· ·dispute any allegations by Michael Spaargaren about
21· ·alleged misconduct by Watts?
22· · · · A· · That's correct.
23· · · · Q· · Okay.· Did you ever see Sergeant Watts pull
24· ·drugs out of his desk?
25· · · · A· · No.
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·1· · · · Q· · Did Sergeant Watts have a desk at the tactical
·2· ·office when you were part of the tactical team?
·3· · · · A· · There was no specific technical office in Ida
·4· ·B. Wells.
·5· · · · Q· · Okay.· Was there a tactical office anywhere
·6· ·that you had access to when you were a member of the
·7· ·Watts tactical team?
·8· · · · A· · There wasn't a technical office in Ida B.
·9· ·Wells.
10· · · · Q· · I know, but this is a different question.· Did
11· ·you have an office that your tactical team used when you
12· ·were a member of the tactical team?
13· · · · A· · We used any available office that was open for
14· ·space.
15· · · · Q· · Okay.· And did you ever see Sergeant Watts
16· ·pull drugs out of his pocket?
17· · · · A· · No.
18· · · · Q· · Did you ever see Watts pull drugs out of his
19· ·shirt sleeve?
20· · · · A· · No.
21· · · · Q· · Did you ever see Sergeant Watts ask a civilian
22· ·for information in exchange for not being arrested?
23· · · · A· · No.
24· · · · Q· · Did you ever see Watts ask a resident or a
25· ·visitor to the Wells for drugs in exchange for not being
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·1· ·arrested?
·2· · · · A· · No.
·3· · · · Q· · Did you ever see Sergeant Watts store drugs
·4· ·anywhere?
·5· · · · A· · No.
·6· · · · Q· · Did you ever pat anyone down and take their
·7· ·money without inventorying it?
·8· · · · A· · No.
·9· · · · Q· · Did you ever lie under oath during a criminal
10· ·proceeding?
11· · · · A· · No.
12· · · · Q· · Did you ever falsely arrest someone for a drug
13· ·crime that the person had not committed?
14· · · · A· · No.
15· · · · Q· · Did you ever plant drugs on anyone?
16· · · · A· · No.
17· · · · Q· · Did you ever fail to inventory drugs that you
18· ·collected?
19· · · · A· · No.
20· · · · Q· · Have you ever been interviewed by the Cook
21· ·County State's Attorney's Office with regard to your
22· ·time on the Watts tactical team?
23· · · · A· · No.
24· · · · Q· · Have you been interviewed by COPA, the
25· ·Civilian Office Police Authority [sic], regarding your
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·1· ·work on the Watts tactical team?
·2· · · · A· · I was interviewed by COPA in reference to an
·3· ·individual named Ben Baker.
·4· · · · Q· · Okay.· How many interviews have you done with
·5· ·COPA?
·6· · · · A· · Just the one I just mentioned.
·7· · · · Q· · Okay.· And were your responses when you were
·8· ·interviewed by COPA about Ben Baker truthful?
·9· · · · A· · Yes.
10· · · · Q· · Do you have any recollection of any encounter
11· ·that you've ever had with Ben Baker?
12· · · · A· · No.· I've never arrested Ben Baker or
13· ·anything, no.
14· · · · Q· · Okay.· When did you first learn that you had
15· ·been named in lawsuits related to your time on the Watts
16· ·tactical team?
17· · · · A· · Sometime in 2017.
18· · · · Q· · And since that time, who have you spoken to
19· ·other than your attorneys, about the lawsuits?
20· · · · A· · No one.
21· · · · Q· · Have you ever spoken to any other former or
22· ·current CPD employee about the lawsuits?
23· · · · A· · No.
24· · · · Q· · Have you ever spoken to any other former
25· ·members of the Watts tactical team about the lawsuits?
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·1· · · · A· · No.
·2· · · · Q· · Were you ever disciplined during your career
·3· ·at CPD?
·4· · · · A· · Yes.
·5· · · · Q· · On how many occasions were you disciplined?
·6· · · · A· · Three to my knowledge.
·7· · · · Q· · Okay.· And when was the first time that you
·8· ·were disciplined?
·9· · · · A· · I don't remember the year but it was a stolen
10· ·weapon.
11· · · · Q· · And what was the allegation of what you did
12· ·wrong?
13· · · · A· · Failure to secure.
14· · · · Q· · Failure to secure a weapon?
15· · · · A· · It was stolen out of my vehicle and the
16· ·administrative allegation was failure to properly
17· ·secure.
18· · · · Q· · Okay.· And what was the discipline that was
19· ·imposed on you?
20· · · · A· · I believe it was three days, I think.· I'm not
21· ·for sure.
22· · · · Q· · When you say, "Three days," you mean three-day
23· ·suspension?
24· · · · A· · Yes.
25· · · · Q· · And did you challenge or appeal the discipline
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·1· ·in that instance?
·2· · · · A· · No.· I did not.
·3· · · · Q· · And why not?
·4· · · · A· · The three-days suspension either can be
·5· ·sustained or increased.
·6· · · · Q· · Okay.· So there was no advantage to you for
·7· ·challenging it; is that right?
·8· · · · A· · That's what they came up with -- with the
·9· ·sustained finding, and I went with that.
10· · · · Q· · Okay.· What was the second instance when you
11· ·were disciplined, while you were employed by CPD?
12· · · · A· · I don't know the correct charge but -- or the
13· ·exact charge but I was disciplined because I was
14· ·involved in an off-duty accident.
15· · · · Q· · And what was the off-duty accident?
16· · · · A· · It was a car accident.
17· · · · Q· · And what were you alleged to have done wrong?
18· · · · A· · Leaving the scene.
19· · · · Q· · And what discipline was imposed on you for
20· ·that?
21· · · · A· · A 60-day suspension.
22· · · · Q· · And when approximately in your career did that
23· ·occur?
24· · · · A· · I don't -- I -- I can't recall the exact year.
25· · · · Q· · Okay.· Was it in the last 10 years?
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·1· · · · A· · Yes.
·2· · · · Q· · And did you challenge or appeal that
·3· ·discipline?
·4· · · · A· · No.· I did not.
·5· · · · Q· · And why not?
·6· · · · A· · That was their finding.
·7· · · · Q· · Did you disagree with their finding?
·8· · · · A· · No.
·9· · · · Q· · And what was the third instance when you were
10· ·disciplined?
11· · · · A· · A stolen weapon.
12· · · · Q· · And where was the weapon allegedly stolen
13· ·from?
14· · · · A· · My home.
15· · · · Q· · And approximately when in your career did that
16· ·occur?
17· · · · A· · 2008, I believe.
18· · · · Q· · And what discipline was imposed for that?
19· · · · A· · 10-day suspension.
20· · · · Q· · And did you challenge that?
21· · · · A· · Yes.
22· · · · Q· · And what did you do to challenge that
23· ·discipline?
24· · · · A· · I aggrieved the amount of time they were
25· ·attempting to give me.

Page 76
·1· · · · Q· · And was your grievance successful?
·2· · · · A· · No.
·3· · · · Q· · Do you know how many complaint registers or
·4· ·civilian complaints against you, you had during your
·5· ·career at CPD?
·6· · · · A· · No.
·7· · · · Q· · Were you ever interviewed by any agency
·8· ·including OPS, IPRA, COPA, or internal affairs about any
·9· ·civilian complaints?
10· · · · A· · No.
11· · · · Q· · Besides the lawsuits that we're here to talk
12· ·about today, have you been a Defendant in other
13· ·lawsuits?
14· · · · A· · Not with the job, off-duty.
15· · · · Q· · Okay.· And what type of cases were those?
16· · · · A· · Civil lawsuits.· For car accidents.
17· · · · Q· · They were for car accidents?
18· · · · A· · Yes.
19· · · · Q· · Anything else?
20· · · · A· · No.
21· · · · Q· · Okay.· I want to turn your attention to some
22· ·specific arrests that form the basis of the lawsuits
23· ·against you.· Do you know who Bobby Coleman is?
24· · · · A· · No.
25· · · · Q· · Do you know who Leonard Gipson is?
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·1· · · · A· · No.
·2· · · · Q· · Do you know who Larry Lomax is?
·3· · · · A· · No.
·4· · · · Q· · Do you know who Mark Giles is?
·5· · · · A· · No.
·6· · · · Q· · Do you recall an arrest involving Coleman,
·7· ·Gipson, Lomax, and Giles from January 4th of 2003?
·8· · · · A· · No.
·9· · · · Q· · Did you review documents related to that
10· ·arrest, in preparation for your deposition today?
11· · · · A· · Yes.
12· · · · Q· · Okay.· Did reviewing those doc -- I'm sorry,
13· ·which documents did you review?
14· · · · A· · The ones that were provided, I don't know --
15· ·remember or recall a specific ones -- arrest report,
16· ·vice case report, maybe inventory.
17· · · · Q· · Okay.· Did reviewing those documents related
18· ·to that arrest refresh your recollection at all about
19· ·that arrest or your role in it?
20· · · · A· · No.
21· · · · Q· · Okay.· I'm going to show you what we'll mark
22· ·as Exhibit 1, I will represent to you that this is the
23· ·vice case report and arrest report for that
24· ·January 4, 2003 arrest.· Just bear with me while I pull
25· ·it up.
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·1· · · · · · · (EXHIBIT 1 MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION)
·2· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· If you -- if he can't see it as
·3· · · ·well on the screen, I have a printed off copy.· So
·4· · · ·I'll hand him a copy if he can't read off the
·5· · · ·screen.· So you know what he's looking down at.
·6· · · · · · MS. KLEINHAUS:· Okay.· Great.· Thanks.
·7· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· Sure.
·8· · · · · · MS. KLEINHAUS:· Okay.· And Counsel should have
·9· · · ·copies of all of these exhibits.
10· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· This going to be Exhibit 1, Tess?
11· · · · · · MS. KLEINHAUS:· Yes.· This is Exhibit 1. Okay.
12· ·BY MS. KLEINHAUS:
13· · · · Q· · And, sir, are you able to see that Exhibit 1
14· ·on your screen?
15· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· Yeah.· Let me -- I'm just
16· · · ·minimizing those side things, so we can see better
17· · · ·and then we can -- I can give him get the paper copy
18· · · ·as well.
19· · · · · · MS. KLEINHAUS:· Okay.· Thank you.· Just going
20· · · ·to orient the second page here so we can see it.
21· ·BY MS. KLEINHAUS:
22· · · · Q· · Have you had a chance to review all of
23· ·Exhibit 1, sir?
24· · · · A· · Yes.· I did.
25· · · · Q· · Okay.· And having reviewed Exhibit 1, did that
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·1· ·refresh your recollection at all about the
·2· ·January 4, 2003 arrest?
·3· · · · A· · No.
·4· · · · Q· · Do you know -- and for the record, I'm taking
·5· ·Exhibit 1 off the screen.· Do you know what your role in
·6· ·that arrest was?
·7· · · · A· · No.
·8· · · · Q· · I'm going to show you what we'll mark as
·9· ·Exhibit 2, or your counsel can hand you the paper copy.
10· ·I'll represent to you, it's a property inventory
11· ·associated with this arrest.
12· · · · · · · (EXHIBIT 2 MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION)
13· · · · A· · Okay.
14· · · · · · MS. KLEINHAUS:· Does anyone need me to share it
15· · · ·on the screen or is everybody able to access their
16· · · ·exhibits?· Okay.· Then I'm not going to share it on
17· · · ·the screen unless somebody needs that.
18· ·BY MS. KLEINHAUS:
19· · · · Q· · Sir does reviewing Exhibit 2, refresh your
20· ·recollection at all about the arrest on January 4th of
21· ·2003?
22· · · · A· · No.
23· · · · Q· · Okay.· Your name appears on this property
24· ·inventory in Exhibit 2, correct?
25· · · · A· · Yes.
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·1· · · · Q· · And you're listed as the, "Found by," officer,
·2· ·correct?
·3· · · · A· · I'm listed as the second officer.
·4· · · · Q· · Okay.· And do you see about a third of the way
·5· ·from the bottom, there's a field on the inventory sheet
·6· ·that says, "Found by, name," and it says "Edwards,
·7· ·Darryl"?
·8· · · · A· · Okay.· I see that.
·9· · · · Q· · Okay.· What does it mean for your name to be
10· ·listed there?
11· · · · A· · That you found the narcotics.
12· · · · Q· · Okay.· And so according to this property
13· ·inventory, you were the -- an officer who found
14· ·narcotics on Mark Giles; is that right?
15· · · · A· · Yes.
16· · · · Q· · Okay.· Can you tell from looking at this
17· ·inventory, who completed it?
18· · · · A· · Who completed the inventory?
19· · · · Q· · Right.· Sorry.· Go ahead.
20· · · · A· · It looks like Calvin Ridgell to me.
21· · · · Q· · Okay.· And if Officer Ridgell completed it, he
22· ·would've included your name as the officer who found the
23· ·narcotics with your permission, right?
24· · · · A· · Yes.· I played a role and I don't know what
25· ·capacity I played in this, but I helped him to complete
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·1· ·the inventory.· There's another part of inventory, where
·2· ·there's an inventory bag, and I could have completed the
·3· ·inventory bag that goes with this.
·4· · · · Q· · Okay.· But is it fair to say, this inventory
·5· ·indicates that you were the officer who personally
·6· ·recovered narcotics from Mark Giles?
·7· · · · A· · Yes.
·8· · · · Q· · Okay.· You can put that exhibit to the side.
·9· ·Did reviewing that inventory refresh your recollection
10· ·at all or allow you to remember this arrest?
11· · · · A· · No.
12· · · · Q· · Do you know whether you participated in any
13· ·surveillance leading up to this arrest?
14· · · · A· · No.
15· · · · Q· · From your observation as a member of the Watts
16· ·tactical team, did Sergeant Watts seem to know where
17· ·drugs were being hidden within Ida B.· Wells?
18· · · · · · MR. KOSOKO:· Objection to form.
19· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· Join.
20· · · · A· · No.
21· · · · Q· · Do you recall testifying in the case against
22· ·Leonard Gipson that arose from this January 4, 2003
23· ·arrest?
24· · · · A· · No.
25· · · · Q· · Okay.· I'm going to ask you to turn, please,
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·1· ·to Exhibit 3.· And please starting at the top of the
·2· ·fifth page of that exhibit, if you can review your
·3· ·testimony, please.
·4· · · · · · · (EXHIBIT 3 MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION)
·5· · · · A· · Okay.
·6· · · · Q· · Okay.· Having reviewed Exhibit 3, did that
·7· ·refresh your recollection at all about the
·8· ·January 4, 2003 arrest?
·9· · · · A· · No.
10· · · · Q· · Do you have any recollection of -- strike
11· ·that, please.· According to the testimony, you were part
12· ·of some -- of an operation where you were in a vacant
13· ·apartment before the arrest; is that correct?
14· · · · A· · Yes.· It says in this transcript.
15· · · · Q· · Okay.· You don't have any recollection of who
16· ·else may or may not have been in the vacant apartment
17· ·with you, correct?
18· · · · A· · Only what's in the transcript.
19· · · · Q· · Okay.· And according to the testimony, you
20· ·were told to detain Mark Giles, correct?
21· · · · A· · What's in the transcript.
22· · · · Q· · Okay.· And in your experience as a member of
23· ·the Watts tactical team, who would have told you to
24· ·detain and arrest Mark Giles?
25· · · · A· · According to the transcript?

Page 83
·1· · · · Q· · No.· According to your experience as a member
·2· ·of the team, who in an -- an investigation like this
·3· ·would've ordered you to arrest someone?
·4· · · · · · MR. KOSOKO:· Object to form.· Foundation.
·5· · · · A· · I don't recall no one specific.
·6· · · · Q· · Okay.· Would your sergeant typically have been
·7· ·the one to tell you to detain someone as part of a
·8· ·mission like this?
·9· · · · A· · Not necessarily.
10· · · · · · MR. KOSOKO:· Object to form.· Foundation.
11· · · · Q· · I'm sorry, I didn't hear your answer.
12· · · · A· · Not necessarily, no.
13· · · · Q· · Okay.· Who else could have told you to detain
14· ·or arrest Mark Giles?
15· · · · A· · Other officers who observed a crime.
16· · · · Q· · Do you have any recollection of preparing to
17· ·testify in this case?
18· · · · A· · Not other than the forms I was provided.
19· · · · Q· · Okay.· Do you have any recollection of
20· ·preparing to testify for the testimony that's presented
21· ·in Exhibit 3?
22· · · · A· · Other than what I was provided, no.
23· · · · Q· · Okay.· And I don't think I understand that
24· ·answer.
25· · · · A· · I reviewed case reports and arrest reports,

Page 84
·1· ·that's it.
·2· · · · Q· · Okay.· Let me ask it better.· Before you
·3· ·testified in the Gipson matter -- your Gipson testimony
·4· ·is in Exhibit 3, do you remember getting ready for that
·5· ·testimony at all?
·6· · · · A· · Provided -- yeah, by the state's attorney with
·7· ·case report and arrest reports I reviewed.
·8· · · · Q· · Okay.· And do you know who else besides you
·9· ·and the state's attorney was present for that
10· ·preparation?
11· · · · A· · No.
12· · · · Q· · Was the testimony that you gave under oath in
13· ·Exhibit 3 truthful?
14· · · · A· · Yes.
15· · · · Q· · Is there anything in that testimony that you
16· ·wish to correct?
17· · · · A· · No.
18· · · · Q· · Were you ever contacted by OPS about this
19· ·arrest?
20· · · · A· · No.
21· · · · Q· · Were you ever contacted or interviewed by any
22· ·member of your chain of command about this arrest?
23· · · · A· · No.
24· · · · Q· · Do you recall an arrest of Leonard Gipson in
25· ·May of 2003?
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·1· · · · A· · No.
·2· · · · Q· · Okay.· I'd like to -- well, I'm sorry.· Do you
·3· ·know anyone from Ida B. Wells who went by the nickname
·4· ·Fuzz?
·5· · · · A· · No.
·6· · · · Q· · Okay.· I'd like to turn your attention to
·7· ·Exhibit 4, please, which I'll represent to you is the
·8· ·arrest report of Leonard Gipson from May of 2003.· If
·9· ·you can review that, please.
10· · · · · · · (EXHIBIT 4 MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION)
11· · · · A· · Okay.
12· · · · Q· · Having reviewed that report, does it refresh
13· ·your recollection at all about the May of 2003 arrest of
14· ·Leonard Gipson?
15· · · · A· · No.
16· · · · Q· · Do you have any idea what your role in the
17· ·arrest of Mr. Gipson was?
18· · · · A· · It says on the report, I was an assisting
19· ·officer.
20· · · · Q· · Okay.· And do you know what you did to assist?
21· · · · A· · No.· It could've been various things.
22· · · · Q· · And what were the various things it could've
23· ·been?
24· · · · A· · Could've -- transport, watching the prisoner,
25· ·taking someone to the restroom.
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·1· · · · Q· · Anything else that you recall would be
·2· ·considered assisting an arrest or being listed as an
·3· ·assisting arresting officer?
·4· · · · A· · Responding to the scene, being called on the
·5· ·radio to assist officers.· Anything assisting arrest
·6· ·officer would do.
·7· · · · Q· · Okay.· And that's what I'm getting at.· Have
·8· ·you told us all the things you know of that are the
·9· ·duties of an assisting arresting officer?
10· · · · A· · That I can call -- recall right offhand, yes.
11· · · · Q· · Okay.· And take all the time you need if you
12· ·want to think of anything else.
13· · · · A· · No.· I don't need to -- need to think of
14· ·anything else.
15· · · · Q· · Okay.· Do you know who Craig Colvin is?
16· · · · A· · No.· I do not.
17· · · · Q· · Okay.· And I'm going to turn you to Exhibit 5,
18· ·it's a photo.· Can you let me know if you recognize the
19· ·person depicted in that photo?
20· · · · · · · (EXHIBIT 5 MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION)
21· · · · A· · No.
22· · · · Q· · Okay.· Do you recall an arrest of Craig Colvin
23· ·on May 17th of 2004?
24· · · · A· · No.
25· · · · Q· · Okay.· I want you to take a look, please, at
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·1· ·Exhibit 6, which I'll represent to you as the vice case
·2· ·report and the arrest report for Craig Colvin.
·3· · · · · · · (EXHIBIT 6 MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION)
·4· · · · A· · Okay.
·5· · · · Q· · Does reviewing Exhibit 6 refresh your
·6· ·recollection at all about the May 17, 2004 arrest of
·7· ·Craig Colvin?
·8· · · · A· · No.
·9· · · · Q· · Having reviewed those documents, do you see
10· ·that you're listed as the first arresting officer?
11· · · · A· · Yes.· That's correct.
12· · · · Q· · And so that signifies that you observed --
13· ·you're the one -- or one of the officers who observed
14· ·Mr. Colvin with drugs according to your report, right?
15· · · · A· · Yes.
16· · · · Q· · Do you know of any document or information
17· ·that would allow you to refresh your recollection at all
18· ·about the arrest of Mr. Colvin?
19· · · · A· · No.
20· · · · Q· · Okay.· I'm going to turn you please to
21· ·Exhibit 7, which is the property inventory for the
22· ·Colvin arrest.
23· · · · · · · (EXHIBIT 7 MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION)
24· · · · A· · Okay.
25· · · · Q· · And again, in this inventory, you're listed in
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·1· ·the field that says, "Found by, name," correct?
·2· · · · A· · Yes.
·3· · · · Q· · And so according to this you recovered a
·4· ·bundle of money from Mr. Colvin; is that right?
·5· · · · A· · Yes.
·6· · · · Q· · Okay.· And if you turn to page 3, it lists
·7· ·narcotics, and you're listed as the officer who found
·8· ·those as well, right?
·9· · · · A· · Yes.· I am.
10· · · · Q· · And you were the officer who prepared this
11· ·inventory report, right?
12· · · · A· · I was one of the officers who did prepare the
13· ·report, yes.
14· · · · Q· · Okay.· And can you tell who else was involved
15· ·in preparing it?
16· · · · A· · Officer Kenneth Young.
17· · · · Q· · And Sergeant Watts approved it, right?
18· · · · A· · Yes.
19· · · · Q· · Okay.· All right.· You can put Exhibit 7 to
20· ·the side.· Do you recall testifying before the grand
21· ·jury with regard to the Colvin arrest?
22· · · · A· · (Inaudible)
23· · · · Q· · Do you recall testifying before the grand jury
24· ·for the Colvin arrest?
25· · · · A· · No.
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·1· · · · Q· · Okay.· And I ask you to review, please,
·2· ·Exhibit 8.
·3· · · · · · ·Let me know when you're through.
·4· · · · · · MR. FLAXMAN:· I think we need to put on the
·5· · · ·record the confidentiality for the grand jury.  I
·6· · · ·don't want us to miss that.
·7· · · · · · THE WITNESS:· Okay.
·8· ·BY MS. KLEINHAUS:
·9· · · · Q· · So having reviewed --
10· · · · · · MS. KLEINHAUS:· I'm sorry.· We can keep the
11· · · ·discussion of Exhibit 8 on the confidential record,
12· · · ·please.· And I'll let you know, Chloe, when we're
13· · · ·going off that.
14· · · · · · · (CONFIDENTIAL PORTION I REDACTED)
15· · · · Q· · Do you know who Greg Dobbins is?
16· · · · A· · No.
17· · · · Q· · Do you recall an arrest of Greg Dobbins on
18· ·March 14th of 2004?
19· · · · A· · No.
20· · · · Q· · Okay.· Turn please to Exhibit 9, which I'll
21· ·represent to you is the arrest report and vice case
22· ·report for Dobbins and review it, please.
23· · · · · · · (EXHIBIT 9 MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION)
24· · · · A· · Okay.
25· · · · Q· · Having reviewed Exhibit 9, did it refresh your
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·1· ·recollection at all about the arrest of Mr. Dobbins?
·2· · · · A· · No.
·3· · · · Q· · Did you recognize the names of any of the
·4· ·other civilians discussed in those reports besides
·5· ·Mr. Dobbins?
·6· · · · A· · No.
·7· · · · Q· · Do you know what your role in the arrest of
·8· ·Greg Dobbins was?
·9· · · · A· · According to the report, says I was assisting.
10· · · · Q· · Okay.· And as you've testified previously,
11· ·assisting could mean a number of things, right?
12· · · · A· · Yes.
13· · · · Q· · Okay.· You don't know whether or not you
14· ·observed the alleged criminal activity or not, right?
15· · · · A· · No.· I do not.
16· · · · Q· · Okay.· Is there anything that would help you
17· ·refresh your recollection about the arrest of Greg
18· ·Dobbins?
19· · · · A· · No.
20· · · · Q· · Okay.· You can put Exhibit 9 to the side,
21· ·please.· Do you know who Christopher Farris [sic] is?
22· · · · A· · No.
23· · · · Q· · Do you know someone with the nickname Big Joe?
24· · · · A· · No.
25· · · · Q· · And do you recall an arrest of Christopher
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·1· ·Farris on July 5th of 2004?
·2· · · · A· · No.
·3· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· Hey, Tess.· The name on this is
·4· · · ·Joseph Farris, I just want you to know.
·5· · · · · · MS. KLEINHAUS:· Okay.· Thank you.
·6· ·BY MS. KLEINHAUS:
·7· · · · Q· · And do you recall ever making or -- sorry, let
·8· ·me rephrase it.· Do you recall ever being at Ida B.
·9· ·Wells during a 4th of July celebration, like -- I'm
10· ·sorry, there shouldn't be an exhibit in front of you
11· ·sir.· I'm just --
12· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· Yeah.· I'm sorry I put that down
13· · · ·at his -- I took it back.
14· · · · · · MS. KLEINHAUS:· No problem.
15· ·BY MS. KLEINHAUS:
16· · · · Q· · Do you recall ever being at Ida B. Wells
17· ·during a 4th of July parade or celebration?
18· · · · A· · No.
19· · · · Q· · Okay.· Do you ever recall working the 4th of
20· ·July and being assigned to Ida B. Wells?
21· · · · A· · No.
22· · · · · · MS. KLEINHAUS:· Okay.· And -- if you can, hand
23· · · ·him Exhibit 10 now.
24· · · · · · · (EXHIBIT 10 MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION)
25· · · · Q· · If you can review Exhibit 10, please and let

Page 92
·1· ·me know if it refreshes your recollection about the
·2· ·arrest of Mr. Farris?· Okay.· Having reviewed Exhibit
·3· ·10, did it refresh your recollection at all about the
·4· ·arrest of Mr. Farris?
·5· · · · A· · No.
·6· · · · Q· · And according to the report, you encountered
·7· ·Farris on July 5th, correct?
·8· · · · A· · That's the date that's on the report.
·9· · · · Q· · Okay.· Do you know whether or not you had an
10· ·encounter with him on July 4th, the day before?
11· · · · A· · No.
12· · · · Q· · Is the handwriting on Exhibit 10 your
13· ·handwriting?
14· · · · A· · The arrest report?· Yes.
15· · · · Q· · Okay.· And you were the first arresting
16· ·officer for this arrest, correct?
17· · · · A· · Yes.
18· · · · Q· · And that would mean that you observed the
19· ·criminal activity alleged, right?
20· · · · A· · Yes.
21· · · · Q· · You can put Exhibit 10 to the side.· Did you
22· ·ever patrol at the Lake Meadows Plaza on 35th Street?
23· · · · A· · That was part of the district.
24· · · · Q· · Okay.· Do you recall ever making any arrests
25· ·there?
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·1· · · · A· · Nothing specific, no.
·2· · · · Q· · Okay.· During your career at CPD, did you ever
·3· ·apply or take a test to become a detective?
·4· · · · A· · Not a detective, no.
·5· · · · Q· · Okay.· Did you ever apply or take a test for
·6· ·any other position?
·7· · · · A· · Sergeant.
·8· · · · Q· · Okay.· How many times did you attempt to
·9· ·become a sergeant?
10· · · · A· · Twice.
11· · · · Q· · Okay.· And did you take a test?
12· · · · A· · Yes.
13· · · · Q· · Okay.· Do you know how you did on the test?
14· · · · A· · Yes.
15· · · · Q· · How did you do?
16· · · · A· · Did well.
17· · · · Q· · Okay.· What about the second time that you
18· ·took it?· Do you know how you did on it?
19· · · · A· · No.· I retired.
20· · · · Q· · Oh, you retired before you got your result?
21· · · · A· · Before I got the full results, I didn't take
22· ·the second half, so I don't know.
23· · · · Q· · Okay.· Did you have the opportunity to become
24· ·a sergeant?
25· · · · A· · By taking the test?· Yes.
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·1· · · · Q· · Okay.· So you ranked well enough that you
·2· ·could've become a sergeant?
·3· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· Objection to foundation.
·4· · · · · · MS. KLEINHAUS:· Okay.
·5· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· If you know --
·6· · · · A· · I don't know.· You have merit promotions,
·7· ·things of that nature.
·8· ·BY MS. KLEINHAUS:
·9· · · · Q· · Okay.· What -- how did you rank on the
10· ·sergeant test?
11· · · · A· · The first time?
12· · · · Q· · Sure.
13· · · · A· · I believe it was a 942.
14· · · · Q· · Okay.· And when did you take the test the
15· ·first time?
16· · · · A· · I don't recall.
17· · · · Q· · And when did you take the test the second
18· ·time?
19· · · · A· · Sometime in 2020.
20· · · · Q· · And you said -- I'm not --
21· · · · A· · It -- it could be '20 or '19.
22· · · · Q· · Okay.
23· · · · A· · It was fairly -- within the last three years.
24· · · · Q· · Okay.
25· · · · A· · I can't remember the exact date.
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·1· · · · Q· · And you told me on that second occasion, you
·2· ·only took the first part of it?
·3· · · · A· · Yes.
·4· · · · Q· · And if I understood you correctly, you never
·5· ·took the second part because you retired; is that right?
·6· · · · A· · Yes.
·7· · · · Q· · Other than taking the sergeant exam, did you
·8· ·ever try to obtain any other positions within CPD
·9· ·besides police officer?
10· · · · A· · No.
11· · · · Q· · Do you know who Derrick Lewis is?
12· · · · A· · No.
13· · · · Q· · Okay.· Do you recall an arrest of Derrick
14· ·Lewis on July 3rd of 2004?
15· · · · A· · No.
16· · · · Q· · Okay.· If you can turn your attention to
17· ·Exhibit 11, please, and review it.· Do you recognize the
18· ·person depicted in Exhibit 11?
19· · · · · · · (EXHIBIT 11 MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION)
20· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· Wait a second, Tess.· You said
21· · · ·they were -- are you talking about the picture, not
22· · · ·--
23· · · · · · MS. KLEINHAUS:· Yeah.· I'm sorry.· It should be
24· · · ·--
25· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· Okay.
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·1· · · · · · MS. KLEINHAUS:· Exhibit 11 should be a photo.
·2· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· Yeah.· That's what I thought.
·3· · · ·Hold on.· Now, he has the correct exhibit.
·4· · · · · · MS. KLEINHAUS:· Okay.
·5· ·BY MS. KLEINHAUS:
·6· · · · Q· · Sir, do you recognize the person depicted in
·7· ·Exhibit 11?
·8· · · · A· · No.
·9· · · · Q· · Okay.· You can put that to the side.· If you
10· ·can turn, please to Exhibit 12.· I'll represent to you
11· ·that's the vice case report and arrest report for
12· ·Derrick Lewis.· Having reviewed Exhibit 12, did that
13· ·review -- I'm sorry, did that refresh your recollection
14· ·about the arrest of Derrick Lewis at all?
15· · · · · · · (EXHIBIT 12 MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION)
16· · · · A· · No.
17· · · · Q· · Other than knowing that you were one of the
18· ·assisting arresting officers, do you know what your role
19· ·was in that arrest?
20· · · · A· · No.
21· · · · Q· · Okay.· You can put that exhibit to the side,
22· ·please.· Do you know who Hasaan Potts is?
23· · · · A· · No.
24· · · · Q· · Do you recall an arrest of Hasaan Potts on
25· ·March 19th of 2003?
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·1· · · · A· · No.· I do not.
·2· · · · Q· · Okay.· Take a look, please at Exhibit 13.
·3· · · · · · · (EXHIBIT 13 MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION)
·4· · · · A· · Excuse me.
·5· · · · Q· · Having reviewed Exhibit 13, did it refresh
·6· ·your recollection about the arrest of Mr. Potts?
·7· · · · A· · No.
·8· · · · Q· · Okay.· According to Exhibit 13, you were the
·9· ·first arresting officer for this arrest, correct?
10· · · · A· · Yes.
11· · · · Q· · And you would have been the officer who had
12· ·the personal observation of the criminal activity in the
13· ·-- that's described in the narrative section of the
14· ·report, right?
15· · · · A· · Yes.
16· · · · Q· · Okay.· You can put that exhibit to the side,
17· ·please.· Do you know who Lee Rainey is?
18· · · · A· · No.· I do not.
19· · · · Q· · Okay.· If you can take a look at the photo in
20· ·Exhibit 14, let me know if you recognize the person
21· ·depicted there.
22· · · · · · · (EXHIBIT 14 MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION)
23· · · · A· · I do not.
24· · · · Q· · Okay.· Do you recall an arrest of Lee Rainey
25· ·on May 31st of 2003?
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·1· · · · A· · No.
·2· · · · Q· · Okay.· If you can look please at Exhibit 15
·3· ·and review it.· It's the vice case report and arrest
·4· ·report for that arrest.
·5· · · · · · · (EXHIBIT 15 MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION)
·6· · · · A· · Okay.
·7· · · · Q· · Did reviewing Exhibit 15 refresh your
·8· ·recollection at all about the arrest of Mr. Rainey?
·9· · · · A· · No.
10· · · · Q· · Okay.· And according to the reports, you were
11· ·the first arresting officer for that arrest, correct?
12· · · · A· · Yes.
13· · · · Q· · And by signing the report -- so as the first
14· ·arresting officer, you were swearing to the truth of the
15· ·contents of the narrative section, right?
16· · · · A· · Yes.
17· · · · Q· · And so where it says, for example, that
18· ·Mr. Rainey fled, that means that you personally observed
19· ·that, right?
20· · · · A· · Yes.
21· · · · Q· · Okay.· You can put that exhibit to the side.
22· ·If you can look at the next exhibit, it should be a
23· ·property inventory for Mr. Rainey's arrest.
24· · · · A· · Okay.
25· · · · Q· · And according to Exhibit 16, you were the
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·1· ·officer who found the narcotics for the Ramey arrest,
·2· ·right?
·3· · · · · · · (EXHIBIT 16 MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION)
·4· · · · A· · That's correct.
·5· · · · Q· · You're also listed under the section labeled.,
·6· ·"Hold for investigation and/or evidence."· Do you see
·7· ·that part?
·8· · · · A· · Yes.· I do.
·9· · · · Q· · And what does that mean, for you to be listed
10· ·there as the investigating officer?
11· · · · A· · Hold that for court purposes.
12· · · · Q· · And can you explain what that -- what it means
13· ·to hold it for court.· Who should hold it for court or
14· ·what should they do with it?
15· · · · A· · Evidence will be held and presented in court.
16· · · · Q· · Okay.· You can put that exhibit to the side,
17· ·please.· I want to turn your attention to Exhibit 17.
18· ·It's your testimony in the Rainey case.· If you can
19· ·please take a moment to review it, please.
20· · · · · · · (EXHIBIT 17 MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION)
21· · · · A· · Okay.
22· · · · Q· · Having reviewed Exhibit 17, does your
23· ·testimony at the preliminary hearing in the Rainey
24· ·matter refresh your recollection at all as to this
25· ·arrest?
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·1· · · · A· · No.
·2· · · · Q· · And you were the person -- your understanding
·3· ·is that you were the person called to testify because
·4· ·you were the first arresting officer, correct?
·5· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· Objection.· Foundation.· You can
·6· · · ·answer.
·7· · · · A· · I observed the crime, yes.
·8· · · · Q· · Okay.· And was your testimony at the
·9· ·preliminary hearing truthful?
10· · · · A· · Yes.
11· · · · Q· · And is there anything from that testimony that
12· ·you wish to correct?
13· · · · A· · No.
14· · · · Q· · Do you recall preparing with a prosecutor
15· ·before giving your testimony at the preliminary hearing?
16· · · · A· · Yes.
17· · · · Q· · Okay.· And who was present for that
18· ·preparation?
19· · · · A· · I don't recall.
20· · · · Q· · Do you know whether or not other officers were
21· ·present?
22· · · · A· · No.
23· · · · Q· · Okay.· Do you know who Deon Willis is?
24· · · · A· · No.· I do not.
25· · · · Q· · Do you recall an arrest of Deon Willis on
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·1· ·September 20th of 2002?
·2· · · · A· · No.
·3· · · · Q· · Okay.· Turn your attention, please to Exhibit
·4· ·18, which is the reports for the Willis arrest.
·5· · · · · · · (EXHIBIT 18 MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION)
·6· · · · A· · Okay.
·7· · · · Q· · Did reviewing Exhibit 18 refresh your
·8· ·recollection at all about the arrest of Deon Willis?
·9· · · · A· · No.
10· · · · Q· · You are listed as the first arresting officer
11· ·in this arrest as well, correct?
12· · · · A· · Yes.
13· · · · Q· · And again, that signifies that you were
14· ·attesting to the truthfulness of the narrative section
15· ·of the report, right?
16· · · · A· · Yes.
17· · · · Q· · You can put that to the side.· I want to show
18· ·you the inventory from that arrest, the following
19· ·exhibit, to be Exhibit 19.· Does reviewing Exhibit 19,
20· ·refresh your recollection at all about the arrest of
21· ·Deon Willis?
22· · · · · · · (EXHIBIT 19 MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION)
23· · · · A· · No.
24· · · · Q· · And again, this inventory that lists you as
25· ·the officer who found the narcotics, indicates you had
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·1· ·personal knowledge of the criminal activity underlying
·2· ·that arrest, right?
·3· · · · A· · Yes.· I arrested him that day for this -- for
·4· ·what's written in the report.
·5· · · · Q· · And then you were the one who found the
·6· ·narcotics, right?
·7· · · · A· · Yes.
·8· · · · · · · (CONFIDENTIAL PORTION II REDACTED)
·9· · · · · · MS. KLEINHAUS:· Okay.· I'd like to just take
10· · · ·another short five-minute break, please, and go off
11· · · ·the record.
12· · · · · · · (OFF THE RECORD)
13· · · · · · COURT REPORTER:· We're back on record.
14· · · · · · MS. KLEINHAUS:· Okay.· I just want to add a
15· · · ·couple of things for our record.· We haven't
16· · · ·received the personnel file from the city for Mr.
17· · · ·Edwards yet, and there are some discovery requests
18· · · ·that are outstanding.· So we would reserve the right
19· · · ·to ask about those items at a later date when we
20· · · ·receive them. Although frankly, I think it's
21· · · ·somewhat unlikely.· And with that, I think what I'd
22· · · ·like to do is take a half- hour lunch break, if
23· · · ·that's okay.· And then I think Joel -- I think I'll
24· · · ·be able to hand it over to Joel at that point.· Does
25· · · ·that work for everyone?
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·1· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· Yeah.· The question I have is, do
·2· · · ·you think we'll be able to -- I assume you will wrap
·3· · · ·up today then?
·4· · · · · · MS. KLEINHAUS:· Yes.
·5· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· Okay.· That's fine with me.  I
·6· · · ·just want to check with Mr. Edwards, to make sure
·7· · · ·there's no issues.· Is that okay to take a break for
·8· · · ·lunch?
·9· · · · · · THE WITNESS:· Yeah.· That's fine.· (Inaudible)
10· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· Yeah.· Okay.· That's fine.· We
11· · · ·can do that.
12· · · · · · MS. KLEINHAUS:· Okay.· Let's go off the record
13· · · ·for a half hour, and we'll resume then at 1:30,
14· · · ·okay?
15· · · · · · · (OFF THE RECORD)
16· · · · · · COURT REPORTER:· We are back on the record.
17· · · · · · MS. KLEINHAUS:· I don't have any further
18· · · ·questions right now, so I'll turn it over to Joel.
19· · · · · · MR. FLAXMAN:· Thanks.
20· · · · · · · · · EXAMINATION
21· ·BY MR. FLAXMAN:
22· · · · Q· · Mr. Edwards, my name is Joel Flaxman.· Can you
23· ·hear me?
24· · · · A· · Yes, sir.
25· · · · Q· · Okay.· I represent some of the other
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·1· ·plaintiffs in this case and I'm going to ask you some
·2· ·questions now.· You've been answering questions for a
·3· ·few hours now, correct?
·4· · · · A· · Yes.
·5· · · · Q· · And we just took a half hour break, right?
·6· · · · A· · Yes.
·7· · · · Q· · Okay.· Are you comfortable continuing to
·8· ·answer questions today?
·9· · · · A· · You're saying.
10· · · · Q· · Okay.· And nothing has changed about your
11· ·ability to tell the truth in any way, right?
12· · · · A· · No.
13· · · · Q· · Okay.· (coughs) Excuse me.· One thing you
14· ·talked to Ms. Kleinhaus about was your various
15· ·assignments as a Chicago police officer.· Did I
16· ·understand correctly that Watts was your sergeant when
17· ·you were on a tactical team at public housing south?
18· · · · A· · Yes.· He was one of the sergeants.
19· · · · Q· · Okay.· And at some time, was the public
20· ·housing south disbanded?
21· · · · A· · Yes.
22· · · · Q· · And that's when you returned to patrol in the
23· ·2nd District; is that right?
24· · · · A· · Yes.
25· · · · Q· · Okay.· Is it right that some of the other
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·1· ·members of the tactical team went to a tactical team in
·2· ·the 2nd District?
·3· · · · A· · Yes.
·4· · · · Q· · Okay.· Why didn't you go to a tactical team in
·5· ·the 2nd District at that time?
·6· · · · A· · I wasn't chosen.
·7· · · · Q· · Did you request to go to a tactical team at
·8· ·that time?
·9· · · · A· · No.· I did not.
10· · · · Q· · And why didn't you request to go to a tactical
11· ·team?
12· · · · A· · I just went back to my unit of assigning --
13· ·different assignments.
14· · · · Q· · Okay.· Did you make -- you made a choice not
15· ·to request to go to a tactical team?
16· · · · A· · No.· When you -- when it disbanded, it was a
17· ·detailed.· I was initially detailed to 715 with a
18· ·sergeant -- Sergeant Brad Redrick.· During the course of
19· ·the time I was with Sergeant Redrick, Sergeant Ronald
20· ·Watts asked me to be part of his team.· So I would have
21· ·initially detailed over there with him as the sergeant.
22· ·So the initial sergeant I went over there with, I didn't
23· ·go back with.· And I went back to my regular assignment
24· ·as a patrolman in the 2nd District.· I just took my
25· ·assignment.
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·1· · · · Q· · Was Redrick a sergeant of the tactical team?
·2· · · · A· · No.
·3· · · · Q· · How do you spell Redrick; if you remember?
·4· · · · A· · Redrick?
·5· · · · Q· · Yes.
·6· · · · A· · R-E-D-R-I-C-K.
·7· · · · Q· · Okay.· And did I understand right that you
·8· ·went to work at public housing south with Redrick as
·9· ·your sergeant?
10· · · · A· · Yeah.· When I initially worked for the housing
11· ·south.
12· · · · Q· · Okay.· And then at some time you were asked to
13· ·join a tactical team at public housing south?
14· · · · A· · Yes.
15· · · · Q· · And who asked you to join the tactical team?
16· · · · A· · I explained to her.· Ronald Watts.
17· · · · Q· · And after public housing south was disbanded,
18· ·you returned to patrol in 2nd District?
19· · · · A· · Yes.
20· · · · Q· · And at that time, Watts did not ask you to
21· ·join his tactical team in the 2nd District?
22· · · · A· · No.· I wasn't asked.
23· · · · Q· · Could you have asked Watts to join the
24· ·tactical team?
25· · · · A· · You can ask for any assignment.
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·1· · · · Q· · But you chose not to ask?
·2· · · · A· · No.· I just took on my regular assignment.
·3· · · · Q· · Was there a reason that you chose not to ask?
·4· · · · A· · I just took all my regular assignment.· I was
·5· ·no longer detailed, so I chose to stay on patrol.
·6· · · · Q· · Okay.· Did you prefer to be on patrol to a
·7· ·tactical team?
·8· · · · A· · It was just taking another assignment, it
·9· ·wasn't a preference.
10· · · · Q· · If you had been asked to join the tactical
11· ·team, would you have done it at that time?
12· · · · A· · I don't know.
13· · · · Q· · How would you have made the decision?
14· · · · A· · That's hypothetical.· I don't know.· I just
15· ·chose my two and that was my decision.
16· · · · Q· · Okay.· Which would you prefer being on
17· ·tactical team or being on patrol?
18· · · · A· · They were both an assignment.
19· · · · Q· · And you didn't have a preference?
20· · · · A· · No.
21· · · · Q· · You told Ms. Kleinhaus that you took a test
22· ·for promotion two different times; is that right?
23· · · · A· · Yes.
24· · · · Q· · Did you want a promotion?
25· · · · A· · Everyone -- I would think everyone wants to
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·1· ·advance in a career.
·2· · · · Q· · Why would -- why did you want to advance in
·3· ·your career?
·4· · · · A· · It was a promotion.· It was advancement.· More
·5· ·pay.
·6· · · · Q· · Was serving a tactical team considered a
·7· ·promotion to you?
·8· · · · A· · It was a different assignment.
·9· · · · Q· · But it was not -- it was an equivalent
10· ·assignment, not a promotion to being --
11· · · · A· · A promotion is a step increase in raise and it
12· ·comes with a step increase title.· Tactical team is
13· ·still a patrol officer.· You're assigned to a tactical
14· ·team -- there is a difference between the promotion.
15· · · · Q· · Moving to your assignment more recently, I
16· ·believe you had said that when you were on desk duty,
17· ·you wanted to know if something was written down about
18· ·why you had that assignment.· Did I get that right?
19· · · · A· · Yes.
20· · · · Q· · And did you ask somebody within the police
21· ·department if something was written down, about why you
22· ·had that assignment?
23· · · · A· · Just carious sergeants, like I mentioned
24· ·before.· Whoever was working at desk that day.
25· · · · Q· · Okay.· And do you remember what the response
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·1· ·was when you asked?
·2· · · · A· · No.· You're just taking a different
·3· ·assignment.
·4· · · · Q· · Okay.· So you've never received something in
·5· ·writing, explaining why you were getting that different
·6· ·assignment.
·7· · · · A· · No.
·8· · · · Q· · And I'm sorry -- I'm just going to ask the
·9· ·same question again.· Please let me finish the
10· ·questions, so we have a clear record.
11· · · · A· · Okay.
12· · · · Q· · Did you ever -- did you ever receive something
13· ·in writing explaining why you were assigned to desk
14· ·duty?
15· · · · A· · No.
16· · · · Q· · Did you ever make a request for something in
17· ·writing in a more formal way, than speaking to the
18· ·sergeant on duty?
19· · · · A· · No.
20· · · · Q· · You never put something in writing requesting
21· ·something in --
22· · · · A· · No.
23· · · · Q· · During your testimony with Ms. Kleinhaus, I
24· ·think you testified about three different times that you
25· ·were suspended when you were a Chicago police officer.

Case: 1:17-cv-02877 Document #: 240-28 Filed: 03/31/25 Page 30 of 60 PageID #:7087



Page 110
·1· ·Do you recall that?
·2· · · · A· · Yes.
·3· · · · Q· · Were there also times that you received a
·4· ·reprimand for alleged misconduct?
·5· · · · A· · I can't hear you.
·6· · · · Q· · Were there also times when you received a
·7· ·reprimand for alleged misconduct?
·8· · · · A· · I don't recall.
·9· · · · Q· · Okay.· There's an exhibit that I marked as
10· ·number 22 and I'm hoping your attorney is holding it and
11· ·can give it to you to look at?
12· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· This will be Exhibit 21 that I
13· · · ·think we left off at 20.
14· · · · · · MR. FLAXMAN:· I marked a 22 but we can change
15· · · ·it if I missed up -- mixed up what tested done.
16· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· I thought that the last exhibit
17· · · ·she used was the grand jury transcript, that I
18· · · ·thought was Exhibit 20.
19· · · · · · MR. FLAXMAN:· You're right.· I'm sorry about
20· · · ·that.
21· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· Okay.· No problem.· I'll mark
22· · · ·this as 21.
23· · · · · · MR. FLAXMAN:· You can just cross out 22 and
24· · · ·change it to 21.
25· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· Got it.· Do you want him to take
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·1· · · ·a look at it?
·2· · · · · · MR. FLAXMAN:· Yes.· Please look at Exhibit 21.
·3· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· Okay.
·4· ·BY MR. FLAXMAN:
·5· · · · Q· · Do you know what this is?
·6· · · · A· · Well, it reads that this is the employee
·7· ·complaint history form.· That's what it states.
·8· · · · · · · (CONFIDENTIAL PORTION III REDACTED)
·9· · · · Q· · Let me ask you to look at some of the other
10· ·exhibits.· I'll just -- I'll go through them in
11· ·alphabetical order.· The first one is for Adams.· We
12· ·marked some exhibits for Adams as 1 through 5.· And just
13· ·let me know when you're looking at the one that's marked
14· ·as Adams 01.
15· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· This is the arrest report, Joel?
16· · · · · · MR. FLAXMAN:· Correct.
17· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· Okay.· And it's a one pager?
18· · · · · · MR. FLAXMAN:· It's one page at the bottom left,
19· · · ·that should be marked Plaintiff's Exhibit Adams 01.
20· · · · · · · (ADAMS EXHIBIT 01 MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION)
21· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· Okay.· Yes.
22· ·BY MR. FLAXMAN:
23· · · · Q· · Okay.· Let me know after you've looked at
24· ·that, okay?
25· · · · A· · Okay.· Okay.
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·1· · · · Q· · Do you remember Demetris Adams?
·2· · · · A· · No.
·3· · · · Q· · Okay.· And do you have any memory of the
·4· ·arrest of Demetris Adams on June 26, 2004?
·5· · · · A· · No.· I do not.
·6· · · · Q· · Did you just -- well, you just looked at the
·7· ·document that's marked at the bottom left, Plaintiff's
·8· ·Exhibit Adam 01; is that correct?
·9· · · · A· · Yes.
10· · · · Q· · Okay.· And what is that exhibit?
11· · · · A· · An arrest report.
12· · · · Q· · Okay.· Is it an arrest report for the arrest
13· ·of Demetris Adams on June 26, 2004?
14· · · · A· · Yes.
15· · · · Q· · Okay.· And does reviewing that arrest report
16· ·help you remember the arrest of Demetris Adams on
17· ·June 26, 2004?
18· · · · A· · No.· Just tells me what happened that day.
19· · · · Q· · Okay.· And do you see your name on this arrest
20· ·report?
21· · · · A· · Yes.· I do.
22· · · · Q· · Okay.· Where's your name?
23· · · · A· · It's where it says, "Victim complainant,
24· ·Darryl Edwards, 16280."· My signature, where it says
25· ·16280, and then box 44 where it has my name printed.
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·1· · · · Q· · Okay.· And your signature appears above your
·2· ·name; is that right?
·3· · · · A· · Yes.
·4· · · · Q· · Okay.· And this also lists Officer Mohammed as
·5· ·the second arresting officer; is that right?
·6· · · · A· · Yes.
·7· · · · Q· · And above Officer Mohammed, there's a space
·8· ·for the deputy clerk's signature.· Do you see that?
·9· · · · A· · Yes.
10· · · · Q· · And that's signed by Sergeant Watts?
11· · · · A· · Yes.
12· · · · Q· · Do you recognize Sergeant Watts' signature?
13· · · · A· · No.
14· · · · Q· · So you had -- when you say it's signed by him,
15· ·you recognize that somebody put a signature that has his
16· ·name, correct?
17· · · · A· · Yes.
18· · · · Q· · But you can't say for sure that he is the one
19· ·who made that signature?
20· · · · A· · Am saying that that's his signature and he
21· ·signed it that day.· That's him.· But --
22· · · · Q· · Okay.
23· · · · A· · -- I don't recognize his signature per se.
24· · · · Q· · Okay.· How do you know that that's his
25· ·signature?
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·1· · · · A· · I didn't say that.
·2· · · · Q· · Okay.· What did you say?· I'm sorry.
·3· · · · A· · You asked me did I recognize his signature and
·4· ·I told you no.
·5· · · · Q· · Okay.· But you know that that's his signature?
·6· · · · A· · I know that someone signed it that day and he
·7· ·was working that day per the report.
·8· · · · Q· · Okay.· Where did -- where in the report does
·9· ·it say that he was working that day?
10· · · · A· · I said, if he signed it that day, he must have
11· ·been working that day, because his signature is on there
12· ·on the report.
13· · · · Q· · Oh, okay.· Is it possible that somebody else
14· ·signed his name?
15· · · · A· · Not to my knowledge.
16· · · · Q· · Okay.· And you testified before about signing
17· ·another officer's name; is that right?
18· · · · A· · Another officer's name, yes.
19· · · · Q· · Okay.· That's not -- you're not aware of that
20· ·practice for sergeant -- signing a sergeant's name; is
21· ·that right?
22· · · · A· · I have no knowledge of that.
23· · · · Q· · Okay.· You -- would -- did you ever sign a
24· ·sergeant's name?
25· · · · A· · Never.
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·1· · · · Q· · Okay.· And I don't mean to imply --
·2· · · · A· · No.· No.· No.· I just said never, meaning
·3· ·never.
·4· · · · Q· · And were you ever aware of another officer who
·5· ·signed a sergeant's name?
·6· · · · A· · No.
·7· · · · Q· · As the first arresting officer, would it have
·8· ·been your responsibility to prepare this arrest report?
·9· · · · A· · Yes.· First arresting officers prepare the
10· ·arrest report.
11· · · · Q· · Okay.· And does that include all the
12· ·information near the top with the name, and nickname,
13· ·and address?
14· · · · A· · Yes.
15· · · · Q· · Okay.· But what was your practice for getting
16· ·the nickname of somebody who was arrested?
17· · · · A· · Ask.
18· · · · Q· · Was there ever another way that you would get
19· ·a nickname?
20· · · · A· · Sometimes nicknames are in other, like, a rap
21· ·sheet or something -- AKA, you would see that.· But I
22· ·ask, if they tell me, they do.· If not, I put refused.
23· · · · Q· · All right.· And then let me ask you -- sorry
24· ·about this.· All right.· Let me ask you about the,
25· ·"Narrative," section.· Do you see that section?
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·1· · · · A· · Yes.
·2· · · · Q· · Okay.· And it begins, "This is a PHS tactical
·3· ·team arrest."· Do you see that?
·4· · · · A· · Yes.
·5· · · · Q· · What is PHS?
·6· · · · A· · Public housing south.
·7· · · · Q· · Okay.· The next line says -- in summary,
·8· ·"R/O's placed the above offender under arrest."· Do you
·9· ·see that?
10· · · · A· · Yes.
11· · · · Q· · What does R/O mean?
12· · · · A· · Reporting officers.
13· · · · Q· · Okay.· And who are the reporting officers?
14· · · · A· · Huh?
15· · · · Q· · Who are the reporting officers on this report?
16· · · · A· · Myself and Officer Mohammed.
17· · · · Q· · Okay.· And the first line at the end lists,
18· ·"4512C, A, B, D."· Do you see that?
19· · · · A· · Yes.
20· · · · Q· · What does that mean?
21· · · · A· · Those were other tactical beats that were on
22· ·scene then that -- at that time.
23· · · · Q· · Can you tell from this what your beat was?
24· · · · A· · Yeah.· I was 40 -- 4512 Charlie.
25· · · · Q· · Okay.· And that's in the beat number box next
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·1· ·to your name below?
·2· · · · A· · Yes.
·3· · · · Q· · All right.· Let me ask you to look at the next
·4· ·exhibit that's marked Adams 02.
·5· · · · · · · (ADAMS EXHIBIT 02 MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION)
·6· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· Joel, are you using these as a
·7· · · ·group exhibit or are you doing each individually?
·8· · · · · · MR. FLAXMAN:· Each one should be marked
·9· · · ·individually.
10· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· Okay.
11· ·BY MR. FLAXMAN:
12· · · · Q· · Do you see at the bottom left that says,
13· ·"Plaintiff's Exhibit Adams 02"?
14· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· Yeah.· That's fine.· I don't know
15· · · ·if you're going to run with the sequence that Tess
16· · · ·was going with.
17· · · · · · MR. FLAXMAN:· Oh, no.· I'm not because I marked
18· · · ·them differently.
19· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· That's fine.
20· ·BY MR. FLAXMAN:
21· · · · Q· · Let me know when you've looked at that before
22· ·I ask you questions about it, okay?
23· · · · A· · (No verbal response.)
24· · · · Q· · Do you recognize what we marked as Plaintiff's
25· ·Exhibit Adam 02?
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·1· · · · A· · Yes.
·2· · · · Q· · And what is it?
·3· · · · A· · A vice case report.
·4· · · · Q· · Okay.· What's a vice case report?
·5· · · · A· · A vice case report is used to document vice
·6· ·complaints.
·7· · · · Q· · Okay.· And in this case a complaint of
·8· ·narcotics?
·9· · · · A· · Yes.
10· · · · Q· · And is this related to the arrest of Demetris
11· ·Adams on June 26, 2004?
12· · · · A· · Yes.· What it states, yes.
13· · · · Q· · Okay.· Did you prepare this vice case report?
14· · · · A· · Yes.
15· · · · Q· · And how do you know that?
16· · · · A· · Because it has my tight-knit signature right
17· ·here as Darryl Edwards, first arresting officer --
18· ·reporting officer.
19· · · · Q· · But you don't remember actually doing this in
20· ·2004, right?
21· · · · A· · No.
22· · · · Q· · And this lists Officer Mohammed as the second
23· ·officer; is that right?
24· · · · A· · Yes.
25· · · · Q· · Okay.· And Watts is listed here as a,
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·1· ·"Supervisor approving"; is that right?
·2· · · · A· · Yes.
·3· · · · Q· · What's your understanding of what it means for
·4· ·a sergeant to be listed as supervisor approving on a
·5· ·vice case report?
·6· · · · A· · He was my supervisor that day.
·7· · · · Q· · And does it mean that he -- does it mean that
·8· ·he approved this report?
·9· · · · A· · Yes.
10· · · · Q· · Is there anything else that it signifies for
11· ·him to be listed as the supervisor approving?
12· · · · A· · No.· It just says supervi -- approving
13· ·supervisor's name, and he printed his name, and put his
14· ·star number.
15· · · · Q· · Okay.· I know it's blacked out here, but you
16· ·would expect his signature to be under his name, too; is
17· ·that right?
18· · · · A· · Yes.
19· · · · Q· · And you would -- would you have signed your
20· ·name under -- your name in the box number -- I'm sorry.
21· ·Would you have put your signature under your name as the
22· ·reporting officer?
23· · · · A· · (No verbal response.)
24· · · · Q· · I'm sorry, did you say yes?
25· · · · A· · I said, yes.
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·1· · · · Q· · Okay.· And then let me ask you -- going up to
·2· ·box number 18, that has a list of officers there?
·3· · · · A· · Okay.
·4· · · · Q· · And one of them is -- well, the first one is
·5· ·Officer Mohammed, correct?
·6· · · · A· · Yes.
·7· · · · Q· · Then Officer Ridgell, Officer Jones, and then
·8· ·an officer that's R-I-D-R-I-Q-U-E-S [sic].· Do you see
·9· ·that?
10· · · · A· · It's supposed to be Rodriguez.
11· · · · Q· · Okay.· The next one is Gonzalez and the next
12· ·one is Bolton; is that right?
13· · · · A· · Yes.
14· · · · Q· · Okay.· And what does it mean to have those
15· ·officers listed where they are on that report?
16· · · · A· · Assisting officers.
17· · · · Q· · Okay.· All right.· Let me just ask you again
18· ·about the narrative section of -- I'm sorry.· I'm going
19· ·to ask you about the narrative section of this vice case
20· ·report, okay?
21· · · · A· · Okay.
22· · · · Q· · And this is, again, a report that you
23· ·prepared, correct?
24· · · · A· · Okay.
25· · · · Q· · Okay.· Meaning, yes, this is the report you
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·1· ·prepared?
·2· · · · A· · Yes.
·3· · · · Q· · Okay.· At the end of the first line it says,
·4· ·in summary, "R/Os proceeded to the above location."· Do
·5· ·you see that?
·6· · · · A· · Yes.
·7· · · · Q· · And R/Os again means you and Officer Mohammed?
·8· · · · A· · Yes.
·9· · · · Q· · And the next line says, "To the above location
10· ·to conduct a narcotics investigation after receiving
11· ·information that the above offender was selling
12· ·narcotics on the fifth floor."· Did I read that right?
13· · · · A· · Yes.
14· · · · Q· · Okay.· Do you know where you and Officer
15· ·Mohammed received that information from?
16· · · · A· · No.
17· · · · Q· · In your time on this tactical team, were there
18· ·instances that you received information about narcotic
19· ·sales?
20· · · · A· · Yeah.· From the radio, from the dispatch.
21· · · · Q· · Okay.· And is that what you take this to mean,
22· ·that the radio or dispatch gave you information about
23· ·narcotic sales?
24· · · · A· · It could be a possibility.
25· · · · Q· · Okay.· I'm just going to the next page.· Well
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·1· ·-- I'm sorry.· This is -- the first page lists the
·2· ·address of occurrence as 574 East 36th Street.· Do you
·3· ·see that?
·4· · · · A· · Yes.
·5· · · · Q· · And do you recall that to be a high-rise
·6· ·building at the Ida B. Wells homes?
·7· · · · A· · It has numerous floors, yes.· But not a high-
·8· ·rise, so to speak, maybe -- yeah, numerous floors but
·9· ·not a high-rise.
10· · · · Q· · Sure.· Do you recall how many floors 574 East
11· ·36th Street had?
12· · · · A· · It's numerous floors.· I don't recall how many
13· ·exact floors -- it -- to this date, but it's not a high-
14· ·rise.
15· · · · Q· · Not a high-rise.· Okay.· Then this report --
16· ·on the second page states that the, "R/Os proceeded up
17· ·the stairway and upon reaching the fifth-floor landing."
18· ·Do you see that?
19· · · · A· · Okay.
20· · · · Q· · Do you know what part of the building is meant
21· ·by fifth floor landing?
22· · · · A· · I don't recall this arrest --
23· · · · Q· · Okay.
24· · · · A· · -- but the landing is a fifth-floor landing.
25· · · · Q· · Well, I mean, do you have a recollection of
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·1· ·what the landing looked like at the Ida B. Wells
·2· ·buildings?
·3· · · · A· · The beginning of the hallway?
·4· · · · Q· · Correct.· Was there a doorway between the
·5· ·stairs and the hallway?
·6· · · · A· · I don't recall.
·7· · · · Q· · Okay.· Lower down, there's a sentence that
·8· ·says, "As R/Os approached the offender," do you see
·9· ·where I am?· It's, like, the middle of the third line.
10· · · · A· · Okay.
11· · · · Q· · It says, "As R/Os approached the offender and
12· ·announced their office the offender fled to the door of
13· ·apartment 510 and attempted to gain entry."· Do you see
14· ·that?
15· · · · A· · Yes.
16· · · · Q· · Okay.· "Announced their office," means that
17· ·police officers said that they were police officers; is
18· ·that right?
19· · · · A· · Yes.
20· · · · Q· · Do you -- no.· Do you have any recollection of
21· ·who lived in department 510?
22· · · · A· · No.
23· · · · Q· · Based on this description, do you believe that
24· ·Mr. Adams was ever inside apartment 510?
25· · · · A· · I'm just going by what I see on the report.
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·1· · · · Q· · Okay.· And the report doesn't say he was ever
·2· ·inside the apartment?
·3· · · · A· · The report doesn't say that.
·4· · · · Q· · Okay.· It doesn't say that you were ever
·5· ·inside the apartment, right?
·6· · · · A· · No.
·7· · · · Q· · No.· It doesn't say that, correct?
·8· · · · A· · No.· It doesn't say that.
·9· · · · Q· · Okay.· The last line of this report says,
10· ·"Sergeant Watts R., number 2640 on scene."· Do you see
11· ·that?
12· · · · A· · Yes.
13· · · · Q· · Okay.· Do you know why you would have included
14· ·that at the end of the vice case report?
15· · · · A· · Because he showed up to the scene.
16· · · · Q· · Okay.· And what -- do you know at what time he
17· ·was at the scene?
18· · · · A· · No.
19· · · · Q· · Okay.· And is there any reason, you know, when
20· ·-- I'm sorry.· Let me ask a clean question here.· We
21· ·looked at a list of officers near the top of the report,
22· ·who you said were assisting.· Do you recall that?
23· · · · A· · Yes.
24· · · · Q· · And is there any reason for listing Watts at
25· ·the end of the narrative, instead of listing Watts with
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·1· ·those officers who were assisting?
·2· · · · A· · He's a supervisor, there's no particular
·3· ·reason.
·4· · · · Q· · Okay.· Let me ask you to take a look at what
·5· ·we marked as Exhibits 0 -- as Exhibit Adams 03.· This
·6· ·should be three pages of pictures.
·7· · · · · · · (ADAMS EXHIBIT 03 MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION)
·8· · · · A· · Okay.
·9· · · · Q· · And do you see at the top that this document
10· ·it is by so -- that this document states that it's,
11· ·"Mugshots for CB number 015863943"?
12· · · · A· · Okay.
13· · · · Q· · Do you know what CB number is?
14· · · · A· · Central booking number.
15· · · · Q· · Okay.· Is -- does an arrest report, got a CB
16· ·number?
17· · · · A· · Yes.
18· · · · Q· · Okay.· And does the CB number on Exhibit
19· ·number 3 match the CB number on the arrest report that's
20· ·marked as Adam 01?
21· · · · A· · I don't have that in front of me.
22· · · · Q· · Okay.· Could you take a look at it, please? If
23· ·it's helpful --
24· · · · A· · You know, what it's been four years since I
25· ·looked at an arrest report --
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·1· · · · Q· · I under -- and this is an old -- this is an
·2· ·old form too --
·3· · · · A· · -- it should be down here as --
·4· · · · Q· · You know, I have it at the top all the way at
·5· ·the top left of the report.
·6· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· Can I point it to him Joel?
·7· · · · · · MR. FLAXMAN:· Please.· Thank you for that.
·8· · · · A· · Okay.· But I don't normally write that in
·9· ·there, that's for -- it's lock up process.· I don't put
10· ·that in there.
11· ·BY MR. FLAXMAN:
12· · · · Q· · Okay.· And now let me just ask that as a
13· ·question, okay?· Are -- you're looking at Exhibit number
14· ·1 now?
15· · · · A· · Yes.· I'm looking at it.
16· · · · Q· · Okay.· And is your testimony that as the
17· ·arresting officer, you don't write the CB number on the
18· ·arrest report, correct?
19· · · · A· · No.· That's when they -- to my knowledge,
20· ·that's when they take the -- the picture of the
21· ·individual.
22· · · · Q· · All right.· And --
23· · · · A· · And put that on there.
24· · · · Q· · All right.· And I was just trying to make --
25· ·to get you to see that the CB number on Exhibit 1 is the
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·1· ·same as the CB number on the Exhibit 3.· Do you see that
·2· ·now?
·3· · · · A· · Yeah.· It matches.
·4· · · · Q· · Okay.· And have you looked at the three
·5· ·pictures that make up Exhibit 3?
·6· · · · A· · Yes.· I did.
·7· · · · Q· · Do you recognize that person?
·8· · · · A· · No.· I do not.
·9· · · · Q· · Can you take a look at exhibit number -- Adams
10· ·Exhibit 4, please?
11· · · · · · · (ADAMS EXHIBIT 04 MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION)
12· · · · A· · Okay.
13· · · · Q· · Do you recognize these as inventory sheets for
14· ·the arrest of Demetris Adams on June 26, 2004?
15· · · · A· · Yes.
16· · · · Q· · Did you prepare these inventories?
17· · · · A· · Yes.
18· · · · Q· · And these -- that -- well, the first one is
19· ·for $93 in currency; is that right?
20· · · · A· · Yes.
21· · · · Q· · And this -- the owner's name box says
22· ·"Demetris Adams," correct?
23· · · · A· · Yes.
24· · · · Q· · And then box underneath that is the, "Found
25· ·by," box; is that right?
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·1· · · · A· · Yes.
·2· · · · Q· · And your name's in that, correct?
·3· · · · A· · Yes.
·4· · · · Q· · Meaning that you were the one who found the
·5· ·$93, correct?
·6· · · · A· · Yes.
·7· · · · Q· · Okay.· The next inventory sheet, two pages
·8· ·later, which starts at page 4 of 5, is for -- has two
·9· ·lines for narcotics.· Do you see that?
10· · · · A· · Yes.
11· · · · Q· · And the first one is, "12 smaller bags, each
12· ·containing a white powder.· SUB., suspect heroin"?
13· · · · A· · Yes.
14· · · · Q· · Do you know what SUB. means?
15· · · · A· · Substance.
16· · · · Q· · Okay.· The next line is for, "48 smaller
17· ·plastic bags.· Each C-O-N-T."· Does that mean
18· ·containing?
19· · · · A· · Yes.
20· · · · Q· · "A white rock like SUB," does that again mean
21· ·substance?
22· · · · A· · Uh-huh.
23· · · · Q· · Is that a yes?
24· · · · A· · Yes.
25· · · · Q· · Okay.· And you're listed again as the found by
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·1· ·officer on this inventory sheets?
·2· · · · A· · Yes.
·3· · · · Q· · And when you completed inventory sheets, you
·4· ·would always list the officer who found the evidence in
·5· ·the found by box, correct?
·6· · · · A· · Yes.
·7· · · · Q· · Okay.· Let me ask you to look at the next
·8· ·exhibit, which is Adam 05.· Do you have those two pages
·9· ·in front of you?
10· · · · · · · (ADAMS EXHIBIT 05 MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION)
11· · · · A· · Yes.
12· · · · Q· · Okay.· Looking at page 1, do you recognize --
13· ·do you know what this is?
14· · · · A· · It's a felony complaint.
15· · · · Q· · Okay.· And did you complete this complaint?
16· · · · A· · The complaint was completed that day, yes.
17· · · · Q· · Okay.· Do you know who typed the information
18· ·into the complaint?
19· · · · A· · I probably typed that complaint.
20· · · · Q· · Okay.· Did you sign it under -- on the line
21· ·that says, "Complainant signature"?
22· · · · A· · Yes.
23· · · · Q· · Okay.· And did you sign it on -- oh, I'm
24· ·sorry, there's two lines for complainant's signature. Do
25· ·you see that?
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·1· · · · A· · Yes.
·2· · · · Q· · Did you sign on both of those lines?
·3· · · · A· · Yes.
·4· · · · Q· · And what it says above the second one -- it
·5· ·says, "Being first duly sworn."· Do you see where I'm
·6· ·reading?
·7· · · · A· · Yes.
·8· · · · Q· · It says, "POD Edwards, number 16280 on oath
·9· ·deposes and says that he/she read the foregoing
10· ·complaint by him/her subscribed and that the same is
11· ·true."· Did I read that right?
12· · · · A· · Yes.
13· · · · Q· · So did you understand that you were swearing
14· ·under oath, that the information here was true?
15· · · · A· · Yes.
16· · · · Q· · Okay.· And then the next line after your
17· ·signature says, subscribed and sworn to me.· I'm sorry.
18· ·It says, "Subscribed and sworn to before me,
19· ·June 26, 2004."· And underneath it has the signature of,
20· ·"Sergeant R. Watts, number 2640."· Do you see that?
21· · · · A· · Yes.
22· · · · Q· · Okay.· Did you sign it in front of Sergeant
23· ·Watts?
24· · · · A· · I believe so.· I don't recall.
25· · · · Q· · Okay.· Did you see Sergeant Watts sign it?

Page 131
·1· · · · A· · I don't recall.
·2· · · · Q· · Okay.· And -- well, do you recognize that as
·3· ·Sergeant Watts' signature?
·4· · · · A· · It's his signature.
·5· · · · Q· · And I think we went through this before and --
·6· · · · A· · Yes.· We did.
·7· · · · Q· · -- I'm just trying to understand.
·8· · · · A· · Yeah.· He signed --
·9· · · · Q· · What do you mean --
10· · · · A· · That he signed it that day.· It says he -- his
11· ·signature.
12· · · · Q· · Okay.· Let me look at the next page that's
13· ·marked Adam 05, page 2 of 2.· And what is this document?
14· · · · A· · It's a felony complaint.
15· · · · Q· · Okay.· And was it typically the responsibility
16· ·to the first arresting officer to complete felony
17· ·complaints?
18· · · · A· · Yes.
19· · · · Q· · Okay.· And is that your signature on the lines
20· ·that say, "Complainant's signature," on this document?
21· · · · A· · Yes.
22· · · · Q· · Okay.· And is that the signature of Sergeant
23· ·Ronald Watts underneath that?
24· · · · A· · It says he signed it.
25· · · · Q· · Okay.· All right.· You've looked at a few
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·1· ·different documents about the arrest of Demetris Adams
·2· ·on June 26, 2004.· Having looked at those, are you still
·3· ·unable to remember that arrest?
·4· · · · A· · That's correct.
·5· · · · Q· · Do you know that Mr. Adams says he was falsely
·6· ·arrested on June 26, 2004?
·7· · · · A· · No.· I do not.
·8· · · · Q· · Okay.· Do you believe that Mr. Adams was
·9· ·falsely arrested on June 26, 2004?
10· · · · A· · No.
11· · · · Q· · And why not?
12· · · · A· · Because I made a legal arrest.
13· · · · Q· · Okay.· Do you have a recollection of making
14· ·that legal arrest?
15· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· Objection.· Asked and answered.
16· · · ·You can answer again.
17· · · · A· · No.
18· · · · Q· · Okay.· And what's the basis for your
19· ·confidence that it was a legal arrest?
20· · · · A· · I don't make false arrests.
21· · · · Q· · All right.· Let me go now to this set of
22· ·exhibits that are marked with Carter.· And I'll ask you
23· ·to start with Exhibit Carter 01.
24· · · · · · · (CARTER EXHIBIT 01 MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION)
25· · · · A· · Okay.
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·1· · · · Q· · Is Exhibit Carter 01 the arrest report for the
·2· ·arrest of William Carter on June 18, 2004?
·3· · · · A· · Yes.
·4· · · · Q· · And is your name on this arrest report?
·5· · · · A· · Yes.
·6· · · · Q· · Okay.· Where's your name?
·7· · · · A· · Box 45.
·8· · · · Q· · Okay.· And that lists you as the second
·9· ·arresting officer?
10· · · · A· · Yes.
11· · · · Q· · What does it mean to be the second arresting
12· ·officer?
13· · · · A· · That I was on scene that day, worked with that
14· ·partner.
15· · · · Q· · And who was your partner?
16· · · · A· · That's Alvin Jones.
17· · · · Q· · And according to this report, did you and
18· ·Alvin Jones observe Mr. Carter holding a clear plastic
19· ·bag of suspected narcotics?
20· · · · A· · Yes.
21· · · · Q· · Okay.· Do you have any recollection of this
22· ·arrest of Mr. Carter?
23· · · · A· · No.· I do not.
24· · · · Q· · Do you have any recollection of William
25· ·Carter?
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·1· · · · A· · No.· I do not.
·2· · · · Q· · Do you know why Officer Jones was your partner
·3· ·on June 18, 2004?
·4· · · · A· · We're all partners on the tactical team.
·5· · · · Q· · In the report for Mr. Adams, which was also
·6· ·from June 2004, was prepared with you as first arresting
·7· ·and Mohammed as second arresting, correct?
·8· · · · A· · I don't have that in front of me.
·9· · · · Q· · Okay.· Could I ask your lawyer to show that to
10· ·you again?· It's marked as Adams 01?
11· · · · A· · Now, go ahead.
12· · · · Q· · Okay.
13· · · · A· · Ask me again.
14· · · · Q· · Sure.· For the Adams' arrest on June 26, 2004,
15· ·you and Officer Mohammed were the arresting officers,
16· ·correct?
17· · · · A· · Yes.
18· · · · Q· · For the Carter arrest on June 18th of 2004,
19· ·you and Jones were the arresting officers, correct?
20· · · · A· · Yes.
21· · · · Q· · Was there some reason why you were with Jones
22· ·on one and Mohammed on the other?
23· · · · A· · We were part of the tactical team and we work
24· ·in unisons.· Officer Ha -- Mohammed could have been in a
25· ·different location at that time and I was with Jones in
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·1· ·the same area and we observed that crime together.
·2· ·That's why.
·3· · · · Q· · And then looking at the narrative section of
·4· ·the arrest report for Carter -- are you looking at that
·5· ·now?
·6· · · · A· · Yes.
·7· · · · Q· · And -- well, stepping back, would you expect
·8· ·that Officer Jones prepared the narrative on this
·9· ·because he's the first arresting officer?
10· · · · A· · Yes.
11· · · · Q· · Okay.· The narrative begins, "This is an
12· ·arrest by PHS TACT units ETS 4512 B, C, D"; is that
13· ·right?
14· · · · A· · Yes.
15· · · · Q· · Okay.· And PHS means public housing staff,
16· ·correct?
17· · · · A· · Yes.
18· · · · Q· · And TACT means tactical?
19· · · · A· · Yes.
20· · · · Q· · And BTS means beats?
21· · · · A· · Yes.
22· · · · Q· · And then those beats are 4512 B, C, and D,
23· ·correct?
24· · · · A· · Yes.
25· · · · Q· · Meaning that those three beats were part of
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·1· ·this arrest, right?
·2· · · · A· · Yes.
·3· · · · Q· · All right.· Let me ask you to take a look at
·4· ·the next Carter exhibit that's marked as Carter 02,
·5· ·please.
·6· · · · · · · (CARTER EXHIBIT 02 MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION)
·7· · · · A· · Okay.
·8· · · · Q· · Is Carter 02 the vice case report for the
·9· ·arrest of William Carter on June 18, 2004?
10· · · · A· · Yes.
11· · · · Q· · Okay.· And you're listed as the second
12· ·reporting officer on this; is that correct?
13· · · · A· · Yes.
14· · · · Q· · Is that -- that's your name in box 46, right?
15· · · · A· · Yes.· It is.
16· · · · Q· · Okay.· Did you sign underneath box 46 your
17· ·name?
18· · · · A· · No.
19· · · · Q· · Okay.· Who signed your name?
20· · · · A· · I don't know that day, but I gave them
21· ·permission, whoever it was.
22· · · · Q· · Okay.· Do you recognize the signature under
23· ·Alvin Jones' name?
24· · · · A· · No.
25· · · · Q· · Okay.· And then higher up in box 18, there's a
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·1· ·list of officers, correct?
·2· · · · A· · Yes.
·3· · · · Q· · And based on what you told me before about
·4· ·vice case reports, am I right that those are officers
·5· ·who were -- assisted with this arrest?
·6· · · · A· · Uh-huh.· Yes.
·7· · · · Q· · Okay.· But unless it's in the report, you're
·8· ·not able to say what they did to assist, right?
·9· · · · A· · Exactly.
10· · · · Q· · Okay.· And this report lists three people who
11· ·were arrested.· Do you see that?
12· · · · A· · Yes.
13· · · · Q· · Okay.· Do you have any recollection of the
14· ·second person, Jamon Walker?
15· · · · A· · No.
16· · · · Q· · And for the court reporter's benefit, that's
17· ·J-A-M-O-N, last name, Walker.· What about the third
18· ·person, Roy Tate?· Do you have any recollection of Roy
19· ·Tate?
20· · · · A· · No.
21· · · · Q· · Okay.· All right.· The next three exhibits are
22· ·all -- well, why don't we go through them.· The next
23· ·exhibit, please take a look at Carter 03.· And this is a
24· ·mugshot that says it's of Carter William F.· Do you
25· ·recognize this person?
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·1· · · · · · · (CARTER EXHIBIT 03 MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION)
·2· · · · A· · No.· I do not.
·3· · · · Q· · Okay.· The next one is Carter 04, and this is
·4· ·the first page of a criminal history report for Jamon
·5· ·Walker.· Do you see that?
·6· · · · · · · (CARTER EXHIBIT 04 MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION)
·7· · · · A· · Yes.
·8· · · · Q· · And that has a picture of Mr. Walker.· Do you
·9· ·see that?
10· · · · A· · Yes.· It says that that's him.
11· · · · Q· · Okay.· Do you have any recollection of the
12· ·person whose photograph appears on Carter 04?
13· · · · A· · No.
14· · · · Q· · Okay.· Please take a look at Carter 05.· And
15· ·this is another criminal history report.· This is for
16· ·Roy Tate.· Do you see the picture that's on Carter 05?
17· · · · · · · (CARTER EXHIBIT 05 MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION)
18· · · · A· · Yes.· I do.
19· · · · Q· · Okay.· Do you have any recollection of the
20· ·person in that picture?
21· · · · A· · No.
22· · · · Q· · Okay.· Can you please take a look at the
23· ·exhibit we marked as Carter 06?· And are these two
24· ·inventory sheets from the arrest of William Carter on
25· ·June 18, 2004?
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·1· · · · · · · (CARTER EXHIBIT 06 MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION)
·2· · · · A· · Yes.· It is.
·3· · · · Q· · Okay.· And are you the second officer on both
·4· ·of these reports?
·5· · · · A· · Yes.· I am.
·6· · · · · · · (CONFIDENTIAL PORTION IV REDACTED)
·7· · · · A· · No.
·8· · · · Q· · When you were a Chicago police officer, did
·9· ·you testify in court?
10· · · · A· · Yes.
11· · · · Q· · How often?
12· · · · A· · Whenever I was called.
13· · · · Q· · Okay.· Do you recall the last time that you
14· ·testified?
15· · · · A· · No.
16· · · · Q· · Okay.
17· · · · A· · No.· It's been four -- I know it's been at
18· ·least four years since 2017.
19· · · · Q· · All right.· Okay.
20· · · · A· · I know that much.
21· · · · Q· · All right.· Let me ask you to take a look at
22· ·the next exhibit, that's Henderson 01.
23· · · · · · · (HENDERSON EXHIBIT 01 MARKED FOR
24· · · · · · · IDENTIFICATION)
25· · · · A· · Okay.
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·1· · · · Q· · Is this the arrest report for the arrest of
·2· ·Rickey Henderson on August 27, 2003?
·3· · · · A· · Yes.
·4· · · · Q· · And is your name listed on this report?
·5· · · · A· · Yes.· It is.
·6· · · · Q· · Where's your name?
·7· · · · A· · It's 45.
·8· · · · Q· · Okay.· And that's the box for a second
·9· ·arresting officer?
10· · · · A· · Yes.
11· · · · Q· · Okay.· And is Officer Mohammed also in that
12· ·box?
13· · · · A· · Yes.
14· · · · Q· · Do you know why there's two officers listed in
15· ·the second arresting officer box?
16· · · · A· · Because we observed that together.
17· · · · Q· · Okay.· Me -- that, meaning, the events that
18· ·are described in the narrative?
19· · · · A· · Yeah.· We was working together in that vehicle
20· ·it says -- our vehicle sign, it says" "Other three men."
21· · · · Q· · Can you show -- can you tell me what box we're
22· ·looking at?
23· · · · A· · 46.
24· · · · Q· · I see.· Meaning that you -- and I'm sorry. And
25· ·so the third man would be Officer Jones, who's listed as
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·1· ·first arresting?
·2· · · · A· · Yeah.· Me, Mohammed, and Jones.
·3· · · · Q· · And the three of you were working in a car
·4· ·together that day?
·5· · · · A· · That's what it states.
·6· · · · Q· · Okay.· Do you have any recollection of the
·7· ·arrest of Rickey Henderson on August 27, 2003?
·8· · · · A· · No.· I do not.
·9· · · · Q· · And does the report also state that officers
10· ·Summers, Ridgell, Spaargaren, and Bolton were assisting?
11· · · · A· · Yes.
12· · · · Q· · And do you know whose signature or whose name
13· ·that is above the second arresting officer box in the
14· ·deputy clerk signature box?
15· · · · A· · No.· I can't make that out.
16· · · · Q· · Does it look like it's a -- does it look like
17· ·the number after the name is 2649?
18· · · · A· · Yes.
19· · · · Q· · As I'm looking at it more closely, it could be
20· ·some other numbers, too.· It could be 2645 or 2640.
21· · · · A· · Right.· I don't know what that is.
22· · · · Q· · You're not the right person to ask, are you?
23· · · · A· · I don't know what it is.
24· · · · Q· · Yeah.· I -- understood.· Let me ask you to go
25· ·to what's marked as Henderson 02, please.
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·1· · · · · · · (HENDERSON EXHIBIT 02 MARKED FOR
·2· · · · · · · IDENTIFICATION)
·3· · · · A· · Okay.
·4· · · · Q· · Is this the vice case report for the arrest of
·5· ·Ricky Henderson on August 27, 2003?
·6· · · · A· · Yes.
·7· · · · Q· · Okay.· And does this list you as the second
·8· ·reporting officer?
·9· · · · A· · One of the second reporting.
10· · · · Q· · Well, this one doesn't list --
11· · · · A· · Okay.· Yeah.
12· · · · Q· · -- Officer Mohammed, right?
13· · · · A· · It listed in the box 18, but yes.
14· · · · Q· · Okay.· But based on the arrest report, you --
15· · · · A· · Yes.
16· · · · Q· · -- consider Moha -- oh, let me just ask the
17· ·whole question, okay?
18· · · · A· · Oh, I'm sorry.
19· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· Just let him finish and then
20· · · ·answer.
21· · · · · · THE WITNESS:· Okay.
22· ·BY MR. FLAXMAN:
23· · · · Q· · It's hard, I understand.· It's hard for me not
24· ·to jump in, I understand.· Based on the arrest report,
25· ·Officer Mohammed was also second reporting with you,
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·1· ·correct?
·2· · · · A· · (No verbal response.)
·3· · · · Q· · And I think -- you might have cut out for me.
·4· ·Did you say yes?
·5· · · · A· · Yes.
·6· · · · Q· · Okay.· And is it your expectation that because
·7· ·Officer Jones was the first reporting, he wrote the
·8· ·narrative on the vice case report and on the arrest
·9· ·report?
10· · · · A· · (No verbal response.)
11· · · · Q· · I didn't hear you.· Did you say yes?
12· · · · A· · Yes.· I said yes.
13· · · · Q· · Okay.
14· · · · A· · I just want to --
15· · · · Q· · I -- yeah.· I saw you saying yes.· I'm sorry
16· ·that I didn't hear it.· I apologize.· And the supervisor
17· ·approving, does this say an R. Watts on the vice case
18· ·report?
19· · · · A· · Yes.· It does.
20· · · · Q· · Okay.· And it has a signature that says R.
21· ·Watts underneath his name, correct?
22· · · · A· · Yes.
23· · · · Q· · Do you know if that's his signature?
24· · · · A· · No.
25· · · · Q· · Okay.· Let me ask you just the last thing
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·1· ·that's in the narrative section on the second page --
·2· ·oh, I'm sorry, not quite the last, but if you go -- can
·3· ·you look at the second page of the vice case report,
·4· ·please?· At the end of the third to last line, it says,
·5· ·"The subject was then transported."· Do you see that?
·6· · · · A· · Yes.
·7· · · · Q· · It says, "The subject was then transported to
·8· ·unit 715 and then 002 District for processing."· Did I
·9· ·read that right?
10· · · · A· · Yes.
11· · · · Q· · Okay.· What was unit 715?
12· · · · A· · That was the mini station that we worked out
13· ·of.
14· · · · Q· · And where was that located?
15· · · · A· · Approximately 38th and Cottage Grove.
16· · · · Q· · Okay.· Was that considered inside the Ida B.
17· ·Wells homes?
18· · · · A· · Yes.
19· · · · Q· · Okay.· And then 002 District, that's the 2nd
20· ·District?
21· · · · A· · Yes.
22· · · · Q· · And where's that located?
23· · · · A· · 155 West 51st Street.
24· · · · Q· · And was -- at this time, was that the usual
25· ·practice to first take an arrestee to unit 715 and then
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·1· ·to the 2nd District?
·2· · · · A· · Yes.
·3· · · · Q· · Okay.· Do you know why that was the practice?
·4· · · · A· · That's where we worked out of.
·5· · · · Q· · 715 is where you worked out of?
·6· · · · A· · Yeah.· In the 2nd District, where you take
·7· ·them for further processing, fingerprinting, and things
·8· ·of that nature.
·9· · · · Q· · And the processing and fingerprinting, who was
10· ·that done by?
11· · · · A· · 2nd District personnel.
12· · · · Q· · Would that be --
13· · · · A· · That would be --
14· · · · Q· · That would be done by a lockup keeper?
15· · · · A· · Yes.
16· · · · Q· · And that person is not a patrol or a police
17· ·officer, right?
18· · · · A· · Sometimes, they are.
19· · · · Q· · Okay.· Could you take a look at what's marked
20· ·as Henderson 03, please?· Oh, and that's -- what's
21· ·marked as Henderson 03 is a picture of a man with -- it
22· ·looks like he has short or even no hair.· Do you see
23· ·that?
24· · · · (HENDERSON EXHIBIT 03 MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION).
25· · · · A· · I see a picture of an individual.
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·1· · · · Q· · Okay.· I just want to make sure we're looking
·2· ·at the same page.· It's marked CITY-BG-051856?
·3· · · · A· · 15564 [sic].· Oh, okay.· Yes.
·4· · · · Q· · Okay.· And you read the CB number, which was
·5· ·155 --
·6· · · · A· · Okay.
·7· · · · Q· · -- 74795.
·8· · · · A· · Yes.
·9· · · · Q· · Okay.· Do you recognize that person?
10· · · · A· · No.· I do not.
11· · · · Q· · Okay.· And is that the same CB number that was
12· ·on Henderson 01 arrest report?
13· · · · A· · Yes.
14· · · · Q· · Okay.· Having looked at all these documents
15· ·about Rickey Henderson, do you have any recollection of
16· ·this arrest?
17· · · · A· · No.· I do not.
18· · · · Q· · Okay.· Do you know that Rickey Henderson says
19· ·he was falsely arrested on August 27, 2003?
20· · · · A· · No.· I do not.
21· · · · Q· · Okay.· Do you know if Rickey Henderson was
22· ·falsely arrested on August 27, 2003?
23· · · · A· · According to the reports, no.
24· · · · Q· · Okay.· And are you -- will you rely on the
25· ·reports?
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·1· · · · A· · The reports are factual.
·2· · · · Q· · Okay.· I mean, that's -- your testimony is
·3· ·that the reports are factual, correct?
·4· · · · A· · Yes.
·5· · · · Q· · Okay.· The officer who is tasked with writing
·6· ·the narrative in -- for Henderson it was Officer Jones,
·7· ·for -- let me start the question again.· The first
·8· ·report we looked at -- and I'm not going to ask you
·9· ·questions about the specifics.· But the first report we
10· ·looked at for Adams had you listed as the first
11· ·arresting officer.· Do you recall that?
12· · · · A· · No.· I have to look at -- look at that again
13· ·in front of me.
14· · · · Q· · Sure.· That's marked as Adam 01.
15· · · · A· · Okay.· I'm first.
16· · · · Q· · Okay.· And based on you being listed first,
17· ·you believe you were the one who wrote the narrative,
18· ·right?
19· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· Objection.· Asked and answered.
20· · · ·You can answer again.
21· · · · A· · Yes.
22· · · · Q· · Okay.· And when you wrote that narrative on
23· ·the report, you had firsthand knowledge of those events
24· ·as a witness to the events, right?
25· · · · A· · A witness to the crime.
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·1· · · · Q· · Okay.· If you had included something in your
·2· ·report that you had not witnessed, how would you've
·3· ·explained how you knew that?
·4· · · · A· · I wouldn't include anything that I hadn't
·5· ·witnessed.
·6· · · · Q· · Okay.· And that goes for narratives in a vice
·7· ·case report, too; is that right?
·8· · · · A· · You include what you have witnessed as a
·9· ·police officer of the crime being committed.
10· · · · Q· · Okay.· And to be clear, you're answering my
11· ·question for arrest reports and for vice case reports,
12· ·right?
13· · · · A· · Yeah.· You include what you witnessed as a
14· ·crime.
15· · · · · · MR. FLAXMAN:· Okay.· The next exhibits are for
16· · · ·Ollie and -- Tony, do you still have what Tess
17· · · ·marked as Exhibit number 1?
18· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· Yeah.
19· · · · · · MR. FLAXMAN:· That was the Coleman vice case
20· · · ·report.
21· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· Yes.
22· · · · · · MR. FLAXMAN:· Can you give him that one first?
23· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· He has it in front of him.
24· ·BY MR. FLAXMAN:
25· · · · Q· · Okay.· Let me know when you're ready for a
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·1· ·question about what was already marked as Exhibit number
·2· ·1 --
·3· · · · A· · Okay.
·4· · · · Q· · -- please.· And that's the vice case report
·5· ·from January 4, 2003?
·6· · · · A· · Yes.
·7· · · · Q· · Okay.· The first person -- the first person
·8· ·listed as an offender is Bobby Coleman.· Do you see
·9· ·that?
10· · · · A· · Yes.
11· · · · Q· · And then down in the narrative, there are
12· ·other offenders listed.· The first one is Mark Giles,
13· ·correct?
14· · · · A· · Giles?· I don't see a -- okay.· Offender
15· ·number 4?
16· · · · Q· · "Offender number 4, Giles, Mark."· Do you see
17· ·that?
18· · · · A· · Okay.
19· · · · Q· · And the next one is, 'Offender number 5,
20· ·Ollie, George."· It's on the next line.
21· · · · A· · Yes.
22· · · · Q· · Okay.· Do you have any recollection of George
23· ·Ollie?
24· · · · A· · No.
25· · · · Q· · Okay.· And you don't have any recollection of
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·1· ·the arrest described in this report, correct?
·2· · · · A· · No.
·3· · · · Q· · Okay.· Let me ask you to look at what we
·4· ·marked as Ollie 01, please.
·5· · · · · · · (OLLIE EXHIBIT 01 MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION)
·6· · · · A· · Okay.
·7· · · · Q· · Okay.· And this is -- it says it's an arrest
·8· ·report for George Ollie.· I don't know where the date is
·9· ·on this form.· There it is, arrest date of January 4,
10· ·2003.· Is that the document you're looking at?
11· · · · A· · Yes.
12· · · · Q· · Okay.· And having -- looking at this, does
13· ·that help you remember of the arrest of George Ollie?
14· · · · A· · No.
15· · · · Q· · Okay.· And please take a look at what we
16· ·marked as Ollie 02.· It should be a photograph.· And
17· ·just to make sure you're looking at the right thing.· At
18· ·the top, does yours say, "Mugshot for CB number"?
19· · · · · · · (OLLIE EXHIBIT 02 MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION)
20· · · · A· · Yes.
21· · · · Q· · And is the number 015339158?
22· · · · A· · Yes.
23· · · · Q· · Okay.· Do you recognize the person in this
24· ·picture?
25· · · · A· · No.· I do not.
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·1· · · · Q· · Okay.· I'm going to take a five-minute break,
·2· ·but I'm just about to finish up, okay?
·3· · · · A· · Okay.
·4· · · · · · COURT REPORTER:· Okay.· We're off the record.
·5· · · · · · · (OFF THE RECORD)
·6· · · · · · COURT REPORTER:· We're back on record.
·7· · · · · · MR. FLAXMAN:· Mr. Edwards, I don't have any
·8· · · ·further questions.· Thank you for your time.
·9· · · · · · MR. KOSOKO:· Thank you.· I have a few questions
10· · · ·-- just a few.
11· · · · · · · · · CROSS EXAMINATION
12· ·BY MR. KOSOKO:
13· · · · Q· · Hello, Mr. Edwards, my name is Ahmed Kosoko. I
14· ·represent Ronald Watts.· During your time on the -- what
15· ·Tess referred to as the Watts tactical team, was that
16· ·the 4512 tactical team?
17· · · · A· · Yes.
18· · · · Q· · And when you referred to 715, that's the
19· ·entire public housing south; is that correct?
20· · · · A· · Yes.
21· · · · Q· · But your specific team was 4512, correct?
22· · · · A· · Yes.
23· · · · Q· · And those teams were broken down into an Adam
24· ·car, a Bobby car, Charlie car, and David car, correct?
25· · · · A· · Yes.
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·1· · · · Q· · Generally, that's -- generally speaking, it
·2· ·would be two people in each car?
·3· · · · A· · Yes.
·4· · · · Q· · But sometimes it'd be three; is that correct?
·5· · · · A· · Yes.
·6· · · · Q· · And if it was three, it'd be -- might've been
·7· ·because someone was off work that day for example.
·8· · · · A· · Three, maybe four sometimes.· It depends.
·9· · · · Q· · It just depends, correct?
10· · · · A· · Yeah.
11· · · · Q· · Do you know why tactical teams were assigned
12· ·to patrol the CHA buildings?
13· · · · A· · Tact teams are assigned -- just like any other
14· ·district, you have a tactical team within that district,
15· ·it responds to, you know, in-progress calls.
16· · · · Q· · All right.· During your time as a CHA police
17· ·officer and your time on the 4512 team, was Ida B. Wells
18· ·housing project -- was it an open-air drug market?
19· · · · A· · Even when I was a CHA police --
20· · · · · · MS. KLEINHAUS:· Objection to form.· Sorry, go
21· · · ·ahead.
22· · · · Q· · You can answer the question now --
23· · · · A· · All the developments within CHA had a large
24· ·volume of narcotics, as well as other crimes being
25· ·committed.
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·1· · · · Q· · Okay.· You testified regarding reverse stings
·2· ·earlier.· Do you remember that?
·3· · · · A· · Yes.
·4· · · · Q· · Reverse stings are generally done as a term
·5· ·for people who purchased narcotics; is that correct?
·6· · · · · · MR. FLAXMAN:· Objection.· Foundation.
·7· · · · A· · Yes.· That's part of it.
·8· · · · Q· · That's part of it.· Now, generally speaking,
·9· ·when you arrested people during the reverse stings, the
10· ·charging would be attempted possession of controlled
11· ·substance; is that correct?
12· · · · A· · Yes.· If someone attempted to buy, yes.
13· · · · Q· · And that's just a class A misdemeanor; is that
14· ·correct?
15· · · · · · MS. KLEINHAUS:· Objection.· Foundation.· Calls
16· · · ·for a legal conclusion.· You can answer.
17· · · · A· · I'm not for sure what it is classified at this
18· ·particular moment.
19· · · · Q· · Okay.· Generally, how long after you've made
20· ·an arrest did you testify before the grand jury?
21· · · · A· · I don't recall.
22· · · · Q· · Would it be months?
23· · · · A· · Sometimes, it could be months.
24· · · · Q· · Okay.· What about for the prelims, how --
25· ·generally how long did it take after the arrest did you
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·1· ·testify in the prelims?
·2· · · · A· · Could be 45 days for a court date.
·3· · · · Q· · Okay.· And the State Attorney's Office were
·4· ·the ones that notified you, correct?
·5· · · · A· · We would get a subpoena.
·6· · · · Q· · A subpoena to come to the grand jury to
·7· ·testify?
·8· · · · A· · Yes.
·9· · · · Q· · What about for prelims.· Did you get subpoenas
10· ·for prelims also?
11· · · · A· · Not ne -- not necessarily, no.
12· · · · Q· · You -- sometimes you'd be no -- get court
13· ·notification?
14· · · · A· · You get court notification through the
15· ·department, yes.
16· · · · Q· · Generally speaking, what was the pattern and
17· ·practice for the grand jury, was it just one of you
18· ·would go testify?
19· · · · A· · Yes.
20· · · · Q· · What about for the prelims?· Was the pattern
21· ·and practice was that just that one of you would go
22· ·testify?
23· · · · A· · Yes.
24· · · · Q· · Okay.· Did Sergeant Watts ever go testify?
25· · · · · · MR. FLAXMAN:· Objection.· Foundation.
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·1· · · · A· · Not to my knowledge.
·2· · · · Q· · For any of your arrest, did Sergeant Watts
·3· ·ever go testify?
·4· · · · · · MR. FLAXMAN:· Objection, foundation.
·5· · · · A· · Not to my knowledge.
·6· · · · Q· · Do you ever recall Sergeant Watts going with
·7· ·you to either the grand jury or prelims?
·8· · · · A· · No.
·9· · · · Q· · What about on your court dates when you were
10· ·notified?· Do you recall any instances where Sergeant
11· ·Watts was also in court with you?
12· · · · A· · No.
13· · · · Q· · Did Sergeant Watts ever direct you to arrest
14· ·someone that you did not have probable cause to arrest?
15· · · · A· · No.
16· · · · Q· · Did Sergeant Watts ever command you as your
17· ·sergeant to not arrest someone you had probable cause to
18· ·arrest?
19· · · · A· · No.
20· · · · · · MR. KOSOKO:· No further questions.
21· · · · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· I have no questions for my
22· · · ·client.· Does anybody else have any questions?
23· · · · · · MS. KLEINHAUS:· I have no questions.
24· · · · · · MS. HARRIS:· I have no questions either. Thank
25· · · ·you.
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·1· · · · MR. ZECCHIN:· Okay.
·2· · · · COURT REPORTER:· Okay.· We will go off the
·3· ·record.
·4· · · · · (DEPOSITION CONCLUDED AT 2:57 P.M.)
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